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Agencies offering rebates for water-saving 
devices 
2:00 a.m. September 21, 2009 


Several popular rebates for water-saving devices will again be available to county residents and businesses 
starting 9 a.m. today.  


The SoCal Water$mart and Save A Buck rebate programs will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis 
until May 31 or when the $10.6 million budget is dispersed, whichever comes first.  


Both programs are administered by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California through the San 
Diego County Water Authority and its 24 retail member agencies.  


SoCal Water$mart covers high-efficiency clothes washers, high-efficiency toilets, weather-based irrigation 
controllers and rotary irrigation nozzles with pressure-regulating heads. Go to socalwatersmart.com for more 
information.  


Save A Buck is for commercial, industrial and institutional facilities or multifamily properties. Go to 
mwdsaveabuck.com for details on that program.  


— M.L.  
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OUT HERE 


An L.A. water scofflaw explains 


Honest, officer, the sprinklers were just broken. 


September 19, 2009 


Only about 1,400 of Los Angeles' 4 million residents have been cited by 
the Department of Water and Power for violating the city's new watering 
restrictions, which allow property owners to run their lawn sprinklers 
just twice a week, on Mondays and Thursdays. Recently, The Times' 
editorial writer on water policy -- me -- became one of them.  
 
My husband and I awoke on a Tuesday to the sound of running water 
and an aquatic display in front of our house that rivaled that at the 
Grove. Jets danced from our sprinklers into the street and bubbled over 
into a makeshift, sun-dappled pond. Our 3-year-old was delighted. The 
only thing missing was the Sinatra soundtrack. 
 
The sprinkler system hadn't been programmed to water that day. That, 
after all, is prohibited by the city's watering restrictions, which I had 
explained and defended in editorials and which our household has 
devotedly followed. (I swear! We have the crispy lawn to prove it!) 
 
We couldn't figure out how to shut the sprinklers off, so we called our plumber, who said he'd come by at 11 a.m. When 
the doorbell rang at 10:45, we expected to see his van parked outside. Instead, there sat a silver Prius. A friendly fellow 
wearing an LADWP cap was at our door. Drought Busters! 
 
It wasn't as if we had intended the system to run, and it hadn't been broken for more than a few hours -- excuses, 
excuses -- but he slapped us with a "Water Conservation Ordinance Citation" admonishing us for watering on a "Non 
Watering Day." This time we got off with a warning. Next time, it'll be $100.  
 
Had a snitching neighbor turned us in? Our Drought Buster said no, that he was just "in the neighborhood."  
 
It's a good sign, I suppose, that the DWP is keeping such close tabs on all of us. When I first wrote about the program 
in a 2007 editorial cheekily headlined "Who you gonna call?," I mocked the idea of roving water cops, sniping that this 
"mighty band of six Department of Water and Power employees" (now there are 15, and they can write citations) would 
do about as much to save L.A. water as Dan Aykroyd and the Ghostbusters. 
 
I guess I'm the punch line now.  
 
-- Eryn Brown  


Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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NEWS 


Big thanks for fun event 


By GUSTAVO BERMEO 
Published: Friday, September 18, 2009 5:24 PM CDT 


A big thanks to all the staff and volunteers who helped put together the grand opening of Valley-Wide’s Diamond 
Valley Lake Community Park this weekend. It was a fantastic event, and we had lots of fun. 
 
A very special thanks goes to our sponsors: Agri-Empire, city of Hemet, Supervisor Jeff Stone, The Bank of Hemet, 
Miller-Jones Mortuary, Boy Scout Troop 007, Metropolitan Water District, Carl’s Hawaiian Shaved Ice, Eastern 
Municipal Water District, Friends of Valley-Wide Foundation, and Exchange Club of Hemet-San Jacinto. 
 
The new park was the place to be if you are a softball fan. Sixteen men’s teams and eight co-ed teams battled it out 
at the first-ever tournament at the park with team Hectic taking the championship for the men’s division and team 
Traviesos winning the co-ed division.  
 
The walls go up today for Valley-Wide’s annual Haunted House at the Valle Vista Community Center. The Haunted 
House will open Oct. 24. The cost is $3 per person or $2 with a canned food item; all canned goods go to the 
Community Pantry. 
 
For more information, call 927-6673. 
 
Gustavo Bermeo writes a weekly column for Valley-Wide Recreation & Park District. 
 
 


Copyright © 2009 - The Valley Chronicle 
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L.A. is sprinkling less, but gushing more 


Some experts look to Los Angeles' new water rationing system as a possible culprit behind the surge 
in bursting pipes. 


By Jessica Garrison 


September 19, 2009 


L.A. officials revealed Friday a significant increase in the number of 
damaging water main breaks so far this month and said they are 
investigating whether the city's new water rationing system could be a 
factor in the pipe bursts. 
 
The Department of Water and Power, since Sept. 1, has recorded 34 
"major blowouts" in L.A.'s water system in which streets have flooded 
and pavement has buckled -- in some cases damaging homes and 
businesses. By contrast, the city had only 21 such ruptures in all of 
September 2008, 17 in September 2007 and 13 in September 2006. 
 
City engineers are trying to determine what's causing the water main 
bursts and have been taking soil samples, sending pipe pieces to labs for 
testing and performing a statistical analysis on each break. 
 
But some experts said a prime suspect should be the city's recent decision to allow sprinklers to run only on Mondays 
and Thursdays. 
 
They say that if more water flows through the system on those two days when people water their lawns and then 
pressure suddenly changes on other days, it could put added stress on already aging pipes. 
 
"As Sherlock Holmes used to say, when you eliminate everything, whatever is left is the reason. . . . If the pipe wasn't 
bad, and it [wasn't seismic activity] and it wasn't a funky contractor, well, what you've changed is this twice-a-week 
surge flow because of watering restrictions," said Richard Little, director of the Keston Institute for Public Finance and 
Infrastructure Policy at USC. 
 
Jean-Pierre Bardet, chairman of USC's civil engineering department, who began informally consulting with DWP 
officials Thursday, concurred that water rationing should be thoroughly investigated, noting that the system's age makes 
it susceptible to problems. 
 
DWP officials said they are looking into the rationing, among numerous other causes. The rationing began in June, 
shortly before they noticed an uptick in major blowouts. There were 24 blowouts in July and 31 in August, increases 
from the same months last year. 
 
Jim McDaniel, head of city water operations, refused to speculate on the cause, saying the inquiry is not complete. 
 
Engineers also stressed that the city's 7,200 miles of pipe aren't actually leaking more than usual -- in fact, the number 
of leaks, about 1,400 a year, is down from the past and represents a lower rate per mile of pipe than in other cities. The 
problem is with bigger, more destructive leaks that send water shooting through streets. 
 
"We have more breaks which actually have created major destruction," Bardet said.
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The problem came to the DWP's attention Sept. 5, after a 5-foot-wide trunk line underneath Coldwater Canyon Avenue 
in Studio City exploded, sending a 10-foot gusher of water and mud into the air. 
 
Homes and businesses were flooded, and the street, a major thoroughfare connecting the San Fernando Valley and the 
Westside, was closed for a week. That pipe was 95 years old, and officials suspected that age may have been a factor in 
its failure. 
 
Less than 72 hours later, another, newer main burst in Valley Village, creating a sinkhole that swallowed half the 
firetruck that responded to the call about flooding. Firefighters crawled out the window and escaped to safety. 
 
As officials analyzed those problems, they realized they had been seeing an increase in "major blowouts." 
 
In the following days, there was at least one and often two or three major breaks, snarling traffic, flooding streets and 
attracting media attention. On Thursday, a break temporarily closed Topanga Canyon Boulevard in Canoga Park. On 
Friday afternoon, a blowout was reported in Silver Lake. 
 
At first, officials believed one culprit was the age of the system. The DWP has a $1.3-billion program to replace old 
pipe, funded by a water rate increase of about $2 per customer that the council authorized last year. 
 
But as the blowouts continued, department officials began reaching out for help, sending data to universities and other 
experts. 
 
Officials said it remains possible that the blowouts are a statistical anomaly. But experts like Little are somewhat more 
skeptical. He said the timing of the blowouts -- coming soon after the city imposed a major change in water usage with 
the restrictions -- is highly curious. This marks the first time the city has restricted water use to two days a week. 
 
"To me that is an 'aha' moment," he said. 
 
Little doubts that seismic activity is to blame and said that if he were investigating, he would study the way the shifting 
pressure from the rationing is hitting the water mains. 
 
But his USC colleague Bardet raised a question investigators will have to answer: If rationing is to blame, wouldn't 
other cities like Long Beach with similar programs be seeing a surge in blowouts? 
 
Some City Council members said the DWP needs to figure it out -- fast. 
 
jessica.garrison@latimes.com 
 
Times staff writer Rich Connell contributed to this report. 


Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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No water? Stop building  


The so-called "water experts" are living in la-la land if they think the people of Northern 
California are going to allow a canal to be built around the delta so more water can be 
sent to Southern California. The delta is a fragile fresh water ecosystem that, if any more 
water is removed, will allow salt water incursion from the San Francisco Bay to back up 
into the delta. The result will be a salt marsh with fish and plant life destroyed.  


Farmers in the Sacramento area rely on fresh water from the delta and canal system to 
irrigate their farms. If there is any more salt water incursion into the delta, the farmland 
will be ruined for generations.  


The solution to this whole mess is to stop unrestricted building in Southern California 
unless there is a guaranteed water supply. Laws should be passed requiring artificial grass 
for lawns and to force homeowners to plant succulents and to landscape with colored 
rock.  


We need more reservoirs to take advantage of wet years so we have a safe and sufficient 
water supply.  


Bob Reed  


Highland  
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Project to place fish- 
saving gates in delta stalls  
  
The Associated Press  
  
Posted: 09/18/2009 07:09:16 PM PDT  
  
Updated: 09/18/2009 07:09:17 PM PDT
FRESNO, Calif.—A plan to place two removable gates  
in California's freshwater estuary to keep threatened  
fish from getting killed by water pumps has been put  
off for this year.   
  
San Joaquin Valley farmers favored the "Two Gates"  
proposal as a temporary solution to the water crisis  
hitting the state and slowing deliveries from the  
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.   
  
A three-year drought, coupled with environmental  
restrictions on pumping, have forced farmers to idle  
thousands of acres and contributed to the collapse  
of the commercial salmon fishing industry.   
  
Metropolitan Water District officials hope  
contractors can get the gates installed and permitted  
by next summer, a critical time for a native fish  
called the delta smelt.
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Recall effort targets supervisor 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY: Marion Ashley says talk of him catering to special interests is untrue and 
calls the ouster attempt "frivolous." 
 
 


 
10:30 PM PDT on Sunday, September 20, 2009 


By DUANE W. GANG 
The Press-Enterprise 


A group of Riverside County residents has started a recall effort targeting Supervisor Marion Ashley, calling him 
a "special interests" politician who caters to developers.  


The group known as the Committee Supporting the Recall of Supervisor Ashley filed a notice of intent this 
month, one of the first steps in the recall process.  


"Public documents and your voting record reflect a willingness to place residents' property values and their 
health, safety, and welfare at risk, while at the same time favoring developers and special interests," the notice 
reads.  


On Friday, Ashley described the recall as a "frivolous effort" by a narrow group of individuals.  


Ashley, first elected in 2002, already faces re-election in June.  


"If they disagree with me, why don't they find a candidate who feels like they do and get behind him," Ashley 
said.  


He said rallying behind such a candidate would probably be faster and more efficient than gathering the more 
than 14,000 signatures required to place a recall on the ballot.  


Ashley, who filed his response to the notice of intent on Tuesday, said he doesn't believe the recall will be 
successful.  


Those backing the recall effort cite the Procinctu project in Homeland as an example of why they feel Ashley 
should be removed. The project is a private military-style training center that supervisors have approved.  


Recall supporters say Ashley inappropriately fast-tracked the project, resulting in a "gross failure of the public 
trust," according to the notice of intent.  


Ashley said the project has gone through all the proper approvals, and those opposed to the project have had 
opportunities to voice their concerns.  


Ann Weston, a Procinctu critic, describes herself as the recall coordinator. She includes her contact information 
on the recall news release and owns a Web site, bootthemout.net, supporting the effort.  


On Friday, Weston, who does not live in Ashley's district, said she is not part of the committee. But in her view, 
she said, voters need to be aware of the issues surrounding Ashley.  


  Search  PE.com        


 Download story podcast
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Ashley represents the county's 5th District, which includes Moreno Valley, Banning, Beaumont and Perris.  


Reach Duane W. Gang at 951-368-9547 or dgang@PE.com  
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Stalled water measures spur veto threat 
Governor wants package passed, on his desk soon 


By Michael Gardner 
U-T Sacramento Bureau 


2:00 a.m. September 19, 2009 


SACRAMENTO — A frustrated Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger may threaten to veto dozens of unrelated bills if 
lawmakers fail to move a stalled water package to his desk in the coming days, according to those close to negotiations.


But those brokering the deal privately warn that such an ultimatum could further poison negotiations already marred by 
distrust, making it even more challenging to meet his demand. 


Before leaving town for a brief recess last Saturday, the Legislature appeared to be inching toward a broad agreement 
on fixing the San Joaquin-Sacramento Delta, hub of the state's water supply network that extends to San Diego County. 


Talks had narrowed to a handful of difficult issues, including a nearly $12 billion bond measure that would have to be 
sold to voters skeptical of dams and debt. Oversight of ambitious programs to restore the environmentally and 
economically valuable delta is equally contentious. 


But time ran out before legislators could digest complex proposals more than 200 pages long unveiled just hours before 
adjournment. 


Lawmakers expect to be called back to Sacramento soon to reopen the water package. But those votes may not be 
delivered quick enough for Schwarzenegger, who over the past few years has been embarrassed by the failure of one of 
his administration's top priorities. 


Water interests privately say they are picking up subtle hints that the governor will veto key legislative priorities unless 
the water package is passed quickly. By law, Schwarzenegger must act on hundreds of bills no later than Oct. 11. 


“The governor will weigh each bill on its merits and act accordingly,” said Aaron McLear, a spokesman. “That said, he 
believes the Legislature should be focused on negotiating a solution to the state's mounting water crisis.” 


Senate President Pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg, D-Sacramento, brushed it off going into another round of talks. 


“I just focus on doing the work,” he said. 


San Diego area lawmakers involved in drafting water bills say the governor would be making a mistake. 


“Sometimes his tactics and antics work at cross purposes to getting good policy done,” said Assemblywoman Mary 
Salas, D-Chula Vista. 
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Assemblyman Kevin Jeffries, R-Lake Elsinore said: “It would be self-defeating. I don't see how that motivates the 
Legislature to work cooperatively with the governor.” 


Schwarzenegger has issued similar threats — and followed through — twice in the past 14 months. In August 2008, he 
promised vetoes if lawmakers did not send him a “responsible budget.” He ended up rejecting dozens of bills. 


He delivered another warning Sept. 8 — and then issued a veto — specifically citing water as one of the Legislature's 
failures. 


Union-Tribune 


Michael Gardner: (916) 445-2934;  
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/sep/19/stalled-water-measures-spur-veto-threat/?california&zIndex=168597 
 


 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
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Water main break in Venice causes sinkhole 
September 20, 2009 |  7:23 am 


The latest in a string of water main blowouts in L.A. occurred this morning in Venice, causing 


a sinkhole on Lincoln Boulevard. 


 


Since Sept. 1, there have been  34 "major blowouts" in L.A.'s water system in which streets 


have flooded and pavement has buckled.  


 


Another one occurred Friday afternoon on Myra Avenue in Silver Lake. By contrast, the city 


had only 21 such ruptures in all of September 2008, 17 in September 2007 and 13 in 


September 2006. 


The latest break occurred on Lincoln Boulevard near Palms Boulevard. KABC-TV footage 


showed a section of the roadway had buckled, creating a hole. Details of the break were not 


immediately available, but some lanes of Lincoln are closed. 


City engineers trying to determine what's causing the water main bursts  have been taking 


soil samples, sending pipe pieces to labs and performing a statistical analysis on each break. 


 


But some experts said a prime suspect should be the city's recent decision to allow sprinkling  


only on Mondays and Thursdays. 


 


They said that if more water flows through the system on those two days, then pressure 


suddenly changes on other days, it could put added stress on already-aging pipes. 


 


-- Shelby Grad 
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More: Most Popular stories, videos and more
More: Get breaking news alerts  


  
LOS ANGELES (KABC) -- The City of 
Los Angeles is confirming that 
September has been a particularly 
busy month with more water main 
breaks than usual. Now some city 
engineers have a theory on what's 
causing all the breaks. 


Officials for the Keston Institute for Public 
Finance and Infrastructure Policy at USC 
told the Los Angeles Times the series of 
breaks may be because of the city's new 
water rationing policy. 


The water policy only allows people to use 
their sprinklers on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Experts say when more water 
flows on some days, when people are 
watering their lawns, and flow drops on 
other days, the constant changes in 
pressure could be putting too much stress 
on the city's pipes. 


The Department of Water and Power has 
recorded 34 "major blowouts," in the water 
system since September 1, the Times 
reported. 


Story continues below
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By comparison, there were 21 in all of 
September 2008, 17 in September 2007 
and 13 in September 2006, according to 
The Times. 
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September 21, 2009 
 


Water usage overestimated 
 


Districts note excess rations 
 
Keith Matheny 
The Desert Sun  


Two of California's largest Colorado River water-users, the Imperial Irrigation District and Coachella 
Valley Water District, expect to leave large amounts of their river water allotments unused this year. 


The surprising projection comes as drought continues in the parched western United States and 
communities continue to scramble to conserve water and find new supplies. 


The projected leftover river water would be the largest amounts for the agencies since the 2003 
Quantitative Settlement Agreement, or QSA, forced river-users to keep better track of their water use. 


It's good news for the water-starved Los Angeles area, as agreements call for the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California and its 19million customers to receive all unused agricultural water 
supplies from IID and the Coachella Valley Water District. 


Metropolitan customers are currently in mandatory water conservation programs enacted this year for 
the first time in 18 years. 


The influx of water from the Coachella and Imperial valleys “would help replenish our storage in case 
next year is dry as well,” agency general manager Jeff Kightlinger said. 


The Colorado River's water is apportioned to states along the river through a 1931 agreement. 
California gets 4.4 million acre-feet of the 7.5 million acre-feet divided among southern river states. 


California's share in turn is split among six agencies, with IID by far the largest recipient of river water 
supplies at 3.1 million acre-feet annually. The Coachella Valley Water District is entitled to 330,000 
acre-feet per year. 


One acre-foot provides a typical Coachella Valley home with enough water for a year. 


The Coachella Valley district plans to finish the year below its annual Colorado River allotment by up 
to 8,000 acre-feet of water. IID projects to finish the year 180,000 acre-feet below its allotment. The 
estimates come from the federal Bureau of Reclamation that manages the river. 


“This is the farthest off our order that we've been since the QSA and since we really started 
watching,” said Coachella Valley Water District general manager Steve Robbins. 


The QSA came about after California's neighbors, needing increased supplies for themselves, 
complained about the Golden State routinely using far more river water than that to which it was 
entitled. 


The pact required California to scale back its river water use from 5.1 million acre feet annually 
around 2000 to the current 4.4 million acre-feet a year. 


Until the QSA, not much attention was paid to whether states or agencies were over- or under-using 
river water, Robbins said. 


“Nobody really cared if we were over before then,” he said. 
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“Those days are gone.” 


Conservation controversy 


Why IID and Coachella Valley Water District have river water to spare is a point of debate. 


IID spokesman Kevin Kelley said it's a result of the depressed farming economy, particularly for 
forage crops such as alfalfa that is fed to cattle. 


“It's a function of natural market forces,” he said. “If farm commodity prices were high, those fields 
would be planted and water would be ordered for them.” 


But Tom Brundy, owner of Brundy Farms in Calexico, said a major contributing factor is the efforts 
farmers have put into conserving water. 


Brundy said he now uses computer programs feeding information on the moisture content of soil, 
laser guided sloping of fields to provide just the right irrigation levels, and additional staff to better 
manage water. 


“The conservation we're doing today, we're doing out of our own pocket, and we're pretty much 
maxed out,” Brundy said. 


But the water that farmers are saving is benefiting urban areas. Meanwhile, crop revenues are 
dropping and farming costs increasing, Brundy said. 


“The QSA is supposed to provide funds for on-farm conservation,” he said. “I haven't seen a dime.” 


More should be done to pay back farmers for conservation efforts that free up water for urban areas 
that need it, Brundy said. 


“If I don't get compensated, I'm going to quit,” he said. “There's no money out here. I am losing money 
today on my farm, and more than a little bit.” 


In the Coachella Valley, crops are not as varied and rotated, and the high-end grape, citrus and date 
fields face less economic pressure than in Imperial County, Robbins said. 


The reduced river water use in the Coachella Valley district this year is likely because of a summer 
that was mild by the desert's standards, he said. 


“We had a really cool June,” he said. “Even when it got hot, we didn't have those 120-degree days, or 
a lot of days of 115 in a row. 


“That means you don't have as much water evaporating off the fields and the plants don't need as 
much.” 
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