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500,000 Clean Water violations since
2004

New York Times releases shocking report about the state of American water and
abuses by Bush-era EPA. Interactive map shows just how bad your water is.

Tue, Sep 15 2009 at 7:50 PM EST
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New York Times just released a sobering report about the state of drinking water in the U.S.
The report found that since 2004 over 500,000 violations of water regulations have occurred,
most prominently the failure to report toxic spills and illegal dumping into waterways.

According to the report, 19 million people in the U.S. contract illnesses from drinking water
contaminated with pathogens, and at least 40 percent of the nation's community water
supplies have at least one violation per year (i.e. tested water exceeds toxicity levels allowed
by law).

The biggest non-surprise in the report is that the Environmental Protection Agency under Bush
not only failed to enforce clean water regulations, in several instances they actually interfered
when States attempted to regulate their own water supplies.



http://www.mnn.com/featured-blogs/greentechnology�
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New EPA head Lisa Jackson has pledged to step up enforcement of clean water laws. Listen to
more details and other important enviro news on the Green News Report:

'Green News Report' w/ Brad Friedman & Desi Doyen

September 15, 2009

Click to listen (or download)
More info on today's report here...



http://www.bradblog.com/audio/greennews/GNR_091509.mp3

http://www.bradblog.com/?p=7412
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STEVE LOPEZ

Awash in water trouble, it's time to spout off at DWP

For some customers, bills are rising faster than a gusher from a broken main.
Steve Lopez
September 16, 2009

Until further notice, it might be wise to carry a life preserver with you at
all times in Greater Los Angeles, which had yet another water main NEW

eruption early Tuesday. TE A M

It's like a geyser park out there, and fittingly, the latest gusher was near
an L.A. Department of Water and Power distribution station in South
Los Angeles.

Where and when will the next one blow?

I'm visualizing a news conference at which Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
tries to explain the DWP's latest troubles or persuade us he can avert a
city budget disaster, and suddenly he's shooting skyward, riding a
gusher.

But even before rotten pipes gave way to raging rivers, | was working on a column about the DWP. | was working on it
before the City Council rejected yet another rate hike request, before Villaraigosa buddy Fabian Nufiez's PR firm was
tapped for a $120,000 annual contract, and yes, even before the news that another Villaraigosa pal swept in and bought
a wind farm that the mayor wanted and then tried to sell it to the city at an inflated price.

It began with a seven-page letter from JoAnn Yuster of North Hollywood, who was steaming about how she and her
husband were using less water but paying more for it. Her letter was loaded with quotation marks and exclamation
points, and the handwriting got worse as she picked up speed.

"P.S.," she wrote. "I am really not a crazy lady. Just angry at what has happened to our city & state!!!"

When | went to visit JOAnn and Richard Yuster, their neighbor Beth Morgan dropped by, and they all took turns
complaining about their ever-growing DWP bills.

"My husband said it's like another mortgage payment," said Morgan, whose $927 DWP bill for July and August was
the same amount, almost to the penny, as her Social Security check.

Morgan said she called the DWP to complain that it was difficult to understand the bill, as well as the explanation of a
two-tier billing system that's in effect because of the drought.

"They said, "You don't gotta understand it, you just gotta pay the bill,' " said Morgan, whose husband is a TV producer
who works intermittently. "They said, 'Honey, nobody understands this." "

DWP did send an explanation to the Yusters, but language such as, "Your first tier allowance (usage block) will be
reduced by 15%," doesn't exactly make things crystal-clear. Imagine thousands of seniors training a magnifying glass

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-lopez16-2009sep16,0,986634,print.column 9/16/2009





Awash in water trouble, it's time to spout off at DWP -- latimes.com Page 2 of 3
on words like those, trying to make sense of what the DWP is telling them now.

What was perfectly clear to Yuster was the fact that, this year in July and August she used 25% less water than she did
last year during the same period. She's pretty sure she paid less last year, despite the greater usage, but she couldn't find
the bill to prove it. She did find her bill from two years ago, though. Then, she used 14% more water than she did this
year, yet her water bill was $56.42 less. Add in electric, sewer, the city utility tax, solid resources fee and the state
energy surcharge, and this year's bill was $783.80 for July and August versus $417.29 for the same period two years
ago.

Like the Morgans, the Yusters downsized in recent years, moving to a less expensive neighborhood to prepare for
retirement that now seems impossible to consider. At 69, Richard Yuster is still working two jobs in the garment

industry, and 66-year-old JoAnn works as a school registrar. They don't see an end in sight. Don't misunderstand,
Richard says, they're not poor. They're just fed up about rising costs, corporate greed and political corruption.

Yuster swallowed his teeth over a recent Times story about six-figure pensions and cost-of-living increases for 841
former city employees, including $327,000 a year for a former DWP general manager and $290,000 for an assistant
general manager.

He nearly choked when the state's high-speed rail commission, dominated by Gov. Schwarzenegger appointees,
preliminarily picked a company led by two former Schwarzenegger cronies as likely recipients of a $9-million PR
contract.

And he recently found out the burial plots he bought for himself and his wife might be gone, thanks to the demise of the
company he bought burial insurance from.

"What can we do?" he asked. "There's nothing to do. We keep working."

Yuster said he and his wife have always supported social services for those less fortunate than themselves.

"But I can't even pay for myself anymore," he said.

"We're middle America," his wife added. "We're the backbone of this country and you wonder what's happening."

The Yusters have lots of good questions and legitimate beefs. But when | looked into their situation, I learned that
although they've definitely cut back, they're still using quite a bit of water. | compared it with my own bill, for a house
roughly the same size as the Yusters', and I'm using less than half as much water.

Joe Ramallo, a DWP spokesman, said 68% of the agency's clients stayed within their Tier 1 limits, which come to
roughly 326 gallons of water a day. The Yusters, who used 748 gallons daily on average, ended up paying a big
surcharge for exceeding the limit. It's possible they've got a leak, said Ramallo, who offered to send workers out to
check. He also said DWP would pay $1 for every square foot of landscaping the Yusters convert to native plants.
Richard Yuster said his front lawn, which he waters twice a week, may indeed be the culprit and he's considered ripping
it out to go native. But indoors, he said, the Yusters are taking short showers, washing dishes in a small tub and turning
off the spigot while brushing teeth.

Given drought conditions, we all need to do a better job.

And so do DWP and the mayor.

Villaraigosa's goal of making renewable energy 40% of the DWP supply by 2010 is commendable, but as with his
bungled solar energy plan, he seems more concerned about getting credit for an idea than making it a reality. My
colleague Dave Zahniser had a nifty little example in the paper on Tuesday, and while reading it, | was slapping myself
in the forehead.

The city was eyeing some land in Kern County on which it wanted to put a wind farm, but then a former campaign
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fundraiser and pal of the mayor grabbed it for $48 million. Since he didn't need it all, he graciously offered to sell half
of it to the city for -- are you ready for this? -- $65 million. The city said no, so thank your lucky stars for that. Then the
guy sold it to the city of Vernon for $42 million, and now the mayor's minions are wondering whether to buy the land
or sue Vernon.

So, what should we do? Laugh? Cry? Call for an investigation?

I say all of the above.

Meanwhile, the DWP may ask for rate increases to cover the recent water main breaks. We've also had electricity rate
hikes every three months for the last three years, and now DWP is rewriting its request for another hike. As
Councilwoman Jan Perry said two weeks ago, we're tired of handing a "blank check™ to the DWP for a renewable
energy plan with few details and no known cost.

Sure, wind farms would be swell. But shouldn't we fix the broken water mains first, before we're commuting to work by
canoe?

steve.lopez@latimes.com

Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times
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EDITORIAL: Metropolitan delay wise; speak up now

OUR VIEW: Pension raise, delay rationale both puzzling
the North County Times Opinion staff -- opinion@nctimes.com | Posted: Wednesday, September 16, 2009 12:00 am
Common sense wins a round; the only issue is, will it prevail?

The Metropolitan Water District's decision Monday to hold a public workshop on its ill-advised increase in future pension obligations was wise.
However, we challenge the district's reasoning for delaying the vote originally scheduled for Tuesday.

Moreover, we still question, as we did Sunday, the need in an uncertain economy for Metropolitan to approve five-year contracts that lock in a
seemingly unsustainable 25 percent increase in benefits and a pay raise for its employees starting July 1.

In making the last-minute switch to delay the vote, the district's terse announcement said it was making the move in "keeping with the transparent
and open negotiating process" between it and the four unions representing Metropolitan's 1,900-plus workers. The statement also noted that the
district executives wanted to "make sure that all facts regarding this proposal are fully understood" by the public and the board prior to any vote.

Funny how the district's leadership apparently didn't believe it necessary for the public or the board to have "fully understood" the details of
proposed contracts prior to setting the matter on the agenda for approval Tuesday.

And we still find it odd in an era of furloughs, pay cuts and wage freezes, with private pensions being slashed and benefits in the public sector under
greater scrutiny, that any team of negotiators would even consider presenting to public board a package laden with increases.

In addition, all of us are under mandatory water conservation orders while water rates for what we do use increase. (Metropolitan's 21.5 percent rate
increase on its member-agencies Sept. 1 is trickling down to all of us in one fashion or another. And Metropolitan has already stated its rates will
rise another 19 percent in January 2011.)

Metropolitan's largest customer is the San Diego County Water Authority, which supplies water to its North County member-entities. Riverside
County's Western Municipal Water District and Eastern Municipal Water District fulfill a similar role for Southwest County. All three have
members on Metropolitan's board.

Contact them; contact Metropolitan's board offices ---- we now have more time to speak out.
Let them know how you enjoy paying more for less ... while they debate enriching Metropolitan employees' lives.
Contact your representatives

Metropolitan Water District board: http://www.mwdh20.org/mwdh20o/pages/board/bio01.html 213-217-6000

San Diego County Water Authority: http://www.sdcwa.org 858-522-6600

Eastern Municipal Water District: http://www.emwd.org 951-928-3777

Western Municipal Water District: http://www.wmwd.com 951-789-5000
RELATED LINKS:

REGION: Water district delays vote on pension hike

REGION: Plan to boost MWD benefits sparks outcry

EDITORIAL.: Deep-six Metropolitan's pension hike-->

http://www.nctimes.com/news/opinion/editorial/article ea3al1822-d68a-5f1e-a570-5f5e6b01d26f.html?pri... 9/16/2009
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L.A. sees increase in 'major blowouts' in water
system; officials eye rate hike to cover fixes
September 15,2009 | 4:06 pm

There is a mystery coursing beneath the streets of Los Angeles.

Every few days, another clue comes shooting up to the surface. A few recent ones include a
geyser that flooded homes and businesses in Sherman Oaks, a sinkhole that almost
swallowed a firetruck in Valley Village and a small flood near the tony shopping district on
Melrose Avenue.

After each of these water main breaks, which took place over the last 10 days, Department of
Water and Power officials were quick to point out that leaks are nothing out of the ordinary.
Los Angeles has about 1,400 ruptures a year in its 7,200 miles of pipe, a decrease over past
years and a rate-per-mile-of-pipe that is much better than other cities with aging
infrastructure.

But as they analyzed these incidents more closely, DWP engineers uncovered a conundrum:
Though the number of leaks citywide is down, the numbers that are “major blowouts” in
which water comes shooting up through pavement, wreaking havoc and racking up the repair
bills, is up over the last three months. And engineers have no idea why.

The most recent blowout was Tuesday morning, when a broken main on Exposition
Boulevard caused officials to close the thoroughfare between Crenshaw and Degnan
boulevards and cut off water to several local businesses.

James McDaniels, who is in charge of water operations for the DWP, told commissioners
Tuesday that the uptick in “major blowouts” is “not to the point we can’t handle it.”

But he also noted that in order to complete repairs to aging infrastructure, DWP officials plan
to ask the City Council to approve an increase in water rates in the next few years. DWP
officials say the rate increase has long been factored into their plans, but some on the City
Council said they were unhappy to hear of it.

“They have to make a case for that,” said Councilwoman Jan Perry. She also said she was
concerned to hear about the increase in major blowouts, and took “no comfort” from the fact
that Los Angeles’ rate of leaks is lower than other cities. “We have to get to the cause as to
why this has increased. People can get hurt. Property can be lost,” she said.

Some speculated that there has been an increase in leaks because of strange summer
weather, which has fluctuated between hot and cold, stressing pipes.

--Jessica Garrison
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Simi considers easing lawn-watering rules

By Anna Bakalis
Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Simi Valley may loosen its water conservation ordinance to allow people to irrigate on any given day, for up to a total of 45 minutes in a week.

The Simi Valley City Council held off on a vote Monday night to change the ordinance from three designated days a week in the summer to any three
days of the week. But council members want the city’s staff to look into more flexible options for residents, while also keeping water usage down by 15
percent.

Councilman Glen Becerra said that before the mandated water restrictions, he used to water his lawn five days a week for five minutes.

“My lawn was a lot greener then than it is now,” Becerra said.

Becerra said by watering 15 minutes three days a week in hopes of making up for the missed days of watering, he ends up with more runoff.

Ron Fuchiwaki, Public Works director, said his staff will look into ways to amend the allotment of watering time into minutes, rather than days. He will
check in with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California to see if this option is feasible.

Simi Valley declared a “Level 1” water shortage emergency in July, limiting outdoor water use to Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the summer
months.

Metropolitan wrote the model conservation ordinance that cities have been adopting in the last few months. It specifies people can water only three days
a week in the summer and two days in the winter.

The city ordinance states that residents — as well as city and park agencies and schools — can’t water between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., and lawns
or “stations” can be watered for 15 minutes at a time.

Initial numbers indicate that Simi Valley residents are cutting back on water usage: In July, water use was down 13.4 percent and 16.2 percent in August.
The percentage is compared with 2004-2006 baseline levels for water use — an average calculated over three years.

Council members asked Monday if customers could see how much water they’ve used for a billing cycle, and compare it with the overall goal.
City staff said it could be labor intensive and costly, but Fuchiwaki said they would look into it.
Given the state’s severe water shortage, Metropolitan has required that all of its customers reduce total water deliveries by 15 percent by June 2010.

The Simi Valley City Council is expected to continue the public hearing in its next meeting, scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Monday.
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Supervisors want to work with Soboba tribe on
development plans

Ty L cLie
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10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, September 15, 2009

By GAIL WESSON
The Press-Enterprise

Riverside County officials on Tuesday described the draft environmental study for the Soboba tribe's proposed
reservation expansion and hotel-casino project as deficient in addressing potential negative impacts, but county
supervisors suggested that dialog with the tribe and compromise may resolve concerns.

By a 4-0 vote, the Board of Supervisors expressed opposition to the project in its present form and concerns
about lack of detail in addressing issues including traffic management, public safety services and environmental
factors.

Board Chairman Jeff Stone, who represents the 3rd District that includes the area near San Jacinto, appointed
himself and 5th District Supervisor Marion Ashley to a subcommittee to "work cooperatively, professionally"
with the tribe.

Tuesday was the deadline for written comments on the plans to be submitted to the Bureau of Indian Affairs'
regional director in Sacramento. A final environmental impact statement is not expected until next year.

The U.S. Department of the Interior's assistant secretary of Indian affairs makes the final decision about the
land acquisition.

The Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians operates a casino on the reservation about a mile from the proposed
development. The tribe wants to annex land it owns along Soboba Road near Lake Park Drive into federal "fee
to trust" status, adding to the more than 6,000-acre reservation. In a trust, the land is held by the U.S.
government on behalf of the tribe, which would control its use.

Noting that the decision is a federal issue, county Supervisor John Tavaglione suggested local governments and
the tribe need to work together to lessen any negative effects of the project.

While acknowledging the tribe's "good neighbor" status because it financially supports causes in the
community, Stone said the effects on traffic and public safety must be addressed in "government to
government" discussions.

A tribal spokesman did not directly address the offer to meet. In a statement, spokesman Mike Hiles said, "The
Tribe is following a set process as mandated by the Federal Government, and appreciates all those who have
provided input during this public comment phase."

If the annexation goes through, residents of Soboba Springs Mobile Estates, a housing development adjacent to

the Country Club at Soboba's golf course and a hillside neighborhood, would have to travel through the
reservation to get to their homes in the city of San Jacinto.

http://www.pe.com/localnews/sanjacinto/stories/PE News Local E egrandel6.446f703.html 9/16/2009
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At meetings and hearings, some residents have protested the tribe's plans as incompatible with neighborhoods.
Other speakers have said the development would provide a much-needed economic boast.

Reach Gail Wesson at 951-763-3455 or gwesson@PE.com
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Two more L.A. water mains burst overnight,
bringing more questions
September 16, 2009 | 6:56 am

NOLLl

Two more water mains broke overnight in the San Fernando Valley, the latest in a rash
of problems hitting L.A.'s water system.

The first break occurred around 2:30 a.m. on Corbin Avenue in Warner Center, sending
water into the street. The second break occurred around 4:30 a.m. on Burbank
Boulevard in Winnetka.

Both incidents are under investigation.

Underground water pipes in Los Angeles have suffered significantly more "major
blowouts" in the last three months, officials confirmed Tuesday after analyzing dozens of
ruptures, some of which flooded streets, damaged vehicles and buildings and, in once
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case, created a sinkhole so big that it almost swallowed a firetruck. And the city's
engineers don't know why.

It could be fluctuating temperatures. It could be a statistical anomaly. It could be
something else.

"It's strange," said William Robertson, general manager of the Bureau of Street Services,
which repaves the ruined roads after the water recedes. "The thing that is puzzling is
they are so spread out . . . all over the city. You can't link them to anything."

What Department of Water and Power officials can say with certainty is they want more
money to fix the problem and plan to ask for a water rate hike. The blowouts underscore
the fact that the city's aging water system, which has 7,200 miles of pipe and moves 600
million gallons of water a day, needs an upgrade, officials said.

"This all requires a lot of money," said Jim McDaniel, head of the city's water system.

But some City Council members, who would have to approve any rate increase, did not
appear convinced.

"They have to make a case for that,” said Councilwoman Jan Perry. She added that she
is concerned about the rise in blowouts. "We have to get to the cause," she said.
"People can get hurt. Property can be lost."

Los Angeles' water system was put in place by William Mulholland, who figured out how
to tap water from the Eastern Sierra and the Owens Valley and designed an aqueduct
system that let it flow to Los Angeles on the force of gravity alone.

The influx allowed semi-arid Los Angeles to boom -- and subdivisions marched outward
in the 1920s and the years just after World War 11.

The system remains a marvel to many engineers and still sends water over the Santa
Monica Mountains from Sylmar to San Pedro using gravity. But parts of it are now
almost 100 years old, and many of the pipes are wearing out. At the same time, new
water quality standards are requiring the DWP to cover many reservoirs at great
expense.

The age of the pipes has long been a concern to engineers and officials at the DWP, but
most Angelenos were unaware of the urgency until earlier this month.

On Sept. 5, a 95-year-old trunk line ruptured under Coldwater Canyon Avenue, sending
a torrent of mud and water shooting 10 feet into the air and into the streets of Studio
City.





Less than 72 hours later, a broken main created a sinkhole not far away in Valley Village
-- and nearly consumed a firetruck that responded. Days later, another broken main
flooded Melrose Avenue near Fairfax High School.

And on Tuesday, there was another on Exposition Boulevard, which caused officials to
close the thoroughfare between Crenshaw and Degnan boulevards and cut off water to
several businesses.

-- Jessica Garrison

Photo: A sinkhole on Burbank Boulevard in Winnetka from a broken water main. Credit:
Al Seib / Los Angeles Times
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