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Around 12:45 AM on Sunday, October 4th, a 6-inch iron water main burst on 5th Avenue near Martin Luther King Jr.
Boulevard, leaving an estimated 25 to 30 customers without water. According to DWP spokeswoman Diane
Galbraith, street damage was "minimal" and all customers had service restored by noon on Sunday.
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Less than an hour later, around 1:30 AM, firefighters and a DWP crew

were on the scene at Menlo Avenue and 133rd Street in the Harbor
Gateway area to shut off the water and combat the day's second water SPONSOR
main break. This break affected 60 to 80 customers, said Galbraith, who
stated that the incident did not cause any street closures but damaged one
neighborhood resident's driveway. Galbraith estimated that repairs were
completed in the early afternoon.

Still before dawn, a third water main broke in the Hancock Park area near
Koreatown. The break took place at approximately 4:15 AM on the 300
block of South St. Andrews Place. The resulting floodwater damaged
automobiles and the street itself before a crew stopped the flow half an
hour later. Despite the damage, Galbraith said that the road was not closed
to traffic. Water was shut off for 25-30 meters servicing nearby multi-family

apartment buildings, likely leaving upwards of 100 people without water for "STUNNINGLY =
most of the day. Galbraith expected service to be restored on St Anthony -

by 6 PM on Sunday evening.
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Tacos Baja Ensenada

Do not judge this restaurant by its cover, rather by
the lines you're likely to find during the lunch rush.
The famed fish tacos are made with flavorful, deep
fried halibut filets that crumble in your mouth,
wrapped in two perfectly grilled corn tortillas and
topped with shredded cabbage, salsa and a rich
cream sauce. For the adventurous types, there is a
nice spread of condiments and salsas. The
atmosphere is laid back and the prices so
reasonable you'll forget you're in LA. By far the best
fish tacos north of the border!

Sign up for the A&C Newsletter and have these staff
picks sent directly to your inbox.
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REGION: County targets landscape water use

New development, some existing properties, would have to shave lawns
DAVE DOWNEY - ddowney@californian.com | Posted: Friday, October 2, 2009 5:25 pm

Those lush, green lawns are going to get gradually smaller as a result of an ordinance introduced by Riverside County this week and similar
measures being drafted by area cities.

The county ordinance, scheduled to be adopted Oct. 20, would require builders of housing tracts, shopping centers and business parks in
unincorporated communities to design landscapes that use 30 percent less water than pleasantly soft but typically thirsty fescue grass. And they
would have to install sophisticated sprinkler systems that measure and spray the precise amounts of water plants need after factoring in temperature,
humidity and recent rainfall.

Over the next three months, cities are expected to follow suit and adopt ordinances with the same formula for landscaping new development.

Cities and counties throughout the state are under a mandate to adopt strict landscape standards by Jan. 1. It's all part of a move statewide toward
greater restrictions on use as California grapples with how to save water in the face of unrelenting drought and court-ordered limits on pumping
from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

"We don't even call it conservation anymore," said John Rossi, general manager for Western Municipal Water District and chairman of the
Riverside County Water Task Force. "The buzzword now is water-use efficiency."”

Water managers say people generally are doing a good job conserving, and are increasingly emphasizing that the significant savings going forward
will be realized by residents and businesses replacing their landscaping with low-water-use trees, shrubs, flowers and lawns.

Riverside County previously adopted a similar ordinance in December 2006, limiting water use in new development to 80 percent of the amount
required for lawns. But the mandate is triggering a tightening of that limit, said Damian Meins, the county's assistant planning director.

"We are starting to apply this to existing development,” Meins said. "Up to this point, ordinance 859 has only talked about brand new
development.”

Under the new ordinance, numbered 859.2, residential, commercial and industrial property owners who take out county permits for renovation
projects and propose changing more than 2,500 square feet of landscaping will be held to the new standard, Meins said.

Like home improvements required to bring structures up to current building and fire codes, such a project would trigger the need to, in essence,
bring a landscape up to code, he said.

However, Meins said the county's proposed landscape code would not ban lawns or thirsty trees and shrubs.

"What this does is set up a water budget," he said. "You can put water-hungry plants in and plant fewer of them, or you can put drought-tolerant
plants in and plant a lot of them."

It's just that the water budget for a landscape could not exceed 70 percent of the amount that would be required if the entire irrigated area were
grass.

While the ordinance targets existing homes and businesses for the first time, homeowners need not worry about having to abruptly change their
lifestyles. Meins said homeowners will be able to continue to make incremental changes to landscapes without being held to the new standard ----
and having to rip out grass.

"If you do something in your backyard, if you put in a tree, if you put in a planter, a permit isn't going to be required,” he said.
And if you buy a foreclosed home and the landscaping is dead, you won't be held to the new standard when you replace it, he said.

The county measure, and the city measures in the making, are patterned after a model ordinance developed over the summer by the water task force
and endorsed by the Western Riverside Council of Governments.

Tim Barr, water use efficiency manager for Western Municipal Water District, said the model makes an exception to the low-water mark for
agriculture, schools and parks. Barr said those entities can use up to the amount of water that would be required if 100 percent of their landscapes
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were turf.

But he said the model ordinance does not make an exception for golf courses. Rather, they are held to the same 70 percent requirement being
assigned to homes and businesses.

"No longer can we support wall-to-wall turf grass," Barr said, adding that there is no reason why "rough" areas off fairways can't be planted with
low-water-use plants.

The move to less thirsty landscapes has the support of local home builders.

"We understand the water problems we have up and down the state," said Tommy Thompson, director of governmental affairs for the Riverside
County Chapter of the Building Industry Association. "We've got a water shortage and we've got to respond to that."”

Thompson said builders aren't worried that landscapes with less turf will turn buyers off. If anything, he said, the trend will spur more sales as
buyers look for landscapes that require less maintenance and keep water bills affordable.

"It's not a desert landscape,” he said. "It's beautiful. There's flowers, there's color, there's green. Aesthetically it looks good. And there is some
allowance for turf, just not as much as before."”

Task force members developed the model in response to the 2006 state law, Assembly Bill 1881, that mandated the landscaping requirements. The
idea was to come up with something tailored to area needs so cities don't have to write complex measures of their own or adopt a state model
ordinance that doesn't take into account local nuances.

For example, the local model recognizes that in most cases, water districts rather than cities provide water, said Kristi Lovelady, principal planner
for the county and managing director for the Riverside County Water Task Force.

Barr said the task force wasn't trying to take away lawns. But he said there is a growing expectation that turf should be functional, rather than
ornamental, confined to areas where children play and dogs run.

"Very few people play, sun bathe and barbecue in the front yard these days," Barr said.

For more information on the county's existing requirements, and a list of plants and their water-use requirements, visit
http://www.rctima.org/planning/content/devproc/landscpe/landscape.html

The text of the new county ordinance can be viewed here: http://www.clerkoftheboard.co.riverside.ca.us/agendas/2009/09 29 2009/03.80.pdf

Call staff writer Dave Downey at 951-676-4315, ext. 2623.
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When the Legislature adjourned on Sept. 12 after pulling one of its tiresome - figuratively and literally - all-
nighters, it had passed more than 700 bills and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger supposedly had a month, as
the state constitution dictates, to sign or veto them.

But the Legislature delayed sending most of the bills to Schwarzenegger until late in the month and now,
with less than a week remaining before the Oct. 11 deadline, virtually nothing has emerged from the
governor.

Why? The Legislature stalled on sending the bills to Schwarzenegger, fearing he'd make good on veiled
threats to hold them hostage, and it's now evident he's doing exactly that, seeking political leverage to push
lawmakers toward resolving some leftover issues, particularly a complex package of water bills.

Nobody will say that, of course, but neither is it a secret in the Capitol that Schwarzenegger wants the
Legislature to return to Sacramento to deal not only with water but some education reform measures and
perhaps an overhaul of the state's much-distorted tax system.

Water, however, is the biggie, as Schwarzenegger attempts to succeed where his predecessors dating back
to Ronald Reagan have failed - settling the decades-long war over water policy among powerful stakeholder
groups.

A water deal appeared to be close in the final hours of the session, but many legislators and lobbyists
balked at doing something so complicated and momentous so quickly, and strong residual opposition to
many provisions remained.

The aim is to protect the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, from which most of the state's agricultural and
municipal water is drawn and whose environment has been degraded, and to enhance supply reliability. The
debate centers on building reservoirs and an "alternative conveyance" around or through the Delta, and on
setting tougher quality and conservation goals.

Whether holding bills as hostages would positively affect a water deal is very uncertain. While such horse-
trading may influence lesser matters, it's difficult to see someone voting on a high-profile issue such as
water merely to get a bill signed.

That problematic nature is compounded by the fact that there's nothing of cosmic importance sitting on the
governor's desk. While there are some measures of note, such as bills to expand California’s commitment to
solar, wind and other alternative energy forms, almost none of them needs to be enacted this year. The
alternative energy measures wouldn't take effect for years, for instance.
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Given the ideological tilt of the Legislature, it's no surprise that most of the measures now pending are
either minor in nature or are important mostly to liberal groups. And that means Republicans and business
interests would not be dismayed should Schwarzenegger veto every one of the measures now pending,
such as those expanding the services that health insurers must offer.

ShareThis

Call The Bee's Dan Walters, (916) 321-1195. Back columns, www.sacbee.com/walters.
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Editorial

NO TUNNEL OF LOVE

Good news: there may be more water in Stockton's future. Then again, maybe the Delta smelt or the Stanislaus
River steelhead will get most of it.

Still, a ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals that the federal government is liable for water promised but rarely
delivered to the Stockton area is no small victory.

For years, area residents have been paying off the cost of a $65 million tunnel that was supposed to bring water
into the Stockton East Water District.

An agreement was reached with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in 1983 and construction on the Goodwin Tunnel
was started. It took years to finish.

Times changed and so did the rules, in this case environmental rules that caused the Bureau of Reclamation to
severely turn down the water spigot. That left local taxpayers on the hook for a multi-million dollar water tunnel
through which very little water flowed.

But the appeals court said last week that the Bureau's breaking of the water delivery contract was not justified,
because most of the withholding of water was due to new policies and not because of drought, dam failure or some
other act of God.

Just don't get your straw out so you can enjoy some clear water from the Sierras.

Now the Obama administration has asked the National Academy of Sciences to look into how endangered fishes in
the Delta can be maintained while still giving people water to drink and farmers water for the farm.

This comes as the Schwarzenegger administration pushes for a peripheral canal, an around the Delta ditch that
enjoys the enthusiastic disdain of area politicians and environmentalists alike.

If the science comes back in favor of the fish in the Delta (leaving aside for the moment fish in the Stanislaus
River), the court's ruling likely won't result in much water flowing through the Goodwin Tunnel.

What it might do is help force the federal government to pay for the tunnel project locals built with federal blessing.
After more than two decades of planning, cost, work and fighting, that would be at least something.
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Judge: Smelt plan lacked critical analysis

Published online on Monday, Oct. 05, 2009

By John Ellis / The Fresno Bee
The federal government failed to conduct a critical environmental analysis before approving a controversial set of rules for the endangered delta smelt, a

Fresno judge said Friday, providing an encouraging legal win for farmers.

The analysis was required under the National Environmental Policy Act -- and it should have taken into account the environmental effect on humans, U.S.
District Judge Oliver W. Wanger said.

Wanger did not order any immediate changes in the smelt plan or the resulting water cutbacks for west-side agriculture and users in the Bay Area and
Southern California. But that could happen during a critical hearing in December, when Wanger could order the federal government to rework the smelt plan -
- and possibly suspend it while that revision is performed.

The decision does not open the door to considering economic effects of the plan, which have stirred widespread anguish. But a rewritten plan that takes into
account the environmental effect on humans could result in more water for west-side agriculture.

In a nod to the complicated water law and legal issues at play, Wanger said he probably will bring in an outside expert -- someone who is neutral and "super
qualified" -- to help him wade through the case.

Still, Wanger appears to already have concluded that the smelt plan has hurt the environment. He said it has caused dust to rise from dry fields, possibly
reducing air quality. And increased ground-water pumping has caused land to sink, he said.

"How could this not affect the human environment?" Wanger asked of the smelt rules, which are known as a biological opinion. "It has had catastrophic
effects.”

His oral ruling -- which attorneys from both sides were still trying to understand late Friday -- wasn't unexpected. In May, he agreed with a claim in a lawsuit
filed by the Westlands Water District and the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority that the new smelt plan lacked an assessment on the environmental
effect on humans.

Terry Erlewine, general manager of the State Water Contractors, praised Wanger's latest decision.

"We strongly believe these other human impacts should be reviewed before you make a decision," he said.
Westlands spokeswoman Sarah Woolf said Wanger "was very fair on all fronts in trying to find a solution.”
"Unfortunately," she added, "this doesn't result in any new water tomorrow, but it is a step in the right direction.”

Friday's four-hour hearing stemmed from a March lawsuit filed by Westlands and the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority, which sought to stop the
federal government from enforcing the new smelt-management plan.

Several other agencies -- including the State Water Contractors and the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California -- filed almost identical lawsuits.

All have now been combined into one legal action, which marks a major pushback by agriculture and urban water users to challenge the new federal rules
that protect the smelt. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service released the rules in March.

The updated rules were drafted after Wanger had invalidated earlier regulations because they did not comply with the federal Endangered Species Act. They
have been under fire ever since.

Wanger also dismissed arguments made in a related lawsuit filed by the Pacific Legal Foundation on behalf of three San Joaquin Valley farming operations.

The foundation claimed the federal government has no constitutional authority to oversee the endangered smelt, because it has no commercial value and is
not involved in interstate commerce.

Because of that, managing the smelt and placing it under the protection of the Endangered Species Act violates the U.S. Constitution, which limits federal
domestic authority to things involved in interstate commerce, the suit claimed.

Wanger rejected that argument.
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SAN MARCOS: Study's results show feedback helps water customers
conserve

Monthlong pilot program's participants could see how day-to-day activities affected use totals
ANDREA MOSS - amoss@nctimes.com | Posted: Sunday, October 4, 2009 7:05 pm

Results from a monthlong study suggest a Cal State San Marcos professor was correct when he theorized that giving water customers quick feedback
on their water use helps them conserve more.

Dr. P. Wesley Smith, who teaches psychology at the university, teamed with the Olivenhain Water District to conduct the pilot program that ended
Sept. 10.

Twenty-five Carlsbad households in the program were given special devices and software that let them check their water use up to 14 times a day on
their home computers.

Special computer displays enabled the participants to see how showers, laundry and other day-to-day activities affected their water use. They could
also compare their water consumption to water totals in their neighborhood and with the same period in 2008.

Favorable comparisons earned "smiley" faces on the display, equivalent ones brought neutral faces, and unfavorable comparisons elicited frowning
faces.

Some 100 other households did not get the virtual-time feedback but served as a control group, or the "neighbors" used for comparison.

Results released by the water district this week show that those who got the feedback used 20 percent less water compared with the same period the
year before.

The control group reduced its water use by only 11 percent compared with the previous year.

The results also suggest that people who were already interested in reducing their water use before the study began conserved the most once they got
the devices and software.

Schultz said Friday he's intrigued enough by the results to seek a larger, follow-up study that could pinpoint when the new approach is most likely to
work.

"The prediction is that it's going to be even more effective for people who are environmentally motivated or financially motivated ---- that it's going to
interact with the individual characteristics of the household," he said.

Based in Encinitas, Olivenhain Water District serves customers in a 45-square-mile area that runs from the coast east through 4S Ranch to Interstate
15.

The district joined other water agencies throughout the region in declaring Level 2 drought alerts earlier this summer. The alerts require customers to
reduce their water use by at least 10 percent.

The devices used in the study are manufactured by Los Gatos-based Aquacue and are attached to customers' water meters. Known as Barnacles, the
devices use wireless technology, the Internet and software to maintain constant water-use displays on users' computer screens.

Olivenhain General Manager Kimberly Thorner and Joseph Randall, a management analyst with the agency, said Friday that they were very pleased
with the results.

"I think the study proves that instantaneous availability of information is effective in causing conservation,” Thorner said.

Schultz is scheduled to present his findings to the district's board at its Oct. 14 meeting. He said other districts have expressed interest in the program
as well.

"Vallecitos (Water District in San Marcos), in particular, has expressed an interest in exploring some of these ideas," he said.

Call staff writer Andrea Moss at 760-739-6654.
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Water delivery plan for SoCal meets resistance

NoCal farmers angry about proposed delta canal
SAMANTHA YOUNG - Associated Press | Posted: Saturday, October 3, 2009 7:20 pm

CLARKSBURG ---- Peter Hunn has a simple wish: He'd like his children to farm the land in California's delta that his great, great grandfather
settled more than a century ago.

The cucumber farmer cherishes the land so much that he refuses to allow state engineers onto his property to survey possible routes for a new canal
he believes could disrupt his water supply. Hunn and 160 other landowners along this fertile stretch of land between San Francisco and the state
capital are joined in a revolt against the canal that has evolved into something of a modern-day sagebrush rebellion.

"All the pumps and systems to get water out of the river and put in a canal will have to be done in our area. They will reduce the quality of the
water," said Hunn, who lives outside Clarksburg, a former sugar beet town just south of Sacramento. "We'd be displaced and have to figure out a
whole new life."

The state's surveys are critical to determining whether a canal is viable. That it is having so much trouble even getting on the delta's ranches and
vineyards illustrates the political challenges in trying to reshape California's aging water system.

The canal "would transform the delta from a freshwater estuary and a thriving farming community into a salty polluted inland sea," charges Barbara
Barrigan-Parrilla, campaign director at Restore the Delta, a nonprofit community group that has vocally opposed the canal at community meetings
and legislative hearings.

The state, for its part, has filed 161 suits seeking temporary access to the lands where owners have refused entry.

The farmers, sports fishermen and other vested interests focus their anger on the belief that a canal would siphon fresh water around their region to
the south, leaving the remaining water unfit for farming, with too little fresh water to mix with the salt water pushing upriver from San Francisco
Bay.

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is where runoff from the Sierra Nevada meets the tidewater from the bay. It's rivers, levee roads and islands
form the largest estuary on the West Coast and occupies a land mass roughly the size of Rhode Island.

The delta is one of California's most productive agricultural regions where acres of asparagus, pears, wine grapes and field crops like corn dominate
the landscape. It is also among the most important ecosystems along the Pacific Coast. Some 750 plant and animal species, including federally
protected Chinook salmon and the imperiled delta smelt, live in or pass through the web-like topography of rivers, marshes and sloughs.

That environmental wonderland also is the heart of California's water-delivery system, acting as the conduit of drinking and irrigation water for
some 25 million residents and thousands of acres of farmland.

As aresult, it has become a focal point of conflict.

The massive pumps built on the southern end of the delta to send water to Southern California. San Francisco Bay area water agencies and Central
Valley farmers actually reverse the delta's natural flow, one factor cited by a federal judge who found the pumps were contributing to the decline of
the threatened delta smelt.

At the same time, pesticides, fertilizers and other pollutants are worsening water quality, forcing water agencies to spend millions on treatment
systems. Its miles of earthen levees, many dating to the 19th century, also are susceptible to failure during earthquakes or floods. One broken levee
could disrupt the water supply to Southern California for months.

Three years of below-average rainfall have led to cuts in water deliveries so severe that Central Valley farmers have been forced to fallow thousands
of acres.

Given the array of problems, Southern California water agencies and farmers in the Central Valley prefer to bypass the delta by directly tapping the
Sacramento River and sending 15,000 cubic feet per second into a canal. And the Schwarzenegger administration, which favors the plan, has
determined that the state has the authority to build the canal without legislative or voter approval.

"There is the great potential that just pursuing the status quo means irreversible harm to the economy of the state of California and the
environment," state water director Lester Snow has said.
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And not all delta landowners are opposed to the new canal, including some of those who helped defeat a similar proposal in 1982.

"We've hashed this out over the years," Paul Sosnowski said of his neighbors on the delta island where he owns two marinas. "Most of us want to
see what the science is, and if it makes sense, we are all for it."

Sosnowski was one of 150 landowners who granted the state permission to survey, according to DWR.

State and federal water managers, the Southern California Metropolitan Water District, the Central Valley's Westlands Water District and others
who would benefit have offered to pay for its construction, estimated at $4.2 billion to $7.4 billion.

This canal they envision is much smaller that the 1982 proposal, but it still would have a large footprint ---- 540 feet wide and stretching nearly 50
miles long.

The Nature Conservancy, which owns nearly 11,000 acres in the delta for farming and wildlife, became the first major national environmental
group earlier this year to endorse the canal, saying it is the only hope for restoring damaged ecosystems, habitats and "flow regimes."

Ralph Wallace, a real estate agent who has lived in the delta since 1977, wants to make sure the state is also taking care of him and his neighbors.

"I understand Southern California needs water, but people in Northern California, including myself, don't want it to be at our expense," he said. "If
they take something from us, they've got to give us something in return."”
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