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4 Dems author bill for Calif. water problems  
 
Published online on Wednesday, Oct. 07, 2009 
By Pablo Lopez / The Fresno Bee 
A bill introduced Wednesday in Washington, D.C., was touted by its Democrat authors as a way to help solve the San Joaquin Valley's water problems. 


But a spokeswoman for Westlands Water District called it a Band-Aid for the state's water crisis. 


Reps. Jim Costa of Fresno and Dennis Cardoza of Merced and California Sens. Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer joined together to introduce the Water 
Transfer Facilitation Act of 2009.  


The lawmakers say the bill would make it easier for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to approve transfers between water sellers and buyers in the Valley. 


Also, the bill requires only one environmental study to examine the effect of water transfers on the giant garter snake, a protected species. Currently, each 
water-transfer project requires a separate study. 


According to Costa, the bill has been endorsed by 14 water users including the Metropolitan Water District (the Southern California urban water giant), the 
Friant Water Users Authority and Westlands Water District. 


Sarah Woolf, spokeswoman for Westlands, which spans 600,000 acres from Firebaugh to Kettleman City, said the bill is a good idea, but it won't fix the 
state's water shortage. 


Three years of below-normal precipitation combined with court-ordered restrictions on pumping water from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta are the leading 
causes of the shortage. 


"This bill will be an intermediate fix, a Band-Aid," Woolf said.  


Westlands needs the water because the district received 10% of its allocations this year. The drought, combined with court-ordered water restrictions, have 
caused more than 150,000 acres of Westlands acres not to be farmed, Woolf said. 


Woolf said the state's problem is this: There's an abundance of water north of the delta, but it is difficult to deliver the water to the areas that need it south of 
the delta. The new bill will eliminate some of the bureaucratic hurdles to water transfers, she said.  
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Broken water main creates Newport Beach 
sinkhole [Updated] 
October 7, 2009 | 12:09 pm 


 


A 90-square-foot section of road collapsed in Newport Beach early this morning after a water 


main broke in a commercial neighborhood, covering a block-long area with as much as 6 


inches of water. 


City utility crews were notified about the problem along Via Lido, near Newport Boulevard, 


at about 1 a.m., but  when they shut off the broken 20-inch pipeline, the road began caving 


in, said Tara Finnegan, spokeswoman for the city of Newport Beach. 


[Updated at 1:45 a.m.: City utilities director George Murdoch said the break occurred in a 


connector between the 20-inch pipe and a 12-inch pipe. The connector and parts of both 


pipes will be replaced, he said.] 


The sinkhole grew to 10 feet deep, but no businesses or homes were flooded, and only one 


commercial site was without water. 


Both westbound lanes of Via Lido were closed, but crews planned to temporarily repair the 


line and reopen one lane by tonight, Finnegan said. Full repair is expected by Thursday, she 


said. 


The Greater Los Angeles area has been plagued by frequent water main breaks, including 


about 35 major blowouts since Sept. 1. 


-- Raja Abdulrahim 


Photo: Mike Kraus, utilities crew chief for the city of Newport Beach, inspects a piece of cast 


iron water pipe that failed near the intersection of Via Lido and Newport Boulevard.  Kraus 


says the 1920s era pipe burst at about 1a.m., creating a 30-yard wide sinkhole.  Credit: Don 


Bartletti / Los Angeles Times 
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Romoland - Felony Vandalism (Tagging) 
DISCLAIMER - Any Charges Reported in these Press Releases are Merely Accusations and the Defendants are Presumed 
Innocent Unless and Until Proven Guilty. Read Full Disclaimer  


By Inland Empire • Oct 7th, 2009 • Category: Features 


Email This Link 
 
On October 5, 2009, about 2:52 PM, Perris Police officers responded to the 2200 block of Tremble 
Road, regarding an Eastern Municipal Water District employee detaining two males for 
photographing graffiti (tagging) on one of the water plants outside walls. After the suspects were 
detained by officers, the males, Daniel Maszczka, with a date of birth of a 07/06/89, and a residence 
of Homeland, and Fernando Alvarado, with a date of birth of 12/20/89, and a residence of Homeland, 
admitted to the officers that they had tagged the water plants’ wall days prior and they were 
responsible for numerous tagging within the city of Menifee and the city of Perris. 


Daniel Maszczka and Fernando Alvarado were arrested for felony vandalism and the investigation is 
ongoing for other possible victims. 


If anyone has information regarding this incident or others they are encouraged to contact Deputy 
Crabbe or Sergeant Gonzalez at Perris Police Department at (951) 210-1000. 


RIVERSIDE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
Sheriff Stanley Sniff 
Perris Station 
PRESS RELEASE 


Date/Time Written:     October 6, 2009/ 1500 
Type of Incident:     Felony Vandalism (Tagging) 
Date/Time of Incident:     October 5, 2009, at 2:52 PM 
Locations of Incident:     2200 Block of Tremble Road, Romoland 
Reporting Officer:     Sergeant Gilbert Gonzalez 
File Number:     PC09278002 
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MWD's pension proposal to be subject of a debate 
By Helen Gao 
Union-Tribune Staff Writer 


2:00 a.m. October 8, 2009 


SAN DIEGO — The Metropolitan Water District's controversial proposal to boost employee pension benefits at the 
same time it is raising water rates will be the subject of a debate tomorrow. 


San Diego Councilman Kevin Faulconer, who is opposed to the pension increase, will square off against Timothy 
Brick, the MWD's board chairman. 


The MWD is responsible for supplying imported water to 19 million Southern Californians, including residents in San 
Diego County. 


The debate will take place at 12:30 p.m. at the Hall of Champions in Balboa Park, 2131 Pan American Plaza. 


The Catfish Club, a civic forum, is hosting the debate. Admission is $10 for students and $20 for nonmembers. Those 
interested in attending are encouraged to make a reservation by calling (619) 266-7278 or e-mailing 
rsvp@CatfishClub.net. 


Helen Gao: (619) 718-5181;  


 


 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/oct/08/mwds-pension-proposal-be-subject-debate/?northcounty&zIndex=179353 
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Rancho California Water District may bar new 
connections 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Wednesday, October 7, 2009 


By JEFF HORSEMAN 
The Press-Enterprise 


The Rancho California Water District in Temecula is considering temporarily halting installation of new water 
meters and water guarantees for new developments. 


The proposed moratorium stems from a board member's concern over the district's supplies given California's 
water shortage. John Hoagland argued that the district's pleas for conservation are compromised when it 
accepts requests for new water service. 


If the moratorium is approved, the district would be the only one in the Inland area to bar new connections, a 
potentially serious roadblock for development in a region hit hard by the slumping economy. 


The district's requests for new meters have dropped from 5,250 in 2005 to 1,067 last year. 


The district's board of directors voted 4-3 on Wednesday to schedule a public hearing on Hoagland's proposal. 
No date has been set. 


The board had been poised to vote on the moratorium, but Hoagland said he had learned that a public hearing 
must be held first. The district serves more than 120,000 people in southwest Riverside County, including 
Temecula, part of Murrieta and unincorporated areas nearby. 


Temecula City Planner Patrick Richardson said that as proposed, the moratorium could stifle development. 


While city officials understand the serious nature of the water shortage, a moratorium "seems like a fairly 
draconian measure without looking at what kinds of impacts to the community" it would have, he said. 


Temecula's population has grown from just under 60,000 in 2000 to more than 100,000, though growth has 
slowed in recent years. 


Richardson added that the moratorium raises questions about the future of Splash Canyon Temecula, a water 
park approved by the city this summer. 


The water park has letters from the district stating that water is available but has yet to get meters installed, 
he said. 


Hoagland was not swayed by the argument about stifling growth. He noted the glut of vacant commercial space 
and available homes in Temecula. 


It's not clear how long the proposed moratorium would last. 


Next year, the district will update its long-term water supply plan, in which it must show where it will get its 
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water, how it will conserve water and the projected growth patterns in its service area. 


Like the rest of Southern California, Rancho is struggling to maintain adequate water supplies in the face of a 
long-term drought and difficulty obtaining water from Northern California. 


The district's main supplier, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, cut deliveries by 10 percent in 
July. Metropolitan provides 65 percent of the water for Rancho's existing customers and 100 percent for new 
water demands, a district staff report states. 


Spokesman Bob Muir said Metropolitan is not aware of any of its client districts taking the measures being 
considered by Rancho. 


However, in October 2007, Eastern Municipal Water District in Perris stopped agreeing to serve new projects for 
six months. 


DEMAND DOWN 


Eastern officials eventually decided that large industrial and residential projects could be served as long as 
developers took conservation measures. District spokesman Peter Odencrans said there are no restrictions on 
water service, although demand from development has dropped 12 percent from two years ago. 


Rancho already is phasing out a discount water program for agricultural users and requires homeowners and 
businesses to water landscaping between 8 p.m. and 7 a.m., with certain exceptions. 


Hoagland said the moratorium would help the district maintain credibility. It's awkward to tell customers to 
save water while approving new requests for service, he told fellow board members. 


He said he has taken heat from his neighbors for Splash Canyon Temecula. 


"Politically, it totally undermines our ability to ask our customers to save water because clearly we have enough 
because we're building a water park," he said. 


Richardson said the water park, which would be open three months a year, would use less water than other 
types of projects that could be built on the site. In the park's off-season, the water would be drained and added 
to the area's aquifer, he said. 


'HOLISTIC APPROACH' 


While Hoagland's colleagues praised him and lamented the state's water woes, some said a moratorium was 
premature. 


"We need to come back with a holistic approach, rather than a specific action," said William Plummer. 


Board member Lawrence Libeu said a decision on the moratorium should be delayed until there has been more 
study and discussion. 


"We need to take a little more than a month before we get to that," he said. 


Libeu, Plummer and Lisa Herman voted against scheduling the hearing, while Hoagland, Ben Drake, Ralph Daily 
and Stephen Corona voted for it. 


Temecula City Manager Shawn Nelson, who spoke at the meeting, praised the board for delaying action. He 
called the moratorium a very extreme concept. 


"This significant step demands a collaborative approach from the community," Nelson said. 


Murrieta Community Development Director Mary Lanier, who also spoke at the meeting, said while the need to 
save water is understandable, "we need to look at all the alternatives." 


Reach Jeff Horseman at 951-375-3727 or jhorseman@PE.com 
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latimes.com 
Editorial 


Sacramento's water deadline 


The governor should give legislators a bit more time to work out a comprehensive plan. 


October 8, 2009 


The Legislature has taken many hits this year for ineptitude and inaction, 
and much of the criticism is well earned. But amid the fiscal disaster and 
the delayed response, the Assembly and Senate have moved steadily 
forward on a solution to the state's decades-long water crisis. That's 
significant.  
 
After voters rejected a plan to build a peripheral canal near the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta in 1982, California's water arteries 
were largely neglected, stalemate replaced progress, the delta ecosystem 
degraded and leadership disappeared. But this year, the Legislature, for 
all its bumbling, began a swift and deliberate march toward breaking the 
deadlock. Members deserve credit, and they owe it to the state to keep 
working. 
 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger too deserves plaudits for making a 
comprehensive water plan one of his top goals. But, as is typical of this governor, his Jekyll-Hyde nature threatens to 
undermine the very progress he has spurred. Lawmakers couldn't complete a bill by the deadline for passage last 
month, and now that Schwarzenegger is the one facing a deadline -- to sign or veto the more than 700 bills on his desk 
by Sunday -- he has delivered an ultimatum: Reach a water agreement by Friday or he will veto everything and render 
the entire session a waste. It's as if the plumber arrived to fix Schwarzenegger's kitchen sink and instead of handing him
a wrench or getting out of his way, the governor decided to "help" by uttering threats. 
 
Meanwhile, counties and water agencies in the San Francisco Bay Area and around the delta are seeking more time to 
make their case for better protection of their water rights. If those concerns can be addressed, the final legislation may 
come a few weeks later than it otherwise might, but it also would stand a better chance of success, bringing with it the 
support of more key players.  
 
There are two parts to the discussion. The policy portion would update the way the delta and its water resources are 
governed, establish bold new conservation goals, provide long-needed enforcement of water rights and establish a 
mechanism for monitoring groundwater use and quality. Contrary to popular belief, it would not authorize a new tunnel 
or canal, or divert additional water from the delta, although it would establish a framework under which standards 
would be set for such decisions. The second portion is funding, in the form of a bond, and much of the contention 
centers on how big that bond would be and who would get the money. 
 
In the midst of the debate, opponents of a deal have reached back a quarter of a century for outdated warnings and 
images that were so effective in pitting north against south, farms against cities, fish against people. But if those 
stereotypes ever applied, they don't today. 
 
Southern Californians may be thirsty, but we also are conservationists. In Los Angeles especially, residents have 
formed the strong and indispensable core of movements to restore resources that our forebears depleted and to reduce 
household consumption with relatively easy fixes, such as low-flush toilets, and difficult ones, such as letting the grass 
go brown in the current drought. While hundreds of thousands of households in delta counties still consume water 
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virtually for nothing, without meters, Los Angeles has begun leading the way on conservation. 
 
The point is not to pit one region against another but to state unequivocally: Southern Californians have shown by their 
actions a willingness to conserve water and to preserve the environment. The package being hammered out in 
Sacramento can help. 
 
It would target a 20% reduction in urban water use, city by city, by 2020. Los Angeles and adjacent cities are ready and 
able, and should step up and show themselves willing, to comply. So should cities in regions without a tradition of 
conservation; the legislation permits them time to catch up. Exemptions for industry and agriculture are perhaps 
broader than they should be, but it's important to make a start and to adjust later as necessary. 
 
Although the package does not provide for a canal, it doesn't block one. Some environmentalists and political leaders 
from the Bay-delta area object that past "conveyances" always have led to an increased flow. Let's be clear: The 
purpose of any new conveyance to bring water to Southern California from the delta is and should be to protect the 
complex of inlets, rivers and their fish species, and to secure a reliable -- although not increased -- supply. Water that 
currently makes its way here would bypass dams, levees and locks that are vulnerable to earthquake and age; officials 
would be able to adjust flows of different typesand temperatures to protect wildlife and the economically vital fishing 
industry.  
 
To accommodate a stable, rather than increased, flow, Southern California must rely more on local sources, including 
groundwater -- and the package that is taking shape helps with that as well by cleaning up contamination. 
 
Urban water users also should support the time-tested method of paying for their portion of California's shared natural 
resource. Much of the contention in Sacramento focuses on how much of the delta fix should be paid for with a general 
obligation bond. It's ironic, perhaps, that the Republicans who so often depict themselves as fiscal conservatives favor 
more long-term obligations from the general fund, while many Democrats prefer revenue bonds paid back by 
ratepayers. There most likely will be a combination of the two, but lawmakers should stick to this simple rule of thumb: 
If the money is needed to protect a shared resource, general obligation bonds are the way to go. If it's for one faction or 
user group, the users should expect to pay. 
 
There is wiggle room in each of these pieces, and that means more time, and more talk, will be needed. The governor 
should back off and allow lawmakers the additional week or two to craft a package that will work. 
 
Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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latimes.com 
CAPITOL JOURNAL 


Schwarzenegger's heavy-handed threat is justified 


The governor vows to kill hundreds of bills unless lawmakers deliver a measure on water. The issue 
justifies the tough stance. 


George Skelton 


Capitol Journal 


October 8, 2009 


From Sacramento 


Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger is threatening to kill hundreds of bills 
unless the Legislature delivers one bill on water. Is that heavy-handed? 
No question. 
 
Is it bullying? Sure. 
 
Hostage-taking? Political terrorism? Of course. 
 
Misuse of power? Definitely not. 
 
It is a proper use of power. 
 
It's ugly. But it's an available political tool that the governor would be 
derelict not to use when an issue as critical as water is at stake. 
 
This isn't about some narrow scheme important only to a narrow interest. Nor is it merely about a governor's pet project 
-- other than his legacy-building, which should be encouraged as long as it helps the state. It's about finally resolving an 
acute, decades-old problem that is worsening and affects practically all Californians.  
 
The state water system is clogged and rusting. It's a matter of time before the California aqueduct, which funnels Sierra 
snow runoff from the Sacramento Valley into the San Joaquin Valley and Southern California, is shut off. The principal 
water tank, the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, is threatened with potential levee collapses, earthquakes, floods 
and global warming. And the ecology already is crumbling. 
 
The estuary's fishery is fast disappearing. The endangered delta smelt is a red herring -- a pet target of San Joaquin 
farmers and the governor who resent federal judges holding back water to save the tiny critter. The real economic 
tragedy is the decline of the once-abundant king salmon. Their plight has caused a two-year cancellation of commercial 
fishing for the popular fish, idling boats and shuttering processing plants all along the North Coast. 
 
Nobody argues that the waterworks don't need major repairs and remodeling. But there is a delicate balance that Capitol 
negotiators have yet to find. It's the balance between investing in a reliable, environmentally friendly water supply and 
trying to achieve what really must be the state's No. 1 priority: living within its means. 
 
Senate Republicans have proposed a $12.4-billion bond issue that would be paid off by all taxpayers. It would include 
$4 billion for two or three dams. Additionally, users of the newly developed water would kick in at least that much 
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dam-building money. 
 
The rest of the bond funds would be available for local projects, the delta, conservation, groundwater protection and 
removing some small, salmon-blocking dams on the Klamath River. 
 
The bond would not include money for a so-called peripheral canal around the delta. This controversial facility would 
be financed entirely by water users, including customers of the Metropolitan Water District. 
 
That's too steep a bond for many legislators, who worry about repayments carving a deep hole in the deficit-plagued 
general fund. Sen. Dave Cogdill of Modesto, the Senate Republicans' go-to guy on water, replies that the bonds could 
be parceled out over several years. The important thing is to line up the funding authorization for construction projects, 
he says. 
 
But Assembly Republican Leader Sam Blakeslee of San Luis Obispo disagrees. He would prefer a bond closer to $8 
billion. 
 
"We're in the biggest recession of our generation," he says. "We need to spend only what is necessary to solve the 
problem as quickly as possible . . . without some of the Christmas ornaments and largesse -- a scaled-down package 
that isn't the ultimate solution for every water problem anyone can imagine, funding every possible stakeholder who 
has a dog in this hunt." 
 
Democratic leaders basically agree. But they would cut back on dam funding before they would eliminate some of the 
things Blakeslee would, such as groundwater monitoring and treatment plants. "Much of this bill is a wish list of the far 
left," the GOP leader asserts. "Frankly, I don't think this is the time for a wish list." 
 
But it also may be the necessary makings of a compromise, trade-offs necessary for environmentalist groups to buy the 
farm lobby's desired dams. 
 
There's also a battle over who pays -- all taxpayers, or mostly the water users. And who pays for the delta 
environmental restoration? The public exclusively? Or also the water users who drained the estuary? 
 
These and other arguments -- such as details of a new governing system for the delta -- have raged for years. 
Schwarzenegger apparently doesn't much care what the Legislature decides. He just wants it to compromise and send 
him a bill. 
 
The governor demands a deal by Friday night. Or he'll grab the veto pen, he strongly hints and his advisors tell 
reporters. Sunday night is the deadline for signing or vetoing more than 700 bills. 
 
Is that threat risky? Somewhat. He's swinging a sledgehammer and could wind up dropping it on his foot. 
 
Assembly Democrats "are very angry" at the governor, says Speaker Karen Bass (D-Los Angeles). "I'm trying to hold 
off their anger. I'm worried about a backlash." 
 
Senate leader Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) calls the governor's extortion "silly." 
 
Even Republican Blakeslee mildly criticizes Schwarzenegger. The bills on his desk should be judged "on their own 
merit," he says. "Using other criteria is not constructive." 
 
But Blakeslee and Bass doubt Schwarzenegger will carry out the threat. The leaders believe that if the governor and 
legislators are within striking distance of an agreement -- and they already seem to be -- he'll put away the 
sledgehammer. 
 
"This is a classic contest of wills between the executive and legislative branches," Blakeslee says. "I don't get too 
overwrought with some of the positioning and posturing." 
 
But the governor isn't backing down. "It makes sense to use the executive leverage," says Matt David, his chief
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spokesman. "He's going to use everything at his disposal."
 
That's what it's for. 
 
For years, many people -- myself included -- have carped at Schwarzenegger for not using all the powers of his office. 
We shouldn't complain now that he's using the most potent power. 
 
george.skelton@latimes.com 
 
Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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