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KTLA  
6th Water Main Ruptures in Los Angeles Area  
KTLA News  


6:11 AM PDT, September 11, 2009  


LOS ANGELES -- A sixth water main break in less than a week has hit 
Los Angeles, with the latest rupture in the Cathay Square area. 
 
KTLA spotted the broken main at the intersection of Lindenhurst and La 
Jolla Avenues just before 5 a.m. 
 
Water quickly filled the intersection. 
 
Crews at the scene were pushed back due to the compromised stability 
of the ground. 
 
DWP crews worked to turn off the water supply and assess the damge. 
 
It was not immediately known what caused the rupture. 
 
Hours earlier, another water main broke in the Vermont Knolls area of South Los Angeles. 
 
The line ruptured in the 8800 block of Baring Cross near 88th Street just after 1 a.m. 
 
Arriving firefighters blocked off the damaged pavement until Department of Water and Power crews arrived to begin 
the repairs. 
 
The incidents were the latest in a series of burst pipes along the city's seemingly crumbling water- transporting network.
 
The worst damage occurred last Saturday when a 95-year-old pipe burst in Studio City unleashing a torrent of water 
through homes and businesses along a three-block section of Coldwater Canyon Avenue. 
 
Parts of Coldwater Canyon Avenue were heavily damaged, forcing thousands of commuters to find alternate routes to 
get from the San Fernando Valley to the Westside. 
 
Officials had hoped to have Coldwater Canyon back in operation by Friday but now say it won't reopen to traffic until 
Saturday afternoon at the earliest. 
 
The 62-inch steel pipeline was installed in 1914 under then-City Engineer William Mulholland and had ruptured near 
the same spot in 1993. 
 
On Tuesday, a 6-inch water line burst in Valley Village -- about two miles east of the site of Saturday's rupture -- 
creating a sinkhole that partially swallowed a Los Angeles Fire Department truck. 
 
Four firefighters inside the truck escaped without injury. It took several hours to pull the 42,000-pound engine out of 
the muddy, water-filled hole. 
 
Early the next morning, two 6-inch lines ruptured in the Fairfax District -- in the 100 block of North Hayworth Avenue 
and the 1400 block of Hi Point Street. 
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Los Angeles City Council members said they intend to monitor ongoing upgrades to the city's 7,000 miles of water 
pipelines, with Councilman 
 
Paul Koretz, who represents Studio City and Valley Village, calling the ruptures "a wake-up call."  


Copyright © 2009, KTLA-TV, Los Angeles  
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Elsinore Valley Water District postpones $42 
million in projects 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Thursday, September 10, 2009 


By AARON BURGIN 
The Press-Enterprise 


The Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District has indefinitely postponed $41.9 million in projects that would 
deliver water to and sewage from homes that don't yet exist. 


The standstill in home construction delayed the need for the projects, which represented more than one-third 
of the water district's $110 million building campaign to modernize and expand the district's infrastructure, 
including miles of recycled-water pipelines and new groundwater-treatment plants that would reduce the 
district's dependence on imported water. 


The five projects being shelved include a $23 million station that would lift sewage to higher pipelines so that 
gravity could pull it to the district's main treatment facility, as well as several pipelines that would deliver water 
to homes in the Alberhill Ranch community in north Lake Elsinore. 


More than 1,500 homes were slated for the development's first phase, but fewer than 300 have been built. 


"When we started the capital improvement campaign, no one could have foreseen this steep of a downturn," 
district spokesman Greg Morrison said. "These projects were all development driven, and right now, there is no 
development." 


The capital improvement campaign is being paid for by certificates of participation -- bonds that are paid back 
over a three-year period through fees paid by developers, property owners and homeowners. If the district 
didn't delay the projects, it would not be able to make the bond payments because there would be no homes or 
development on which to assess fees. 


"We wouldn't have been able to make the timeline," said Paul Carver, the district's engineering director. 


District officials said the district benefits in the meantime because it is not carrying as hefty a bond debt as it 
would have otherwise. 


"This will keep us financially stable, so that when development does resume we're able to get those projects 
online," Morrison said. 


The district has done about $10 million worth of projects thus far, but is about to start a $54 million project to 
replace its arterial sewer line, the Lakeshore trunk sewer line; and a $3 million project to install recycled-water 
pipelines throughout Wildomar. 
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Reach Aaron Burgin at 951-375-3733 or aburgin@PE.com 
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Projects shelved 


Source: Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District 


  
 


Lakeshore Regional Sewer Lift Station $23 million


Alberhill Ranch Water Transmission Pipeline Phase 1 $9.3 million


Alberhill Ranch Water Transmission Pipeline Phase 2 $1.4 million


Temescal Valley Water Pipeline Pump Station $6 million


Baker Street Water Transmission Pipeline $2.2 million
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September 11, 2009 
 


Lake faced with need for 
mussel prevention  
 
    The Lake is the heart of Canyon Lake, 
and like a human heart, it faces threats to 
its health that are silent and deadly 
without proper care and supervision. In 
some ways, it is already ill, according to 
water officials, with levels of particular 
nutrients that violate state water quality 
standards called TMDL (Total Maximum 
Daily Load). Specialists contracted by the 
City of Canyon Lake already are 
researching ways to improve the health of 
the Lake and reduce TMDL by 2020.  
    But there is a more immediate and 
dangerous threat – like plaque building up 
in the arteries of a heart – that has the 
potential of clogging anything and 
everything coming into continuous contact 
with the Lake if strict measures aren’t 
taken. Canyon Lakers have read about 
them in past months and heard about 
them once again at last week’s POA Board 
meeting – they are the invasive, 
microscopic quagga/zebra mussels.  
    The Lake and Marina Committee, based 
on input from the State of California, the water district and other officials, has concluded that the Property 
Owners Association should act promptly to prevent the introduction of the mussels into Canyon Lake, 
saying, “An effective quagga/zebra mussel regime will avoid the following negative consequences that 
would result from mussel infestation:  
    • Damage to dam and water treatment facilities  
    • Damage to inflow, runoff and causeway pipes  
    • Damage to boat docks and lifts  
    • Damage to Solar Bees  
    • Damage to POA and member boats  
    • Damage to fish and wildlife  
    “Though we have yet to quantify the potential damage, it is clear that a mussel infestation would have a 
very high negative impact on Canyon Lake economically and recreationally,” says Director Steve Salazar, 
the Board’s liaison to the Lake and Marina Committee. “The related costs would significantly impact the 
Association for years to come. It should be noted that, to date, no effective way to control these pests, once 
they have entered a body of water, has been developed anywhere in the U.S.”  
    The committee reports that, due to infestation, the Colorado River is no longer a viable option for 
replenishment of Canyon Lake. Additionally, mussels have already infested several nearby lakes, including 
Lake Skinner and Lake Mathews, and the City of Lake Elsinore has determined it will not institute any 
measures to prevent mussel infestation.  
    The state and some local authorities have instituted quagga/zebra control programs and boaters who 
frequent some of these protected venues are generally familiar with the rational for, and the specific 
requirement of, these programs, according to Steve.  
    Steve, serving as POA Treasurer, acknowledges there are several challenges the POA must consider 
before beginning to devise/implement a formalized mussel prevention regime:  
    1. No budgetary consideration has been given to quagga/zebra prevention. Thus, the POA Board of 


Canyon Lake boaters will be faced with changes to their routine for entering 
the community gates if measures recommended by the Lake and Marina 
Committee to prevent an infestation of quagga/zebra mussels are put into 
effect. However, the cost to the community will be much greater if they aren't 
put into effect, as Director Steve Salazar points out, "Though we have yet to 
quantify the potential damage, it is clear that a mussel infestation would have 
a very high negative impact on Canyon Lake economically and recreationally. 
The related costs would significantly impact the Association for years to come. 
It should be noted that, to date, no effective way to control these pests, once 
they have entered a body of water, has been developed anywhere in the U.S." 
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Directors will need to determine how to fund any prevention efforts that it may decide to institute. 
    2. Implementation of a prevention program may be considered a nuisance to boaters who are 
accustomed to frequently exiting and re-entering Canyon Lake with their boats (e.g., competitive 
skiers/wake boarders and boaters who want to exit Canyon Lake to re-fuel and immediately return 
afterwards).  
    3. A successful program will require ongoing management attention.  
    4. The area where San Jacinto Creek enters the North Ski Area is outside of the POA’s jurisdiction. Thus, 
the POA will need to interface with the City of Canyon Lake and other third parties to address this issue.  
    While presenting the Lake and Marina Committee’s findings to the Board, Steve pointed out that, due to 
Canyon Lake’s unique geography (with three manned gates controlling access to the entire community) 
most discussions have centered around the issue of controlling boat access to the private community.  
    “While in the past there has been some focus on boat ramps, our unique situation affords us the 
opportunity to implement an effective program at the gates, which should require fewer resources than a 
program that emphasizes monitoring the launch areas,” says Steve.  
    According to the committee, a potential quagga/zebra prevention program might include the following 
elements:  
    • All boats entering or leaving Canyon Lake would use the East Gate.  
    • Boats entering would be stopped and inspected by a trained POA inspector, with a possible inspection 
area located at Eastport.  
    • Any boat found to be wet or contaminated would be either decontaminated or equipped with a 
quarantine seal and scheduled for re-inspection prior to use on the Lake. Quarantine would be a period of 
two to 14 days.  
    • Boats that pass inspection would be authorized for use on the Lake.  
    • Boats exiting Canyon Lake for storage, fueling or service would be inspected and equipped with a 
“storage seal.”  
    • Boats entering Canyon Lake with an intact storage seal would be inspected and, if the seal is intact and 
boat is found to be dry and clean, the seal would be removed and the boat authorized for use on the Lake. 
    • Any quarantined boat found on the Lake or any seal found to be tampered with would be subject to a 
$500 fine. If the fine is not paid, the POA would revoke Lake privileges until the fine is settled.  
    The committee believes a possible area for decontamination is Eastport. At some point, this could include 
a containment area, 1,400-degree high-pressure wash equipment and a drain connected to the sewer. 
Offsite, an authorized decontamination facility that issues certificates might be another option.  
    But the option for a containment facility is down the road. Before that, there are measures that can be 
implemented without great expense. Steve says he would like to reiterate his comments at the Board 
meeting that this is a pressing issue that needs to be addressed quickly.    
    “We must avoid ‘death by committee,’” he says. “As I noted, in addition to decisive action, I believe the 
Association’s priorities in implementing a plan should be effectiveness of the program, minimizing 
inconvenience to membership and minimizing cost.”  
    “Accordingly, I believe we can implement a tiered program that starts with a seal system that enables 
those who store locally and take their boats outside the gates simply to re-fuel should be able to very easily 
return to Canyon Lake without inspection,” he says. “Those who do not remove their boats from the gates 
will not be affected by the program. Only those that actually may have launched their boats in another body 
of water will be significantly affected.”  
    For those significantly affected there is a tiered option, Steve explains. “First, they can simply be 
inspected and quarantined for several days by, again, simply using a seal system. However, these boats 
must enter the community at a designated location – probably the East Gate. Only if and when we 
implement an eradication option would significant resources be required.” 
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latimes.com 
Lawmakers fail to act on top-priority bills 


Left unresolved are measures dealing with prisons, energy, water and furloughs. 


By Patrick McGreevy and Shane Goldmacher 


10:11 PM PDT, September 10, 2009 


Reporting from Sacramento 


State lawmakers failed Thursday to act on a clutch of their top-priority 
bills, including those involving water, prisons and energy, leaving a 
logjam of controversial measures to be resolved by midnight tonight, the 
end of this year's session. 
 
After a long and heated debate, the Assembly passed a last-minute 
proposal to waive environmental hurdles for a new NFL stadium near 
L.A. That measure was sent to the Senate for consideration today. 
 
But political disputes and procedural snags left a host of other measures 
-- many of which have been debated all year -- unresolved with 24 hours 
left on the clock, including: 
 
* Twin bills that would require 33% of the state's energy to come from 
solar, wind and geothermal sources by 2020 -- a top priority of 
Democratic legislative leaders and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
 
* A package of bills that would significantly expand the state's ability to meet its water needs, including billions of 
dollars to protect the deteriorating Sacramento Delta while keeping water flowing to thirsty Southern California. 
 
* An effort to bring the Assembly and Senate together on changes to the state prison system to save $1.2 billion 
committed to by the Legislature during the recent budget crisis. 
 
* Further budget cuts intended to give the governor room to eliminate one of the three unpaid furlough days imposed on 
state workers each month. 
 
It remains uncertain that agreement on any of the major issues will be achieved. Asked about the difficult agenda for 
the last day, Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) said: "We have a lot of work tomorrow, but 
more importantly we have some incredible opportunities to move our state forward." 
 
The effort to waive environmental and planning rules for a professional football stadium in the city of Industry was 
introduced by Assemblyman Isadore Hall III (D-Compton). He said his days-old bill was needed to allow billionaire Ed 
Roski's Majestic Realty to woo a National Football League team. The firm wants to build a 75,000-seat stadium in east 
Los Angeles County. 
 
Hall said the stadium project would bring 18,000 much-needed jobs to the area. 
 
"If you want to vote to not put food on the table of 18,000 families . . . shame on you," he said before the Assembly 
voted 55 to 15 to approve the bill. 
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Assemblyman Edward Hernandez (D-West Covina) said the privately funded stadium project should not be passed up: 
"We're in some extremely bad economic times," he said during the long floor debate. 
 
Independent Assemblyman Juan Arambula of Fresno opposed the bill, saying it would gut the state's environmental-
quality laws. The measure would suspend environmental rules that are the basis of a lawsuit by the city of Walnut 
challenging the stadium project. 
 
"I don't think this is the exception we ought to be approving," Arambula said, "because it sets a bad precedent that if 
someone has a big enough bankroll, they can get whatever they want out of this Legislature." 
 
Assemblyman Jared Huffman (D-San Rafael) objected that the bill was "jammed through . . . in . . . the dark of night in 
a mockery of the deliberative process." 
 
The measure also drew fire from San Diego lawmakers concerned that the bill would help Roski lure the Chargers 
away from their town. 
 
"It's not the job of this body to pick favorites," said Assemblyman Nathan Fletcher (R-San Diego). 
 
Before the Assembly passed the measure, member Lori Saldana (D-San Diego) said she would "adjourn in the memory 
of the San Diego Chargers." 
 
patrick.mcgreevy @latimes.com 
 
shane.goldmacher @latimes.com 


Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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Lawmakers still split on water as deadline nears  
 
Published online on Thursday, Sep. 10, 2009 
By E.J. Schultz / Bee Capitol Bureau 
SACRAMENTO — Negotiations on major water legislation continued Thursday night as lawmakers sought to overcome big differences before the session 
ends today at midnight. 


Republicans and Democrats are trying to find consensus on bills to fundamentally change the way the state moves and manages its water supply while 
restoring the environmentally damaged Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 


Democrats want to form a new council to oversee the delta. Republicans fear the council might add environmental hurdles to planning efforts now under way 
for a canal to move water around the delta southward.  


In a last-minute flurry of closed-door negotiations, leading lawmakers Thursday sought a compromise that would appease groups that take water from the 
delta — such as Westlands Water District — and environmentalists, who want to safeguard the estuary.  


“There’s always hope. Hope springs eternal,” said Sen. Dave Cogdill, R-Modesto, a leading water negotiator, as he headed into meetings. 


He was less hopeful Wednesday night after the 14-member Assembly-Senate water conference committee released a plan that includes new rules for 
conservation and water-use reporting, as well as the council. 


None of the panel’s six Republicans signed off on the plan, and Cogdill bashed it as one that “caters to the interests of extreme environmentalists.” 


Assembly Member Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael, a member of the conference committee, said the plan “lays out a pretty clear roadmap to create a more 
reliable water supply, but it also provides some assurances and some up-front process that are very important to the environmental community.” 


Lawmakers are also trying to agree on how to pay for projects such as dams and canals. The GOP is seeking a $12.4 billion bond that would be paid off by 
the state’s general fund. Democrats prefer a combination of a bond and user fees. 


Senate Leader Darrell Steinberg, D-Sacramento, promised to include money in the plan before sending it to the floor for a vote. The “package represents 
crucial advancements in resource infrastructure for the state, but it is incomplete without a financing plan to go with it,” he said in a statement.  
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Riverside man inspires environmentalism in neighbors by 
helping them 'move from interest to action' 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Thursday, September 10, 2009 


By DAVID DANELSKI 
The Press-Enterprise 


Some environmental activists go to sea to block commercial whalers or lobby Congress to create national parks.  


But Justin Scott-Coe sees ways to improve the planet every time he takes a stroll near his home in Riverside's Wood Streets, an older 
neighborhood just west of downtown Riverside.  


He sees water wasted on lawns and lush, tropical landscaping when drought-tolerant native plants would do. He notices incandescent light 
bulbs that hog electricity when miserly fluorescents are readily available. And he walks past yards that could grow vegetables, providing 
fresh food and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  


But thanks to the volunteer community group co-founded by Scott-Coe and six others, many of his neighbors have taken steps this year 
toward what he calls more sustainable living.  


Riverside Councilman Mike Gardner, who rolls through the neighborhood daily on his eco-friendly Segway, said he's already seeing a 
difference, with more drought-tolerant landscapes and less wasted irrigation water running into storm drains.  


Scott-Coe, 35, blushed and said Gardner gave him too much credit.  


Story continues below 


The group, called the Wood Streets Green Team, is just helping people do what they want to do to help the planet, he said. 


  Search  PE.com      
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Mark Zaleski / The Press-Enterprise 
Environmental activist Justin Scott-Coe, who lives in 


Riverside's Wood Streets neighborhood, wants a change 
toward more sustainable living.  
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"There is a lot of interest," he said during an interview at a Riverside demonstration garden in Casa Blanca that features drought-tolerant 
plants. "But there is not much organizing to help people move from interest to action."  


Scott-Coe is a former high school and community college English teacher who now works as a public affairs specialist for the Monte Vista 
Water District, based in Montclair. He also taught English in the late 1990s as a Peace Corp volunteer in the Ukraine, where he worked 
with people who couldn't afford to waste the Earth's resources.  


"It's our job to live sustainably on this Earth and do as little harm as possible," he said.  


Story continues below 


Inspiration to form the Green Team came last year as Scott-Coe, a member of Riverside's utility board, attended a city leadership academy 
that taught him the skills he needed to put the group together.  


The Green Team came together in a January meeting in Scott-Coe's living room.  


He also obtained a $600 grant from the city's Department of Housing and Neighborhoods, which "was just what we needed to get the 
program off the ground."  


The money covered the cost of postcards to advertise the meetings and provide refreshments for the group's first public gathering in April 
at Riverside City College. About 40 people showed up. They broke into groups that focused on energy efficiency, water-wise landscapes, 
vegetable gardening, water quality, transportation and recycling.  


Team members surveyed what the participants wanted to accomplish. Workshops in living rooms followed.  


For one gathering, for example, the group invited city utility officials, who described subsidies and rebates Riverside offers for home 
energy-efficiency projects such as installing solar panels or adding weatherstripping. They also explained a special electrical metering 
system that offers resident less costly power during off-peak hours.  


Another workshop tackled vegetable gardening and backyard composting. The next one, scheduled for Oct. 18, will be about using native 
plants to create water-efficient landscapes.  


Scott-Coe also set up a social-networking Web site (woodstreetsgreenteam.ning.com) that tracks the workshops and other events, lists 
useful Internet sites and allows visitors to share tips and ideas. In one recent chat thread, members traded ideas about vacant lots in the 
neighborhood that would be good candidates for a community garden.  


His brand of micro-activism appears to be spreading. Scott-Coe has been approached by Riverside residents wanting to establish similar 
groups downtown, around the Magnolia Center and in neighborhoods near UC Riverside.  


Scott-Coe acknowledged he doesn't always practice what he preaches. Among his full-time job, serving on the boards of several city and 
community groups, and working on his English doctoral dissertation, he hasn't found time to put in his own vegetable garden and replant 
his yard with drought-tolerant landscaping.  


"I've got a lot of things to do myself," he said. "I formed this group in part to embarrass myself to do what I should do."  


Reach David Danelski at 951-368-9471 or ddanelski@PE.com


The Kathleen M. Gonzales memorial garden in Casa Blanca 
shows water efficiency in desert landscaping. 
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JUSTIN SCOTT-COE  


Age: 35  


Residence: Riverside  


Occupation: Public affairs specialist for Monte Vista Water District  


Passion: Promoting conservation at the grass-roots level  


Information: woodstreetsgreenteam.ning.com  
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