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Three more L.A. water mains rupture 


The breaks in the Hollywood Hills and South Los Angeles cause flooding and street closures. But 
DWP officials say the recent upswing in major leaks is easing. 


By Tony Barboza 


October 21, 2009 


The rash of water-main breaks continued early Tuesday, with three more 
ruptures causing flooding and street closures in the Hollywood Hills and 
South Los Angeles. 
 
But with 18 major bursts so far this month -- about average for this point 
in October -- water officials said the recent upswing in major leaks in the 
city's water system, which reached an alarming 44 in September, appears 
to have eased. 
 
"It's settled down," said Joe Ramallo, a spokesman for the Department of 
Water and Power. "For October we're well back to normal and for 
September we saw an increase, but that very well may have been a 
statistical blip." 
 
Still, officials have scrambled for possible explanations. 
 
The latest breaks pushed the tally of major blowouts since Sept. 1 to 62. The agency defines a significant leak as one 
that damages more than 100 square feet of pavement. 
 
Tuesday's ruptures began about 2 a.m. when a 12-inch steel water main ruptured in the 13600 block of Mulholland 
Drive near Beverly Ranch Road, sending water flowing into surrounding streets and homes and closing Mulholland 
Drive from Coldwater Canyon Avenue to Benedict Canyon Drive, DWP officials said. 
 
Early Tuesday, water bubbled up through fractured pavement on the north side of Mulholland, and cascaded downhill 
near homes, streaming into several backyards, covering a tennis court and a backyard pool, but not causing serious 
damage. 
 
Minutes later, at 2:07 a.m., fire officials responded to a report of a possible sinkhole at 83rd and Wall streets in South 
Los Angeles. A 6-inch cast-iron water main had broken, spewing mud and debris into the street. Later in the morning, 
law enforcement directed traffic as children jumped over the sidewalk-high water on their way to school. 
 
A third break was reported at 2:29 a.m. a few miles away at Florence and Van Ness avenues, officials said. A pipe burst 
in the intersection, breaking and lifting the asphalt. The intersection was closed as crews repaired the damage. 
 
The big pipe blowouts, which have become a much-discussed occurrence, flooding streets, buckling pavement and 
opening up sinkholes across the city, have puzzled Los Angeles officials, who are seeking explanations. 
 
City engineers are analyzing each break and have been taking soil samples as part of an investigation of whether Los 
Angeles' water rationing program, which allows sprinklers to run only on Mondays and Thursdays, could be to blame.
 
Earlier this month, the DWP enlisted the help of Jet Propulsion Laboratory scientists, who are studying whether 
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tectonic activity from recent earthquakes has played a role in cracking open Los Angeles' aging water system.
 
Officials have stressed that the city's 7,200 miles of pipe are not actually leaking more than usual -- in fact, the number 
of leaks, about 1,400 a year, is down from the past. But recent bursts, peaking in September, have gushed more water 
and been more destructive. 
 
tony.barboza@latimes.com 
 
Times photographers Irfan Khan and Al Seib contributed to this report. 


Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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The Press Enterprise 
10-21-09 
 


Water district schedules public hearing on new meter ban 


By PE News 
 on October 21, 2009 11:30 AM  


The Rancho California Water District has scheduled a public hearing on a board member's 


proposal to temporarily stop installing new water meters and guaranteeing water for new 


development projects. 


It's not yet known whether the district board of directors will vote on John Hoagland's 


idea following the public hearing at 6 p.m. Nov. 9 at the district headquarters, 42135 


Winchester Road in Temecula. 


Hoagland maintains the district can't ask its current customers to conserve water while 


accepting new demands for service. But critics of his idea say the proposal will stifle 


growth as the region tries to recover from the recession. 


The district serves Temecula, part of Murrieta and nearby unincorporated areas. 


—Jeff Horseman 


jhorseman@PE.com 
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Water districts allowed to capture dam runoff 
11:04 PM PDT on Tuesday, October 20, 2009 


By JANET ZIMMERMAN 
The Press-Enterprise  


State regulators on Tuesday approved allowing two Inland water agencies to capture 
runoff from Seven Oaks Dam, essentially giving them a drought bank that could supply 
more than 70,000 homes per year with water once lost to communities downstream.  


The unanimous vote by the State Water Resources Control Board in Sacramento ends an 
18-year quest by San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District and Western 
Municipal Water District in Riverside to divert Santa Ana River water.  


Under the newly granted rights, trillions of gallons of water once lost to Orange County 
can now be stored in local underground basins or sent to treatment plants for immediate 
use.  


"The timing is wonderful. We have this ability now to take water in wet years and store it 
for dry years," said John Rossi, general manager at Western Municipal, which provides 
residential and wholesale service in Riverside, Jurupa, Corona, Norco, Lake Elsinore, 
Murrieta and Temecula.  


 
David Bauman/The Press-Enterprise 


  
Douglas Headrick, of the San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District, stands at Seven Oaks 
Dam. The State Water Resources Control Board issued a permit to capture more runoff behind 


the dam, rather than sending it down the Santa Ana River to Orange County.  







"It's a huge win for our region and our watershed, that our local water is now allowed to 
be used for beneficial use instead of just running out to the ocean," he said.  


The Seven Oaks Dam near Highland was built nine years ago to prevent flooding from 
snowmelt and rain runoff in the San Bernardino Mountains. But with drought, population 
growth and increasingly unreliable imports from Northern California, agencies began 
looking for new sources.  


The river is slowed enough by the 550-foot dam to be caught then percolated into the 
ground. The river provides inexpensive and pristine water for drinking and other uses.  


"The upstream areas need to capture and keep as much water as we possibly can for the 
benefit of our region," said Robert Neufeld, general manager of the San Bernardino 
Valley Water Conservation District, which holds Santa Ana River rights to recharge 
aquifers for local agencies.  


Under an agreement with the state, Orange County is entitled to 42,000 acre-feet of Santa 
Ana River water per year. But the region had been receiving more like 190,000 acre-feet 
annually because it couldn't be captured, Rossi said.  


 
David Bauman/The Press-Enterprise  


 
A view looking southwest from the top of Seven Oaks Dam, looking down the valley leading into 


the Mentone/Redlands area. 


During heavy storms, much of the runoff continues to the ocean and is lost by local 
agencies.  


San Bernardino Valley and Western are allowed to divert up to 158,000 acre-feet of 
water from the Santa Ana River and four tributary streams behind the dam. The average 
yearly runoff, however, is about 25,000 to 35,000 acre-feet, Rossi said.  


One acre-foot, equal to 325,851 gallons, is enough to serve two typical families for a 
year.  







The state board noted in its decision that the river flow is variable, from large floods to a 
trickle. It is one largest water right applications awarded in the state.  


The water will be taken off the Santa Ana River below the dam using diversion structures 
owned by the conservation district. The structures are ridges across the river, which move 
water to the side and into a pit where it is funneled into a pipeline.  
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The intake tower of Seven Oaks Dam. Under the newly granted rights, trillions of gallons of 
water once lost to Orange County can now be stored in local underground basins or sent to 


treatment plants for immediate use.  


The diversion structures and pipelines will be improved over the next decade to allow 
more water capture, Rossi said.  


The water will be used to recharge the sprawling San Bernardino Basin, which includes 
the Bunker Hill and Lytle Creek groundwater basins and provides water to almost a 
million people in the San Bernardino Valley and Riverside County.  


Eventually, the districts may try to connect to a pipeline that would allow the excess 
runoff to be stored at Diamond Valley Lake in Hemet for exchange later, said Doug 
Headrick, deputy general manager at San Bernardino Valley.  


"We're all about drought proofing," he said. "We put it in when times are good, we pump 
it out when times are dry."  


Reach Janet Zimmerman at 951-368-9586 or jzimmerman@PE.com 
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OCEANSIDE: Water rate hike on tap after all  
3-2 council majority is enough to pass increase, officials say 


RAY HUARD - rhuard@nctimes.com | Posted: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 4:25 pm 


Contrary to what officials first thought, a 3-2 vote last week by the Oceanside City Council was sufficient to raise water and sewer rates. However, 
the council must vote again for the increases to take effect, City Attorney John Mullen said Tuesday. 


The increases supported by councilmen Rocky Chavez, Jack Feller and Jerry Kern were the lowest of four options proposed by water utilities 
officials. Mayor Jim Wood and Councilwoman Esther Sanchez voted against any increase. 


Under the revised rates, the monthly water bill for the typical single family homeowner would rise from $42.42 to $48.76, and the monthly sewer 
bill would rise from $35.11 to $40.07. 


The issue could go back to the council as soon as Nov. 4 for a new vote to implement the higher rates. 


When the 3-2 vote was taken Oct. 14, City Clerk Barbara Riegel Wayne said a super-majority vote of 4-1 was required by state law to pass the rate 
increases. 


City Attorney John Mullen said Tuesday that a 4-1 vote was needed to pass the increases under the state Health and Safety Code, but not to adopt 
the increases as a simple city ordinance. 


The difference is that under the state code, the city could place a lien on someone's property if they failed to pay their water and sewer bill. Under a 
city ordinance, water and sewer bills would be like any other bill, subject to standard collection procedures, Mullen said. 


With the recent 3-2 vote, the council in effect instructed city staff to return with an ordinance to implement the option with the lowest rate increases, 
Mullen said. 


A new vote is required, Mullen said, because the proposed ordinance before the council last week would have imposed the highest of the suggested 
rate increases ---- one that would have raised monthly water bills for a typical homeowner to $52.85 and a typical sewer bill to $49.93. 


What seemed at the time to be a vote rejecting any increase sent city officials into a tizzy last week, because they said it put the city's bond rating in 
jeopardy. 


Without at least a minimal increase, Water Utilities director Lonnie Thibodeaux said the city would not collect enough money to make required 
water and sewer bond payments. 


City bond advisers also warned that investors who bought the bonds could get a court order requiring the city to raise rates. 


On Friday, representatives of the bond rating agency Standard & Poor's sent an e-mail inquiry to city Financial Services director Teri Ferro. She 
said they were simply seeking information and there was no discussion at this point of downgrading the city's bond rating. A lower rating would 
mean it would cost the city more to borrow money for future projects. 


Wood said he's willing to risk the city's bond rating rather that raise rates. 


"We'll get through it because I think there are an awful lot of cities that will have trouble with their bond rating because the state is taking away our 
money," Wood said. 


To balance its budget, the state is taking money from cities, including $9.5 million from Oceanside, City Manager Peter Weiss said, contributing to 
a two-year $10 million deficit in the city's budget. 


"If they want to give us a bad rating, I guess that's what will happen," Wood said. "I'm not going to get into the pockets of senior citizens on fixed 
incomes anymore." 


Councilman Feller on Monday said it would be "a disaster" if the city didn't implement the lowest proposed rate increase to avoid trouble with the 
bond rating. 


"I think we're going to bring it back and pass it just as it was approved, 3-2," he said.
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Chavez said voting against any increase would risk bankrupting the city. "I don't think that's a prudent decision to make," he said. 


He said the rate increase he supports is primarily to pay for the 18.1 percent increase in rates the city started paying Sept. 1 to the San Diego Water 
Authority, which was passing on an increase it was charged by the Metropolitan Water District. Oceanside gets 80 percent of its water from the 
Water District through the Water Authority. 


Thibodeaux said Tuesday that he's preparing contingency plans that could include layoffs in his department and cuts in maintenance in case the 3-2 
council majority doesn't hold to implement a rate increase. 


"I'm preparing a worst-case scenario right now," Thibodeaux said. "It's not a pretty picture. It's a bleak picture if we have to cut, and it doesn't bode 
well for maintenance in the department." 


Even if the council sticks by its vote to adopt the lowest rate increase recommended, Thibodeaux said several critical projects will have to be put 
off, such as $18 million in improvements to the Weese Water Treatment Plant to bring it up to modern standards, and $1.7 million to replace the 
Haymar sewer line. 


Call staff writer Ray Huard at 760-901-4062 
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