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Councilman urges bill to study perchlorate 
WATER BASIN: A Rialto official tells a House subcommittee it should get involved to stop the 
spread of contamination. 
 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, September 22, 2009 


By BEN GOAD 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON - Congressional action is needed to initiate a federal study of water contamination in the Rialto-
Colton water basin, a Rialto official told lawmakers Tuesday on Capitol Hill.  


Testifying before the House Subcommittee on Water and Power, Councilman Ed Scott spoke in support of a bill 
requiring the U.S. Geological Survey to conduct the $2.4 million study, which is stalled by funding problems.  


"The dilemma we face today is the plume of contamination continues to move southeasterly at a high rate of 
speed -- possibly two feet per day towards the county of Riverside and, eventually, Orange County," Scott said. 
"This frightening possibility could affect the water source for hundreds of thousands of people."  


Inland Rep. Joe Baca in May introduced the legislation to mandate the study, which would focus on ending the 
decades-old presence of perchlorate in the region's water supply. Perchlorate is a rocket fuel additive linked to 
thyroid problems, particularly among pregnant women and small children.  


"The citizens in this area deserve to have a reliable source of drinking water," said Baca, D-Rialto, who sits on 
the subcommittee.  


The Department of Defense's storage and destruction of explosives in the area dating to the 1940s has been 
blamed, along with the toll of defense contractors and fireworks firms operating in the area in subsequent 
decades.  


Today the plume is estimated to be six miles long and a mile wide, and it has forced Rialto officials to shut 
down seven of its 13 wells for some period, said Scott, a member of the region's perchlorate task force. That 
has reduced the city's water-production capacity by almost half.  


Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Roseville, questioned the need for a bill requiring the study, since the U.S. Geological 
Survey already has the authority to conduct one.  


"Why should Congress substitute its judgment in place of the agency involved?" McClintock asked.  


Matthew Larsen, the survey's associate director for water, confirmed that the agency has the authority and 
scientific wherewithal to complete the study, and he suggested any decontamination plan could serve as a 
model for other areas struggling with the same issue.  


"Perchlorate is an issue throughout the southwestern U.S.," Larsen wrote in prepared testimony submitted to 
the panel. "Therefore, methods developed to understand the perchlorate contamination in the Rialto-Colton 
area could be useful to water managers in other basins."  
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But the program that would fund the study has an annual budget of only $63 million, and the Rialto project 
must compete for federal dollars with similar projects all over the country.  


In California, that problem has been further complicated by a requirement that state governments must come 
up with 70 percent of the funding, a provision that puts the cash-strapped state at a decided disadvantage, 
Larsen said.  


Under Baca's bill, however, the full amount of the project cost would be paid out of the federal program's 
budget, Baca spokesman John Lowrey said. The bill must pass a vote in the subcommittee and the full Natural 
Resources Committee before it would go to the House floor for a vote.  


Reach Ben Goad at 202-661-8422 or bgoad@PE.com  


  
 


Page 2 of 2Councilman urges bill to study perchlorate | Inland News | PE.com | Southern California News | News fo...


9/23/2009http://www.pe.com/localnews/inland/stories/PE_News_Local_S_water23.3822232.html








 


News 
DELTA PLAN HAS OTHER RISKS 


PERIPHERAL CANAL NOT THE ONLY CONTROVERSIAL STRATEGY IN MIND 


 
By Alex Breitler 
September 23, 2009 
Record Staff Writer 


STOCKTON - The peripheral canal gets all the publicity, but plans to radically revamp the Delta include other 
controversial and far-reaching strategies - including converting 80,000 acres of farmland into tidal marsh and flood 
plain habitat over the next four decades. 


Farmers and fishermen argued their opposition on both counts Tuesday as the officials behind the Bay-Delta 
Conservation Plan visited Stockton to share early drafts of the document, which would give those who export water 
from the Delta permission under federal law to continue killing endangered fish at the giant pumps near Tracy. 


Supporters say the plan is the best opportunity to save fish while stabilizing the state's water supply. 


But at whose expense? 


The plan calls for re-storation of at least 5,000 acres of marshland in the south Delta, the same area where farmer 
Cecil Rodgers has tilled the ground for four generations. 


"This isn't just a wilderness out there," he said. "There are people. Farmers." 


A consultant working on the habitat restoration said the state would seek land from willing participants only and 
would not exercise eminent domain. 


Landowners worry, however, that those standards could change if a new Delta governance structure is put in place, 
as legislators recently tried unsuccessfully to do. 


The farmers worry about proposals to move or breach levees and fret that water flooding onto a willing neighbor's 
land just might seep onto their own. 


What's more, the strategy could interfere with San Joaquin County's own habitat conservation plan, which attempts 
to keep land in farming while providing habitat for critters that crawl or fly. 


"We're an agriculture-based county," said Steve Mayo, senior habitat planner with the San Joaquin Council of 
Governments. "We want active agriculture. That's what we preserve. The restoration being planned is really to take 
all that agriculture out." 


Tuesday's workshop, which attracted close to 200 participants and included an anti-canal rally earlier in the 
afternoon, addressed a 200-page draft of just one of what will eventually be 13 chapters. 


The canal, as usual, generated the most debate. The 49-mile channel would ship Sacramento River water around 
the estuary, through four tunnels and siphoned underneath eight rivers and streams. Nineteen new bridges would 
be built for roads and rail, as well as a new forebay to hold water before it's pumped to south San Joaquin Valley 
agriculture and Southern California. 


Supporters say the canal would save fish from getting sucked into those pumps. Opponents say it would cut off the 
freshwater that is the lifeblood of the Delta. 
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In addition to the canal and restoring wetland habitat, the plan would attempt to address discharges from 
wastewater treatment plants, pesticide use by Delta farmers and mercury contamination. 


Bay-Delta spokeswoman Karla Nemeth said she understands that the plan is controversial. She acknowledged it is 
not just a conservation plan but a water supply plan. 


A full draft may be released by early next year. 


"Folks are going to have all kinds of opportunities down the road" to comment, she said. 


Contact reporter Alex Breitler at (209) 546-8295 or abreitler@recordnet.com.  
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WATER: Pension hike for Metropolitan draws opposition  
Increase called unjustifiable amid rising rates 


BRADLEY J. FIKES - bfikes@nctimes.com | Posted: Tuesday, September 22, 2009 3:30 pm 


A controversial proposal to increase pension benefits for employees of Metropolitan Water District goes before the San Diego County Water 
Authority at its Thursday meeting. 


As Southern California's water wholesaler, Metropolitan sells water to the authority, which resells it to local water districts. At the end of the 
pipeline are retail customers; businesses and residents, who are shouldering double-digit increases in the cost of water. The local water authority 
controls four seats on Metropolitan's 37-member board of directors. 


The pension increase was on Metropolitan's agenda for Sept. 15, but after opposition emerged, the proposal was held over until its October meeting. 
The water authority is scheduled to discuss the proposal at 2 p.m. Thursday at its meeting, to be held at the authority's office at 4677 Overland Ave. 
in San Diego. 


Metropolitan says it wants to increase pension benefits as part of a deal with four employee unions to lower its overall costs. The pension increases 
will cost the agency an estimated $36 million over five years. That's more than compensated for by $62 million saved by employee concessions on 
issues such as health care and salaries, the agency says. 


However, opponents from local water districts say the savings under the contracts could be later revoked, while the pension increases would be 
irrevocable. 


"You can undo these negotiations, give back in one contract what you gained in another," said Paul Lanspery, the water authority's deputy general 
manager. "Contracts are not forever." 


The bad economy makes it an especially poor time to increase pensions, said Kimberly A. Thorner, general manager of Olivenhain Municipal 
Water District, the first local water district to officially oppose the Metropolitan plan. 


"Retail agencies like OMWD are the ones that have to explain these cost increases to its customers," Thorner wrote in a Sept. 10 letter to 
Metropolitan. "We cannot, with a straight face, tell our customers when they come into our boardrooms that we believe MWD is doing everything it 
can to control costs for the long term with a proposal like this looming." 


Another letter of opposition was sent Sept. 11 by Jerry Sanders, San Diego's mayor. 


"With MWD enacting a 21 percent increase this current year and expecting an additional increase next year, increasing pension benefits is ill-
conceived and unacceptable," Sanders wrote. 


Olivenhain has since been joined by Valley Center Water District, which on Tuesday drafted a letter asking Metropolitan to delay considering the 
proposed contracts past October. The district also said any pension increase should be entirely funded by participating employees. 


Thorner said she hasn't gotten as much official support from fellow water districts as she expected. However, she said most districts haven't had 
board meetings since she sent her letter. Unofficially, she said, indications are positive. 


"There should be a consensus of opposition, at least from the San Diego region," Thorner said 


Call staff writer Bradley J. Fikes at 760-739-6641. Read his blogs at bizblogs.nctimes.com.
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Simi proposes water rate increase 
By Michele Willer-Allred 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009  


The Simi Valley City Council on Monday recommended a new water rate structure for customers that includes a projected 20 percent to 25 percent rate 
increase for 2010. 


The council chose a new three-tier system that would create a disincentive for large water users who would fall in the highest third tier. It would replace 
the current two-tier system in the city. 


The rate increase under the new tier system would take effect Jan. 1 if approved by the council after a public hearing Dec. 7. 


The council typically modifies district water rates in January to coincide with the annual rate changes by the district’s water suppliers, Metropolitan 
Water District and Calleguas Municipal Water District. 


But because both Metropolitan and Calleguas already have either approved or implemented their own increases, city officials are getting an earlier start, 
said Simi Valley Public Works Director Ronald Fuchiwaki. Metropolitan and Calleguas increased their rates up to 22 percent for tier 1. 


Beginning in July, Metropolitan and Calleguas also implemented water supply allocation plans, requiring a 15 percent reduction of water use by its 
customers, including Simi Valley. 


According to city officials, the average residential usage during winter is 36 billing units and 60 billing units during the summer. A unit is about 748 
gallons. 


Under the three-tiered system, used by many surrounding cities, lower rates would be given for the first two tiers. Residential customers would be 
charged $2.45 per unit for up to 36 units under tier one; $2.94 per unit for 36 to 60 units under tier two; and $3.82 per unit for 60 or more units under tier 
three. 


All residents would also pay a flat water service rate of $33.25 per household. 


Under the current two-tier structure, a residential customer using 30 base units of water would have a 19 percent increase in their bi-monthly water bill, 
and a 22 percent increase if they use 70 base units. The flat rate would also be $33.25. 


Before the Dec. 7 meeting, a required 45-day period will be provided for district customers to file written protests. 


City officials said if the new charges are not adopted, the Simi Valley water district will not have the financial ability to absorb the scheduled cost 
increases and maintain its current level of service. 


Some council members questioned whether it was fair that Metropolitan continues to pass on water increases to its customers, when Metropolitan 
recently voted to give their own employees a 25 percent increase in retirement benefits. 


“Our residents are going to have to pay for that 25 percent increase in the worst economic times we have seen in recent memory. There’s no 
repercussions unless we stand up and defend our residents,” said Councilman Glen Becerra. 


 
© 2009 Ventura County Star 
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State Joins Forces with Non-Profit Groups to Find Solutions to Ocean Waste 
and Toxicity of Plastics 


SAUSALITO, Calif. - Frustrated by the growing mounds of trash found in our oceans, and the threat to jobs in fishing 
industries and tourism, the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and other environmental officials 
say its time for radical solutions. With the Project Kaisei sailing vessel as a picturesque backdrop, DTSC Acting Director 
Maziar Movassaghi called for unified action to fight ocean pollution. The Kaisei vessel recently returned from a four-
week journey to the North Pacific Gyre (Garbage Patch). 
 
"We need a radical revolutionary approach to this problem highlighted by Project Kaisei," Movassaghi said. "And the 
good news is that the solution to ocean pollution is at our fingertips. If we make everyday products in a safer way, with 
safer alternative chemicals and processes, there will ultimately be less pollution in the environment, especially the 
marine environment. That is what green chemistry is about." 
 
Movassaghi also announced the formation of separate partnerships with several non-profit groups to fight ocean 
pollution and work toward finding ways to reduce toxics going into the marine environment. This is a core principle of 
the California Green Chemistry Initiative that DTSC is spearheading. 
 
The groups joining DTSC are: Project Kaisei, the Ocean Protection Council, the Watershed Project, the California Product 
Stewardship Council and Algalita. 
 
"These partnerships will allow us to expand our knowledge to better design less-toxic products that will ultimately 
minimize potential threats to our oceans, marine life, and human health." DTSC Acting Director Maziar Movassaghi 
noted. 
 
DTSC and its partners will work to slow the accumulation of plastic waste in the ocean and other marine debris. They 
will also work to develop sustainable alternatives to plastic packaging, research the toxic impacts of existing plastic and 
investigate ways to shorten the environmental lifecycle of plastic waste. 
 
"The Watershed Project embraces the reality that marine debris and the growing amount of plastics in our ocean must 
be addressed in the context of a cradle-to-cradle approach said Linda Hunter, Executive Director of The Watershed 
Project. Manufacturers, municipalities and citizens need to work together to take responsibility for the tsunami of trash 
that we create every day." 
 
"Only though partnerships and close communication with manufacturing and industry groups can California 
expeditiously achieve cradle-to cradle systems for product waste," added Heidi Sanborn, Executive Director of the 
California Product Stewardship Council. 
 
Plastic marine debris has been on the increase. Plastics are petroleum-based products that do not easily biodegrade. 
Rather, they simply break down into smaller and smaller pieces. Vast amounts end up in our oceans each year carried 
by the wind, dumped off ships and through urban runoff into waterways that end at sea. 
 
"The ocean is the final resting place for all of our waste," explained Marieta Francis, Executive Director of the Algalita 
Marine Research Foundation. The ocean is downhill from everywhere. 
 
"We all know that plastics last. There is no 'away' when we throw plastics away. Every piece of plastic ever made is still 
on the planet, said Mary Crowley, President of the Ocean Voyages Institute & Project Kaisei Founder As a citizen of the 
ocean world, we need to create changes, both individually and as communities, countries and companies, making 


California Department of Toxic Substances Control September 22, 2009
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international and national laws that preserve our oceans. Now is the time! 
 
For more about on DTSCs partners for this effort, see below: 
 
California Product Stewardship Council:This group is dedicated to reducing the amount of packaging that goes into 
products, and holding the producers responsible for the packaging they use. 
 
The Watershed Project: It focuses on pollution flowing from creeks and river into San Francisco Bay. It is based in 
Contra Costa County. 
 
The Ocean Protection Council: It works to ensure California maintains healthy, resilient and productive ocean and 
coastal ecosystems 
 
The Algalita Marine Research Foundation: Based in Long Beach, this group is dedicated to the protection of the marine 
environment and its watersheds through research, education and restoration. 
 
Project Kaisei: A team of innovators, scientists, environmentalists, ocean lovers, sailors and sports enthusiasts who 
have come together to study marine debris in the Pacific Ocean. 
 
Click here to see a video of how green chemistry can help prevent ocean pollution 
 
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PollutionPrevention/GreenTechnology/Ocean-Trash-Video.cfm 
 
For more information on this partnership and DTSCs pollution prevention and green chemistry efforts, visit DTSCs Web 
site at www.dtsc.ca.gov  


The American Chronicle, California Chronicle, Los Angeles Chronicle, World Sentinel, and affiliates are 
online magazines for national, international, state, and local news. We also provide opinion and 


feature articles. We have over 5,000 contributors, over 100,000 articles, and over 11 million visitors 
annually. 


  


This website and its affiliates have no responsibility for the views, opinions and information 
communicated here. The contributor(s) and news providers are fully responsible for their 


content. In addition, the views and opinions expressed here are not necessarily those of the 
American Chronicle or its affiliates. All services and information provided on this website 


are provided as general information only. Any medical advice, home remedies and all other 
medical information on this website should not be treated as a substitute for the medical 


advice of your own doctor. We are not responsible for any diagnosis of treatment made by 
anyone based on any of the content of this website. Always consult your own doctor if you 


are in any way concerned about your health. 
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By Mike Luery  


SACRAMENTO (CBS13) ― California is looking like a dustbowl in a state that is desperate for water. 


 


"I need water," says Craig Shannon, an almond farmer in the Central Valley, "otherwise next year I'm out of business."  


 


Shannon spoke with CBS13 on a day of massive protests along the delta, with farmers altering the typical protest cry:  


"What do we need?" 


"Water!" 


"When do we want it?" 


"Now!" 


 


As many as 80,000 Californians could lose their jobs over water, according a recent UC Davis study. These farmers believe the drought is man made and 


caused by Congress. 


 


"We want water," says farm worker Sylvia Soto. "We want Obama to turn the pumps on for all our people." 


 


  Have your say. Where do you stand on the war on water?  


 


Those pumps are on, technically, but water deliveries for the Central Valley are down dramatically from 85% of normal four years ago to 10% of normal 


today. The Feds say 3/4 of the missing water is due to the drought while 1/4 is from pumping restrictions to protect endangered species like salmon and 


the delta smelt. 


 


At the rally, held near Fresno, Central Valley Congressman Devin Nunes worked the crowd, speaking with farmers and workers alike. Nunes feels the real endangered species are those 


farmers and workers, no the fish. 


 


"This is politics at its worst," said Nunes during a break in his discussions. "This is about radical environmental groups wanting this area to go back to what it was 100 years ago which was just 


a desert." 


 


But environmentalists like Barbara Barrigan-Parilla say the debate is not about fish versus people. "We also have a fishing economy that's tied to the Delta and commercial salmon fishing is a 


really important part of the California economy." 


 


Thousands of fishing jobs are also affected by the drought, with a thirsty California demanding more water than the state can provide. California's elected officials have yet to find a solution 


despite decades of dialogue and caught in the middle are farmers, fishermen and consumers who ultimately may have to pay more for food at the grocery store because of the war over water. 


 


(© MMIX, CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.) 
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EDITORIAL: Time to enter pension fray  
OUR VIEW: Urge water agencies to join hike fight 


the North County Times Opinion staff -- opinion@nctimes.com | Posted: Sunday, September 20, 2009 12:00 am 


David is winding up, taking aim at Goliath. 


And all North County residents have an opportunity to join the fight ---- especially if they are at all concerned, as they should be, with stopping an 
ill-advised increase in future retirement benefits for another group of governmental employees. 


Olivenhain Municipal Water District's board stepped into David's sandals earlier this month when it voted to oppose a tentative 25 percent increase 
in future pension benefits for employees of Southern California's primary water distributor ---- Metropolitan Water District, our Goliath. 


Midweek, the Olivenhain district challenged other area water entities to join it and sign a letter of opposition to the pension increase to be presented 
Thursday to the San Diego County Water Authority's four members of Metropolitan's board. 


As we noted in this spot Sept. 13 and again Wednesday, we've many objections to increasing public employee pension benefits at a time most 
entities are finding it difficult to fund existing benefits packages and are wisely seeking to curb them in the future. 


Metropolitan had planned to get the increase approved by its board last week as part of a five-year contract with its four employee unions. 
Fortunately, prior to the meeting public outcry over the pension increase was such that the issue was postponed. A workshop on the topic is being 
scheduled for no earlier than Oct. 12. 


Our region's water distribution system is convoluted, to say the least. In short, water and all the costs associated with its purchase, debt and 
operational obligations flows through Metropolitan to its member-agencies to their members down to anyone who pays a water bill. 


This battle needs to go the other way as the strongest show of force is built from the bottom up. 


So contact your water supplier (or one of your agency's board members) and demand support of Olivenhain's efforts. 


In addition, join us in urging the County Water Authority board to take a united stance Thursday and oppose Metropolitan's plan. 


Contact area water agencies 


List of regional water providers: http://www.sdcwa.org/about/member-agencies.phtml#contact 


San Diego County Water Authority: http://www.sdcwa.org 858-522-6600 


Metropolitan Water District board: http://www.mwdh2o.org/mwdh2o/pages/board/bio01.html 213-217-6000 


RELATED LINKS: 


EDITORIAL: Metropolitan delay wise; speak up now 


REGION: Water district delays vote on pension hike 


REGION: Plan to boost MWD benefits sparks outcry 


EDITORIAL: Deep-six Metropolitan's pension hike 
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GUEST OPINION: Water future needs 
'thorough' conversation, Gorin and 
McKenzie say 
 
By JAKE McKENZIE and SUSAN GORIN 
 
Published: Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 5:47 p.m.  


Water. We have heard a lot lately about the drought that we 
are in and our water supply. As part of the Water Advisory Committee, which includes elected 
officials from all of the Sonoma County Water Agency contractors, we have learned firsthand 
how complex the issue is here in Sonoma County. 


First, we want to congratulate all of you who have done an outstanding job of conserving water 
this spring and summer. As you probably read in The Press Democrat, almost all of the Water 
Agency contractors have met or exceeded their water conservation goals this summer. 


In addition, due to our great conservation efforts, the Water Agency contractors have exceeded 
the 25 percent reduction in diversions mandated by the state water board and helped preserve 
the water supply in Lake Mendocino to provide for the fall run of the endangered fish species in 
the Russian River. 


Water conservation is not something new to our residents. Our cities have been actively and 
aggressively developing water conservation programs that meet or exceed the California Urban 
Water Conservation Council’s best management practices since the early 1990s. 


Our communities are held up as models statewide for our innovative approaches to water 
conservation. 


Our toilet rebate programs have replaced more than 143,500 toilets and provided rebates for 
23,500 new high-efficiency washing machines in Sonoma and Marin counties. 


Our rebates for water-conserving landscape and water-efficient appliances have been well 
accepted by our communities. Our irrigation efficiency and cash-for-grass programs have 
helped to remove acres of turf and replaced it with low-water-use alternatives. 


Water conservation continues to be one of the cheapest forms of water supply. Not only does 
conservation provide water supply, but the more water we save, the less we need to process at 
our regional wastewater treatment plant. 


By saving water, we can prolong the time when we will need to expand the treatment plant.  


The more complex part of the problem is water supply and where we go in planning for current 
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and future needs. Most of us receive our water from the Sonoma County Water Agency. The 
majority of that water comes from the Russian River (via Lake Sonoma) and some ground 
water sources. 


Based on a recent biological opinion, the flows in the Russian River and Dry Creek are adversely 
affecting federally listed coho and Chinook salmon and steelhead. That creates concerns as we 
plan for the long-term water supply needs of our area. 


Planning for long-term supply is a difficult job and one that needs to be carefully and 
thoroughly discussed by all of us. We need to begin the discussion with the Water Agency now, 
because it will take longer than we think it will. 


The solutions are not easy and will be costly. The sooner we get started, the better off we will 
be. 


Additional conservation has to be a part of any solution. The Water Advisory Committee is 
already looking at regional programs that will enhance our current conservation efforts and help 
us manage water consumption in our communities.  


It is up to all of us to be good stewards and ensure there is enough water to protect 
endangered fish and provide for the needs of the environment, agricultural, urban and 
recreational uses. 


The water contractors stand ready to work collaboratively with the Sonoma County Water 
Agency as we look at alternative strategies to meet our ongoing and future water needs. 


But we will need the participation of all of our residents in your ongoing commitment to saving 
this vital resource. 


Jake McKenzie is a member of the Rohnert Park City Council and chairman of the Water 
Advisory Committee. Susan Gorin is mayor of Santa Rosa and vice chairwoman of the Water 
Advisory Committee. 
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