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South - Datebook 10-25-2009 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Saturday, October 24, 2009 


Today 


Murrieta 


United State Submarine Veterans, Inc. Trieste Base meeting is set for 3 p.m. every third Sunday at 
Carrows Restaurant, 24640 Madison Ave. www.triestebase.org 


Lake Elsinore 


A fall festival is set from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday at Marketplace at the Diamond, 500 Diamond Drive. There 
will be pumpkin decorating, carnival games, live music and food. Free hot dogs to people who go in costume. 
951-674-2400. 


Upcoming 


Murrieta 


The Luiseño Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution is set for 11:30 a.m. Tuesday at 
Sizzler, 40489 Murrieta Hot Springs Road. Shirley Harms of Wildomar will talk about the history of the United 
States flag. 951-677-1564. 


The Murrieta Garden Club meeting is set for 10 a.m. Tuesday at the Murrieta Community Center, 41816 
Juniper St. 951-698-7583. 


Perris 


A blood and bone marrow drive is set from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday at Eastern Municipal Water District, 
2270 Trumble Road. 1-800-879-4484. 


Temecula 


Preschool story time is set for 10 to 11 a.m. Wednesday at the Temecula Public Library, 30600 Pauba Road. 
951-693-8900. 
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News from EMWD 
Community Involvement Department 


951/928-3777, ext. 4219 
FAX 951/928-6171 


odencransp@emwd.org 
P.O. Box 8300 


Perris, CA 92572-8300 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
Eastern Municipal Water District’s Early Morning Tours are for the Birds 
 
Perris, CA (October 23, 2009) – An early morning visit to the Eastern Municipal Water 


District’s (EMWD) wetlands in San Jacinto provides a unique experience to view up to 120 


species of birds including the White-Faced Ibis, Great Egrets and Canadian Geese.  


Collaborating with the Audubon Society, EMWD is offering free tours of its wetlands on 


the first Saturday of the month from November through May. Designated tour dates are November 


7,  December 5, January 9, February 6, March 6, April 3 and May 1, all beginning at 8:00 a.m. 


Reservations are not required.  


Tour Guides Sherri Stange and Steve Adkison of the San Bernardino Valley Audubon 


Society will give expert interpretation of the endemic and migratory birds at the wetlands. The 


Audubon Society’s mission is to “conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, 


other wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth's biological diversity.” 


The Audubon Society helps people of all backgrounds and ages to learn about sustaining 


important bird populations through community education programs.  


According to Malea Ortloff, EMWD Education Specialist, “Partnering with the Audubon 


Society provides the ideal opportunity for EMWD to showcase the Hemet/San Jacinto multi-


purpose constructed wetlands.  Over the years, visitors have enjoyed the opportunity to view a 


significant variety of both residential and migratory birds, and have come to appreciate EMWD’s 


sense of stewardship for water and habitat.”   


Individuals and families can take advantage of the opportunity to visit the wetlands at the 


San Jacinto Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility located at 770 N. Sanderson Ave in San 


Jacinto. For more information please call (951) 928-3777, ext. 4226.  
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The EMWD wetlands is used to further treat recycled water produced by the reclamation 


facility before it is distributed for irrigation to nearby farms and the San Jacinto Wildlife Area. It 


is generally not open to the public. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Visitors 


are asked to stay with the group for the two-hour tour. In case of rain, the tour will be cancelled.  


 
# # #  


 


 


EMWD is the freshwater, wastewater service and recycled water provider to a 555-square mile 
area from Moreno Valley southward along the I-215 corridor to Temecula and eastward to 
Hemet and San Jacinto. Approximately 687,000 people live and work in this area. In addition to 
its own water customers, EMWD supplements water to eight local water agencies and 
municipalities that have their own water departments. Nearly 80 percent of the freshwater 
supplied by EMWD comes from imported sources.  EMWD operates four water reclamation 
facilities and treats some 46 million gallons of wastewater daily. More information can be found 
at EMWD’s web site www.emwd.org. 
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LAWMAKERS HOLD HEARINGS ON WATER LEGISLATION  


Aired 10/23/2009 on All Things Considered 
Aired 10/26/2009 on Morning Edition 


(Sacramento, CA)  


State lawmakers will hold hearings next week/Monday (10.26.09) on a long-awaited plan to deal with California’s water 
crisis.  
 
Some of the bills were just released over the weekend.    
 
Lawmakers are in special session.  But, as Capital Public Radio's Steve Shadley reports, they have their work cut out for 
them... 
  
***************************************************************************** 
  
A three-year drought and California’s aging water delivery and storage system have lawmakers scrambling to come up 
with a solution.  
 
Now, after weeks of private negotiations, legislative leaders are releasing a plan.  
 
Senate Democratic Leader Darrell Steinberg calls it the “single biggest advance” in California water policy in 30 years... 
  
Steinberg:    “There will be enough in the package for people to complain about particular parts of it. But, there will be 
more than enough for people to embrace at the same time...” 
  
But, some lawmakers...from both parties...who represent the water-rich delta region of northern California oppose the 
plan.  
 
They’re worried it doesn’t do enough to protect the delta.  
 
Sacramento area Democratic Assemblymember Alyson Huber says people who live in region aren’t being heard...  
  
Huber:  “I think we should take our time and make sure we have a real solution to the water crisis and not just something 
that makes it look like something was done when really in the past 30 years we haven’t been able to get much done...” 
  
Huber’s mailing flyers to residents of her district.  
 
On the cover is a photo showing a huge canal directing water to Los Angeles, raising fears of a potential water grab.     
 
But, there’s no need to worry, according to Jeffrey Kightlinger.   He’s general manager of the Metropolitan Water District 
of Southern California...  
  
Kightlinger: “Our official policy is not to seek more water from the state water project. It is to make what we get more 
reliable so that we can plan around it...” 
  
Kightlinger says his water board supports building a new tunnel or canal though the delta.  
 
Meantime, some lawmakers are pushing for new dams or reservoirs... 
  
Metropolis: “They’re proposing 19th century solutions for a 20th century problem...” 
  
 Jim Metropolis is with the Sierra Club. He wants lawmakers to put more emphasis on conservation instead... 
  
  
Metropolis: “Sadly the legislature cannot pass a law to get more rain to fall in California. And, we certainly don’t know 
what effects climate change will have on rain patterns...on snow pack storage and melt...but we have to keep that in 
mind...” 
  
Even though bills are finally in print, there’s still no full deal.  
 
The sticky issues of dams and a canal and how to pay for it all aren’t resolved.   
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The hearings will be held Monday (10.26) at the Capitol even 
though only some of legislation is ready for debate.  
By: Steve Shadley  
 
Fri Oct 23, 2009  
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Riverside utility pushes more water conservation 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Saturday, October 24, 2009 


By JANET ZIMMERMAN 
The Press-Enterprise 


Customers of Riverside Public Utilities are eligible for city-funded rebates for water-saving devices, plus they 
can cash in on a regional program that increases the money back, city officials said. 


"We're getting more aggressive as the drought and California's water situation worsens," said Clay Monroe, 
Riverside's water conservation coordinator. 


City rebates come in the form of a credit on utility bills. For the regional rebate through Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, a wholesaler, customers must apply separately and online at 
www.socalwatersmart.com. 


The emphasis is on "smart" controllers, which automatically adjust irrigation schedules in response to changing 
weather and environmental conditions. They can reduce outdoor water use by 40 gallons per day, or 14,600 
gallons per year, according to industry estimates. 


The city is offering $200 for controllers for less than 1 acre of landscaped area, which can be added to the $80 
incentive from MWD. Controllers for landscaped areas larger than 1 acre are eligible for $25 per station from 
the city, and another $25 from MWD. 


As part of the push to reduce outdoor water use, which accounts for at least one-third of residential water use, 
the city also offers free indoor-outdoor water audits for residential and industrial customers, Monroe said. The 
city also has a water-wise landscaping program that pays 40 cents a square foot for turf that is removed and 
replaced with drought-resistant plants. Up to 6,000 square feet per parcel is eligible. 


The next most important area of savings, he said, is high-efficiency toilets that use 1.28 gallons or less per 
flush and can save up to 4,000 gallons per year. The city is offering an extra $100 for toilets, which can be 
added to the $50 rebate from Metropolitan. 


High-efficiency clothes washers also are eligible. They earn $80 from the city, in addition to the regional 
program rebate of $50. 


Synthetic turf rebates are $1 per square foot of turf installed, up to 1,000 square feet, added to the 30 cents 
per square foot that Metropolitan offers. The city also gives incentives of $4 each for high-efficiency sprinkler 
nozzles, which spray water more evenly than conventional spray heads, reducing runoff. They can save up to 
6,600 gallon of water per nozzle over a five-year period. 


The rebates, which began in 2000, have helped keep city water use level despite a growing population, Monroe 
said. Since 2002, rebates have been given on 2,702 washers and 3,798 toilets. The city also offers commercial 
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rebates. 


Monroe estimates that one billion gallons of water has been saved with conversions to water-saving devices 
since 2004. 


Rebates are less expensive than the cost of producing water, said Chris Brown, executive director of the 
California Urban Water Conservation Council in Sacramento, a statewide partnership of suppliers and 
environmental groups. 


The rule of thumb is that once a rebate program has reached 75 percent of customers, it should be ended, he 
said. 


"There comes a point of diminishing returns," he said. "After that point...you're going to more and more effort 
to get a smaller group." 


Reach Janet Zimmerman at 951-368-9586 or jzimmerman@PE.com 
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Small, private water company in Edgemont keeps taps flowing 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Saturday, October 24, 2009 


By LAURIE LUCAS 
The Press-Enterprise 


Despite aging pipes and low-pressure hydrants that hamper firefighting, the privately owned Box Springs Mutual Water Co. has stubbornly 
moved into the 21st century to continue serving Moreno Valley's Edgemont area. 


The 89-year-old utility continues to deliver water despite little help from the state or city. The last state grant the utility received for 
upgrades was a quarter century ago. City and water-company officials both say they can't afford to pay to overhaul the aging system. 


And building developers, whose fees could have helped upgrade the system, bypassed Edgemont during the last housing boom. 


Story continues below


Box Springs officials recently wrestled with another dilemma: whether to raise rates for its 3,300 customers to offset a 27 percent hike in 
the cost of water the company buys from Western Municipal Water District of Riverside County. 


Consumers narrowly dodged a bullet Wednesday when the board of directors rejected the rate increase in a 3-2 vote. 


"They all live in Edgemont themselves," General Manager Debby Sutton said. "They had heartfelt reasons." 


As a small, rural company owned by shareholders, Box Springs has soldiered on independently since property owners banded together 
when the Edgemont tract was laid out and subdivided into poultry ranches during the 1920s. 


"It's like we're the red-haired stepchild that no one wants," said Sutton, alluding to the big municipal water companies in Riverside County.
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Box Springs Mutual Water Co. operations manager Henry Johnson climbs one of the utility's two water 
storage tanks to check the water level. The private utility serves Moreno Valley's Edgemont area. 
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Over the years, takeover talks have failed to generate much enthusiasm from Eastern Municipal Water District or Western Municipal 
Water District. 


Box Springs' woes -- escalating water prices and deteriorating pipes -- are typical of many of the state's 4,000 shareholder-owned water 
companies, said Dustin Hardwick, director of resource development with the Sacramento-based California Rural Water Association. 


The company's water-supply system needs a $15 million overhaul but is trapped in a Catch 22 situation. 


Box Springs would love to see new homes and businesses spring up in the 480 acres it covers. Only 50 percent is built out. But the housing
boom skipped Edgemont, and the majority of the area's 585 accounts are renters. 


Story continues below


Developer fees would pay for sidewalks, hydrants and water-system improvements. Studies show that if Edgemont developed its empty 
land, the water company could more than double the number of metered accounts to 1,200. 


However, the area is frozen in a time warp with crumbling streets and weed-choked vacant lots. Developers won't come unless the water 
company replaces its pipes and beefs up its water pressure, according to a survey last year. 


City officials say contractors refuse to replace Edgemont's deteriorating streets or install curbs, gutters and sidewalks because the 
vibrations of heavy equipment would break the shallow, fragile water pipes. 


"We're on the back-burner end of town," quips Joe Heeter, president of the water company's board of directors. 


Neither Box Springs Mutual nor Moreno Valley, which commissioned the engineering study, says they can afford to finance the upgrades. 


"We'd like to see the system get fixed, but we don't have that kind of money," said Barry Foster, the city's economic development director. 


Box Springs employees said they pray daily that no pipes will break. 


Small-town service 


Story continues below
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The company provides water only -- 80 percent comes from wells and is blended with Western's treated water to reduce the high level of 
nitrates from the ground water. 


"We have enough water for the next 20 years," Heeter said. "We have no worries about going under. We have a strong sense of 
neighborhood and community and an old way of doing things." 


On the company's 1-acre premises stands a pump station and two tanks that each hold 400,000 gallons. Close by is a storage shed filled 
with spare parts and well-water samples, which served as headquarters until five years ago. 


Most of the five employees live in or are native to Edgemont. They take turns reading meters and greet many customers by name. The 
average monthly bill is $44.61, Sutton said. 


After 52 years with the company, Henry Johnson, operations superintendent, claims to know every inch of Box Springs Mutual's 9 miles of 
pipes. Last year the company spent a year and $700,000 replacing main pipes, service lines and hydrants on three major residential 
thoroughfares: Bertie, Phyllis and Ella avenues. 


What small profit Box Springs turns -- $40,000 last year -- is plowed back into the company, Sutton said. 


"It takes years to build up equity, to put into capital improvement funds," the general manager said. 


There's much to improve. Some pipelines are 60 years old, rusted or clogged with sediment. Older fire hydrants that should dispense 1,500 
gallons of water per minute for firefighting put out only 250 gallons per minute. 


But Box Springs' employees insist they deliver something other districts don't: a personal touch. 


Sutton says they give same-day service to new customers and try to make arrangements with customers who are in arrears instead of 
shutting off their water. 


"These people are working families, the salt of the earth," Sutton said. "We really try to work with them." 


David Bauman / The Press-Enterprise
A water utility customer walks up to the main office. On the company's 1-acre premises stands a pump station 


and two tanks that each hold 400,000 gallons.  


Reach Laurie Lucas at llucas@PE.com or 951-3689569. 
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Soboba tribal chairman indicted in $250,000 
bribery case 
 


 
01:10 AM PDT on Saturday, October 24, 2009 


By JOHN ASBURY 
The Press-Enterprise 


PDF: Salgado indictment  


FBI agents arrested Soboba Tribal Chairman Robert Salgado Sr. on Friday on a 36-count federal indictment 
charging that in exchange for lucrative private contracts, he accepted a quarter-million dollars in bribes to pay 
his family's bills.  


Salgado, 67, surrendered to federal agents Friday afternoon outside U.S. District Court in Riverside. Hours 
earlier, authorities had notified him of the federal grand jury's indictment last week.  


Salgado was released from federal custody on a $150,000 bond. He did not speak during a brief hearing, and 
his attorney and family declined to comment outside the courtroom.  


Story continues below 


In an e-mail released later by a Soboba tribal information officer, attorney Robert A. Davis Jr. said: "As the 
U.S. Attorney's press release states, these are allegations, and Chairman Salgado has come to court today to 
clear them up."  


Prosecutors accused Salgado of accepting more than $250,000 in bribes in the form of checks and cash from 


  Search  PE.com        


 Download story podcast


Robert Salgado Sr.  


Page 1 of 3Soboba tribal chairman indicted in $250,000 bribery case | Inland News | PE.com | Southern California N...


10/26/2009http://www.pe.com/localnews/inland/stories/PE_News_Local_S_salgado24.447d569.html







four vendors seeking service contracts, real estate deals and construction improvements related to the Soboba 
Band of Luiseño Indians and the Soboba casino just north of San Jacinto, the indictment states.  


"Defendant Salgado informed vendors that to obtain or keep contracts with or involving the Soboba Band, the 
vendors would have to make payments to him," the document states. "Vendors then made payments 
requested by defendant Salgado in order to obtain and keep these contracts."  


Salgado directed vendors to pay credit card bills and other debt he and his wife owed, the indictment states.  


In addition to 29 bribery charges in incidents as far back as 1999, the grand jury handed down one charge of 
conspiracy and six of filing false tax returns.  


FBI officials would not say what prompted the investigation of Salgado's business practices.  


Only one vendor was identified in the indictment: co-defendant Abbas Shilleh, who owns California Parking 
Services. Shilleh was charged with two counts of bribery related to his company, which provides valet parking 
for the Soboba Casino.  


Authorities would not discuss whether any other investigations are under way or if more indictments are 
planned.  


U.S. attorney's spokesman Thom Mrozek said Salgado's indictment does not call the Soboba tribe or casino into 
question.  


"We're not making any accusations related to activity conducted by the tribe or the tribe's business practices," 
Mrozek said.  


There was no answer at Salgado's home Friday afternoon. Soboba tribal Vice-Chairwoman Rosemary Morillo 
said she didn't know about the indictments and could not comment.  


Rocky past  


Salgado has served as tribal chairman on and off since 1976. During that time, he has helped the tribe 
establish the Soboba Casino, which is trying to expand and has generated a robust income for the tribe.  


He helped the tribe negotiate a landmark deal to secure its own water rights on tribal lands that passed 
Congress last year.  


Last year he got into a war of words with the Riverside County Sheriff's Department after the deaths of three 
tribal members during shootouts with deputies on the reservation.  


Salgado initiated a policy in July 2008 of preventing sheriff's deputies from entering the reservation, prompting 
Sheriff Stanley Sniff to request the National Indian Gaming Commission to suspend the tribe's gaming license if 
the practice didn't cease.  


Both sides reported this year that the relationship has mended. The commission took no action.  


FBI spokesman Laura Eimiller said the Sheriff's Department was not involved in the investigation of Salgado.  


Lt. Ray Wood said the sheriff's Tribal Liaison Unit served in an advisory role after being notified that the arrest 
was planned.  


Tribal liaisons suggested that FBI agents call Salgado directly to notify him of the indictment. FBI officials then 
asked him to surrender at the courthouse.  


charges detailed  


The federal grand jury that convened in Los Angeles in February analyzed Salgado's business records through 
2009.  


The charges against Salgado fall under federal jurisdiction because he represents a tribe that receives more 
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than $10,000 in federal funds annually.  


"The chairman exercised substantial influence over the business dealings of the tribe. Among other things, the 
chairman signed contracts on behalf of the Soboba band," the indictment states.  


In one count, a vendor is accused of writing seven checks to pay more than $40,000 of personal bills owed by 
Robert and Claudia Salgado. Another bribery count states that Robert Salgado accepted a $5,000 check for 
tickets to a boxing match.  


The indictment states that Salgado and his wife accepted eight checks for more than $10,000 each to pay 
personal bills. The chairman twice accepted checks for $15,000 and twice accepted $2,500 in cash from 
different vendors.  


In tax returns from 2001 to 2006, Salgado substantially under-reported his income, the indictment states.  


If convicted, he faces 10 years in prison for each bribery charge, five years for the conspiracy charge and three 
years for each income tax charge.  


Salgado is scheduled to be arraigned Nov. 2 in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles.  


Staff writer Dug Begley contributed to this report.  


Reach John Asbury at 951-763-3451 or jasbury@PE.com  
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Stimulus funds aid water projects 


 
Erica Felci 
The Desert Sun  


Water connections for two mobile home developments are forging ahead. 


Officials with the Coachella Valley Water District and Mission Springs Water District in the next week 
will finalize bids and award contracts to connect the La Pena Housing Facility in Mecca and 
Whispering Sands Mobile Home Park in Desert Hot Springs. 


Both projects were touted by the governor's office this week as being among 160 water projects 
statewide that have gotten $717 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act and state 
funding. 


“These water quality improvement projects will help stimulate local economies throughout California 
all while protecting our environment and public health,” Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger said in a 
release. 


In the desert: 


The Coachella Valley Water District board on Tuesday will vote on the construction contract for the La 
Pena project. 


The district received $939,644 for the connection. 


The 60-some mobile homes use well water that does not meet state regulations for arsenic levels, 
water district spokesman Jack Porrelli said. 


Bids are due to the Mission Springs district by Friday for the Whispering Sands connection project. 


The district received $249,728 to connect the park's 50 households into the water system. The project 
should be complete by the end of the year. 


“It was shovel-ready and it needed to be done,” Mission Springs spokeswoman Marilyn McKay said. 


“They wanted to connect but were unable to afford the connection fees. The stimulus money will allow 
us to help them make the connection.” 
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Time for Legislature to act on water  
State can't afford to let another opportunity go down the drain 


By Assemblyman Nathan Fletcher | Posted: Sunday, October 25, 2009 12:00 am 


"Water, water, every where, nor any drop to drink." "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner"'s most famous line is as true today in San Diego as it was to 
Coleridge's sailor in 18th century England. 


Given California's location between the Sierra Nevada Mountains and the Pacific Ocean, many wonder how it is possible to have a water shortage. 


The answer is simple: Our problem isn't a lack of water; it's inadequate water transportation and storage infrastructure. When you consider the fact 
that seven of every 10 drops of rain that fall in California flow into the Pacific Ocean, it's clear that California has to do a better job capturing the 
water that falls and then transporting it to drier regions of our state. 


Identifying the solution is fairly easy ---- getting it through the politically charged, polarized and parochial Legislature is not. 


On Monday, the Legislature will reconvene a special session focused on solving the state's water crisis. This will be the sixth special session called 
since I was sworn into office less than a year ago. All too often, these sessions result in solutions being delayed, denied or deferred. That cannot be 
the case this time. 


Beyond our basic need for drinking water, water is essential to a healthy economy. It is the foundation for every business and agricultural project in 
our state. For San Diego to continue to thrive in the global economy and welcome developing industries and new-economy jobs, we need access to 
a reliable, affordable water supply. In this difficult economic climate, we can't accept any less. 


San Diego has led the state in finding regional solutions: We set the standard for conservation efforts; we built our own storage facilities, updated 
our infrastructure and promoted desalination. 


Bottom line, we have done everything in our power to work toward a comprehensive solution. It is now time for the rest of the state to catch up. 


The statewide solution must include a workable conveyance system to transport water from north to south, increased storage to capture water in wet 
years, greater conservation efforts, and repairs to the unstable bay delta region. Only a comprehensive solution ---- with all of these pieces ---- can 
put an end to 40 years of debating the issue. 


The legislature and governor have a chance this week to show that they are committed to putting California first. 


It is time to get the job done. 


Assemblyman Nathan Fletcher represents the 75th Assembly District and is a member of the Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee and Legislative 
Water Working Group. 
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RAINBOW: Water District receives grant to cover reservoirs  
By MORGAN COOK - mcook@nctimes.com | Posted: Sunday, October 25, 2009 4:45 pm 


The Rainbow Municipal Water District was awarded $6.7 million in federal stimulus money for reservoir covers, officials said last week. 


The funds will allow the district to move forward with construction of state-required covers for its four, open-air drinking-water reservoirs. 
Rainbow officials have said it will cost $45 million to cover the district's four open-air reservoirs. 


The district has saved $20 million for the project and will have to borrow the rest, officials said. The stimulus money will help cover the shortfall, 
reducing the amount of money the district will have to borrow for the project. 


The district will be required to repay half of the $6.7 million in stimulus funds over 20 years at a 2.5 percent interest rate, district officials said. The 
other half does not have to be paid back. 


The stimulus money will reduce the district's annual cash flow demands by about $2 million over the next three years, lessening any future rate 
increases to help finance the reservoir covers, district general manager Dave Seymour said. 


"There may be increases, but they will be a lot lower than they would have been if we hadn't received funding," said district board president Rua 
Petty. 


Rainbow Municipal serves 7,200 meters and provides 3,629 sewer service connections, officials said. 


Contact staff writer Morgan Cook at 760-740-3516. 
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Water bill boosts enforcement powers 
By John Howard | 10/24/09 12:00 AM PST 


The leader of the state Senate has proposed a top-to-bottom overhaul of the management of the heart of California's 
water-delivery system, the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, by setting up a new panel to decide critical policy, 
expand the power of California's water-use enforcers and create the position of Delta Watermaster to ride herd over the 
delta protections.  
  
The legislation, the product of months of negotiations, faces its first hearing Monday. It would set up an independent 
scientific panel to examine the delta's needs. It includes fines of up to $5,000 per day for illegal diversions of water. It 
authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board to initiate investigations on its own, rather than in response to 
complaints, and it requires the state to put into effect an aggressive groundwater management program.  
  
The delta is a vast estuary east of San Francisco through which flows most of California's drinking and agricultural water. 
The delta, fed by the state's major rivers, is crisscrossed by aging, fragile levees and sloughs. Powerful pumps at the 
southern edge of the delta pull water into the California Aqueduct and move it to central and southern California. 
Sustaining the health of the delta -- balancing the needs for water with environmental protections -- represents the crux of 
the debate over California's water future.  
  
The legislation by Senate Leader Darrel Steinberg, D-Sacramento, would repeal the California Bay-Delta Authority Act, 
currently the principal statute governing the delta, and shifts key authority to a seven-member Delta Stewardship Council 
that would decide delta policy. The Council which would be an independent state agency, and would have authority over 
delta development.  
  
Steinberg introduced the legislation Friday night. The 116-page bill contains stringent conservation and groundwater 
management programs, details how delta-area local governments will participate in the management of the delta. It 
includes mandatory conservation requiring a per capita, 20 percent cut in water use by 2020.  
  
The bill, however, does not reflect an agreement on an omnibus water package. But it does give lawmakers, for the first 
time, a printed description of the details of the proposal facing the Legislature next week in a special session called by the 
governor. The text of the bill was posted on the Senate's Web site on Saturday.  
  
The legislation, SB 1 of the 7th Special Session, also does not contain what are perhaps the most controversial proposals in 
the debate over water. One is whether a canal should be built to skirt the periphery of the Delta. The second is whether 
new reservoirs should be built. The capital projects are separate issues - indeed, the canal could be authorized under 
existing law - and will be negotiated separately.  
  
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has asked lawmakers to consider a water package that would get more water to the central 
and southern parts of the state, ensure environmental protections for the delta and provide long-term storage to protect 
against drought.  
  
Water has long prompted the fiercest political fights in the Capitol, traditionally with lawmakers from the rain-rich north 
opposing efforts to transfer water southward. But several sources say the north-south split is not dominating the latest 
discussions. The most sensitive areas are funding and the creation of the Stewardship Council.  
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