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L.A. City Council to closely monitor city's aging water system 


After a main breaks in Studio City and a sinkhole develops in Valley Village, council members want 
to know how vulnerable the pipes are and call for the oldest to be replaced first. 


By Jessica Garrison and Ruben Vives 


September 10, 2009 


Los Angeles City Council members said Wednesday that they intend to 
more closely monitor upgrades to the city's aging, leaky water system 
after burst pipes in the San Fernando Valley inundated one 
neighborhood and caused a sinkhole in another that nearly swallowed a 
firetruck. 
 
"Most folks recognize this as a wake-up call," said City Councilman 
Paul Koretz, who represents the Studio City and Valley Village 
neighborhoods where the burst lines created havoc, chewing up 
pavement and flooding homes and businesses. 
 
Officials with the Department of Water and Power say they do not think 
the incidents are connected. The burst pipe in Studio City was a trunk 
line installed in 1914; the sinkhole in Valley Village stemmed from a 
rupture to a 6-inch service line built in 1969 that should have been good 
for several more decades. 
 
But Koretz said he had a "lot of unanswered questions" about the incidents and the DWP's $4-billion program to 
replace miles of old, corroded pipe, including "how much of our infrastructure is ancient, and how much should we be 
looking at replacing immediately." 
 
DWP officials defended their program, saying they intend to replace at least 32 miles of trunk line in the next few 
years. They have switched out nine miles in the last five years, they said. To pay for that and other repairs, the City 
Council last year authorized rate increases of about $2 per month per customer. 
 
Councilwoman Jan Perry told DWP officials that she wants to make sure they focus their repairs on "those parts of the 
city that have the most aged water system." 
 
DWP General Manager David Nahai pledged to provide much more detailed information to the council and the public 
about the water plan in the future. 
 
But he also said that age, while a factor in determining a pipe's vulnerability, is not the sole criterion. 
 
City officials also said they can't yet say how much the incidents will cost the city, although preliminary reports suggest 
it could be in the millions. 
 
Jean-Pierre Bardet, head of USC's Civil Engineering Department, said the burst lines in the Valley are part of a larger, 
nationwide problem with aging drinking water infrastructure. A recent report put the tab for fixing aging pipes around 
the country at $255 billion. 
 
In Studio City, residents continued cleaning up and fumed about the traffic jams resulting from the closure of 
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Coldwater Canyon Avenue. 
 
Officials expect the major thoroughfare to be closed at least until the weekend. 
 
Residents living adjacent to Coldwater Canyon, where DWP crews are making repairs on the broken water line, have 
put up handmade signs to keep commuters from attempting to drive through their neighborhood to gain access to the 
thoroughfare. 
 
Says Edna Lee, a resident of Greenleaf Street who has been coping with detouring traffic in front of her home for days: 
"It's annoying." 
 
jessica.garrison@latimes.com 
 
ruben.vives@latimes.com 


Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 


 


Page 2 of 2L.A. City Council to closely monitor city's aging water system - latimes.com


9/10/2009http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-water-main10-2009sep10,0,5037293,print.story








HOME Previous Page Contact Us Login


 Other Publications 
The Acorn 


Camarillo Acorn 
Moorpark Acorn 


Simi Valley Acorn 
Thousand Oaks Acorn  


 


Advertisers Index Shopping Going Out Health Faith Youth Real Estate


 


Newspaper web 
site content 


management 
software and 


services  
 


 


Editorials September 10, 2009   Search Archives  Search


Click ads for larger version.


 


 


 


 


News
Home


Front Page
Father's Day 


Drawings
Class of 2009
Community


Health & 
Wellness
Dining & 


Entertainment
Bulletin Board


Schools
Sports


Business
Pets


Police
Faith


Family
Letters


Columns
Editorials
Archive


Advertising
Private Party
Classifieds


Private Party 
Order


Rentals Order
Rentals


Real Estate
E-mail Us


Copyright©  
2002 - 2009 


J.Bee Publications 
All Rights Reserved


Nobody wants to pay more for water, but it’s unavoidable  
If we took a poll and asked residents, “Are you happy that the cost of water is going up 
in Thousand Oaks?” we’re sure that nobody would say yes.  


Nobody wants to pay more for a necessity.  


The cost of water is going up for Californians everywhere , and the proposed increases 
in T.O. are steep. We’re reasonably sure, though, that major daily newspapers and 
other news gathering organizations would have told us if the water rate hikes were a 
conspiracy.  


Maybe it’s time for a reality check.  


We live in an arid area. For all intents and purposes, Southern California is a desert. 
Virtually all of our water is imported from somewhere else. For us, it’s through the 
State Water Project. Much of it was probably snow in the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  


We’re having a drought. It began three years ago. You’d have to be illiterate, blind or 
from Mars not to know about it.  


Almost two-thirds of California gets 20 inches or less of rain in a normal year. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture declared a drought-related disaster in 13 California counties 
in May 2007. To our knowledge, none of parched areas in Northern California are now 
floating in water.  


Water reserves in California have shrunk for three consecutive years. The 
infrastructure to bring water here constantly needs maintenance and repair. 
Agriculture, recreation and wildlife also require water.  


We can also give the Orange County Register credit for this little tidbit: Southern 
California’s major water wholesaler, Metropolitan Water District, is considering an 
increase in its pension plan.  


Under the old plan, a retiree after 25 years with MWD would get 50 percent of his base 
pay. That same retiree would get 62.5 percent of his base pay under the new plan. 
Just like government agencies, MWD pensioners will be protected— even if their 
private plans tank in the stock market.  


This is grossly unfair when you remember that consumers are expected to use less 
water while paying more .  
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Pension proposal: 'smart' or 'absurd'? 
Water agency's timing in increasing benefits concerns S.D. officials 


By Helen Gao 
Union-Tribune Staff Writer 


2:00 a.m. September 10, 2009 


San Diego, the reluctant poster child for pension strife, is fighting a proposal to pump up retirement benefits for 
employees of the region's water agency. 


The Metropolitan Water District next week will consider boosting benefits by 25 percent at a time when the agency is 
charging 19 percent more for water, affecting customers across Southern California. 


“Given the challenging economic climate, San Diego working families can ill afford these higher costs,” San Diego 
Councilman Carl DeMaio said in a letter to the agency yesterday protesting the proposed pension increase. 


San Diego's actions in 1996 and 2002 to boost employee pension benefits without the money to pay for them caused 
problems that still affect the city's reputation — and afflict its budget. 


Darren Pudgil, spokesman for San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders, said the timing of the pension boost is troubling. 
Sanders plans to send a protest letter to the Los Angeles-based agency as well. 


“In a word, it's absurd,” Pudgil said. “Any type of pension increase is the wrong thing to do when everyone else seems 
to be taking pay cuts and benefit cuts.” 


Jeffrey Kightlinger, general manager of the Metropolitan Water District, defended the proposed increase, which is 
projected to cost the agency $70 million in the long term. 


But Kightlinger noted that it's just one facet of a labor pact that also contains employee concessions. In the five years 
covered by the deal, the agreement would save the agency $26 million, he said, adding that the savings could minimize 
future rate increases. 


“It's actually a very smart financial move,” Kightlinger said. 


Concessions made by employees include giving up annual payouts for unused sick leave and vacation, losing one paid 
holiday and one personal day, and requiring new employees to work 20 years before receiving retiree medical insurance 
— up from the current five years. 


In addition, current employees would contribute 2 percent of their salary toward a retiree medical insurance fund, and 
new employees 8 percent. 


Kightlinger said the changes for new hires could result in major savings.
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“The average age of our employees is 50 years old,” he said. “We are going to have a lot of folks retiring over the next 
decade.” 


In exchange for the concessions, employees would enjoy more favorable pension payouts. 


Under the current retirement formula, they get 2 percent of their final compensation multiplied by their years of service 
when they reach 55. For example, an employee who makes $100,000 and has 30 years of service currently receives a 
pension payment of $60,000 upon retirement at 55. 


Under the proposed formula, the multiplier would be 2.5 percent at 55. That means that same employee would see his 
pension payment rise to $75,000 a year. 


The multiplier currently grows over time, reaching 2.43 percent at age 63. Under the new plan, the multiplier would be 
fixed at 2.5 percent. 


In San Diego, the benefits factor for most city employees hired before June 30 is 2.5 percent at age 55, but the city 
lowered that for new employees to 1 percent in an effort to undo past decisions. 


Although other aspects of the water agency's five-year labor pact could be changed when it's up for renewal, the 
retirement benefits would be long-lasting. 


“Pension benefits once granted cannot be withdrawn” from vested employees, said Michael Conger, a San Diego 
attorney who specializes in pension litigation. 


The 37-member board of the Metropolitan Water District is scheduled to vote Tuesday in Los Angeles on the 
agreement with four unions representing 1,911 employees. 


San Diego County has four representatives on the board. Two didn't return calls for comment: Jim Barrett, San Diego's 
director of public utilities, and Fern Steiner, a city appointee to the county Water Authority. 


Bud Pocklington of Chula Vista, a delegate on the regional board, said he will vote against the pension deal. 


“There could not be a worse time than now to change our pension system and add additional financial liabilities to 
MWD and its customers,” Pocklington said. “Unemployment rates in San Diego County are the highest we've had in 
over 20 years. People who have lost their jobs are hurting.” 


By his estimate, the agency has raised rates by 34 percent in the past two years. 


Keith Lewinger, general manager of Fallbrook Public Utility District and a member of the regional board, said he hasn't 
made up his mind. 


Lewinger wonders if the employee concessions would be made permanent or could be undone by a future board. He 
noted the analysis by staff members showing that the employee concessions, if they stay in place for the long haul, 
would outweigh the cost of the pension increase. 


“I'd rather look at the entire contract to see what the employees are proposing to give up in return for the benefits and 
see if it's advantageous to ratepayers,” Lewinger said. “If it is, I will support it. If not, I won't.” 


Union-Tribune 


Helen Gao: (619) 718-5181;  
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Reliable water for California: BDCP offers a roadmap 
By Laura Moon | 09/10/09 12:00 AM PST 


As Californians, we live in one of the most productive, creative and environmentally diverse places on earth.  It is also one of the most complicated – especially when it comes to water.    
 
 Today, an unparalleled water crisis grips California, one that threatens farms, industries, the environment and the well-being of communities up and down the state. In response, an unprecedented and far-reaching 
solution is unfolding through a statewide planning process called the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP), which has been much discussed in the past few weeks during a series of legislative hearings.  
 
 BDCP seeks to create a more modern and stable water supply for California, while protecting and enhancing the environment of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.  The Delta is the heart of the state’s water supply 
system, a water “hub” where a portion of freshwater from the Sierra watershed (about 18 percent in an average water year) is routed to 25 million residents, businesses and farms in the Bay Area, Central and Southern 
California.  Recently, the Delta’s ecosystem has collapsed due to many factors, while its fragile levees are at risk from earthquakes, sea level rise and floods. The result: fisheries are failing, state and federal water 
deliveries have been curtailed, and future water supplies are uncertain.  
 
 Public water agencies throughout California are expanding conservation and water efficiency programs and searching for innovative ways to increase local supplies. These efforts are incredibly important but they won’t be 
able to replace water supplies for the Bay Area, Central and Southern California if we have a catastrophic failure in the Delta. The Governor and State Legislature certainly recognize this unprecedented crisis and we 
appreciate their focus and diligence in seeking solutions. We need an effective and achievable long-term solution for California and the Delta that benefits the entire state, and our organization is certainly encouraged with 
the goals and growing momentum of the BDCP.    
 
 The BDCP follows a nationally recognized habitat conservation planning process recommended and encouraged by state and federal endangered species laws.  The plan is being developed by a diverse collection of public 
water agencies, fish biologists, environmentalists, engineers and policy experts. Those involved are committed to the equal goals of creating a more reliable water system and helping fish species recover in the Delta.    
 
 The BDCP effort is collaborative, science-based and public.   The issues are difficult and often controversial. Perspectives around the table vary widely, leading to candid and lively debate. Out of this transparent process, 
common ground and real solutions – so elusive in the past – are emerging.  
 
  The BDCP will create a permitting process to enable water providers to design a new delivery system that will help protect endangered fish species.  This is an important improvement on the “one at a time” approach 
historically followed by wildlife agencies when issuing permits for projects where an endangered species is involved.  In contrast, the BDCP process goes far beyond bare-bones compliance with individual endangered 
species laws: it aids the recovery of numerous species at once and the restoration of thousands of acres of habitat.  
 
 California’s existing state and federal water delivery systems were built half a century ago and no longer meet the modern-day economic and environmental needs of the state. A critical element of the BDCP involves the 
study of a possible new canal or other structure to separate the conveyance of freshwater deliveries from the natural flows in the Delta. The situation is different today than it was a quarter century ago - the last time 
California considered building a canal. The BDCP represents a far more comprehensive plan, one that would help protect salmon and other fish, and also restore water supplies. A new conveyance structure would be paid for 
by public water agencies, not the state general fund.  
 
 Operating such a structure would involve a delicate balancing act of diverting water out of the Sacramento River when rain and Sierra snowmelt are plentiful, without causing harm to water quality and fish. Currently, 
studies are underway to determine whether a canal would be an economically and environmentally sound investment.  A possible canal is only one component of the BDCP, which includes a long list of measures to enhance 
the Delta ecosystem.  
 
 Redesigning a water system for a state the size of California, with its many environmental challenges, will be no small feat.  But as the BDCP will show, such an undertaking is not only possible, but can be intertwined with 
the equally important task of healing the Delta.   
  


Page 1 of 1Capitol Weekly: Reliable water for California: BDCP offers a roadmap


9/10/2009http://www.capitolweekly.net/article.php?_c=y9bnmci5f3tfb9&xid=y9bf2jls35th1s&done=.y9bnmci5f4cf...





