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Debt delusions 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Monday, August 31, 2009 


A flood of red ink is the wrong solution to California's water woes, particularly in the middle of a financial crisis. The state should not 
pursue borrowing more money for water needs when it faces huge budget shortfalls and has yet to settle basic water policy questions. 


Make no mistake: The state's water system badly needs official attention. The environmental decline of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 
has endangered a water supply that reaches two-thirds of the state's population and irrigates millions of acres of agriculture. And long-term 
climate forecasts say California will need to collect more winter rains instead of relying on mountain snowpacks to store the water until the 
hot summer months. 


But rushing to borrow more money now is the wrong approach to those issues. Assemblywoman Anna Caballero, D-Salinas, last week 
announced plans for an $11.7 billion water bond for the 2010 ballot. The details are still vague, but the bond would apparently provide 
money for a variety of projects, including water storage, cleanup, recycling and conservation. 


The timing is simply wrong, however. The Legislature wrestled with a $40 billion budget shortfall in February, and a $25 billion gap in 
July. Even then, legislators left the state with a deficit for the next fiscal year of at least $7 billion to $8 billion, and probably exceeding 
$10 billion. And the state's legislative analyst projects that large shortfalls will persist for years. 


Adding another $11.7 billion in debt would add hundreds of millions of dollars in yearly interest payments, which the state would repay 
out of its deficit-ridden general fund. The state paid about $4.4 billion from the general fund in 2007-08 for debt service on infrastructure 
bonds. But the legislative analyst says that once the state markets all the bonds that remain unsold, annual debt payments would hit $9.2 
billion in 2017-18 -- a figure representing about 10 percent of current-year general fund spending. 


Additional borrowing is also premature when the state has not even spent all the money from previous water bonds. Including what the 
state proposes to spend this year, California has nearly $4 billion in existing water-related bond money available. So why the haste to 
borrow more? 


Nor is there any reason to hurry when the Legislature has not even resolved the stickiest issues of state water policy. The state needs to find 
ways to protect the delta ecology without stopping water exports to the rest of the state. But there is precious little consensus on what the 
state should do. Any water discussions have been hamstrung for years by a legislative standoff over proposals for new dams. 


Ensuring a reliable, sufficient water supply for the state's future will take public investment, certainly. But success in public investment 
requires a sound strategy, not a rush to fund some unspecified projects with borrowing the state cannot afford. 
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Delta 'bypass' a cure for  
its ills  
  
Douglas Headrick  
  
Posted: 09/01/2009 08:05:36 PM PDT
Southern California Water Committee Chairman  
Charles Wilson caught everyone's attention at  
the third annual San Bernardino Water  
Conference when he likened California's water  
delivery system to a sick patient in desperate  
need of a coronary bypass operation.   
  
"The heart of this patient needs a bypass  
surgery in the worst possible way," Wilson said  
during the Aug. 20 conference. He was talking  
about the need for a peripheral canal around the  
troubled Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. The  
analogy couldn't be more on target.   
  
More than 25 million people, or two-thirds of  
California's population, depend to varying  
degrees on the water that flows through the  
Delta. Its waters also provide the lifeblood for  
much of the state's agribusiness and countless  
other industries that make California the eighth- 
largest economy in the world. In San Bernardino  
County, we depend on Delta water because our  
local water needs far outstrip the runoff we  
receive from our local mountains. In fact, without  
Delta water, San Bernardino Valley Municipal  
Water District would be hard pressed to satisfy  
the needs of 13 local water agencies from Rialto  
to Yucaipa and their 700,000 business and  
residential customers, let alone maintain the  


integrity of local groundwater basins. 


So when a federal judge ordered a 30 percent  
cutback in Delta water deliveries two years ago  
to protect the delta smelt, a small fish, many  
water agencies in San Bernardino County and  
throughout Central and Southern California had  
no choice but to impose immediate water  
restrictions. 


The problems involving the Delta are complex.  
While some argue that water exports threaten  
the delta smelt and other endangered fish,  
others assert that these fish are equally  
threatened by contaminated runoff from  
agriculture, wastewater treatment plant  
discharges and invasive non-native species,  
which compete with smelt and other fish species  
for food. Another problem involves the Delta's  
antiquated system of levees, which could easily  
fail during an earthquake or flood, resulting in  
ocean water rushing into vast areas of the Delta,  
leaving large parts of California without an  
adequate water supply for months or years. 


Given the magnitude of these problems, many  
argue that the best way to maintain the Delta's  
viability as an ecological and water resource is  
simply to bypass the existing network of canals  
with a new canal or perhaps even a tunnel, which  
would enable the state to better control water  
flows in and around the Delta for the benefit of  
both fish and people. 


Unfortunately, every plan to re-route water  
supplies around the Delta is met with some level  
of opposition from sports fishermen,  
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environmental groups or local interests who  
seem to be more interested in doing nothing  
rather than taking concrete steps to address the  
biggest single threat facing Californians and the  
state's economy, which is continued cutbacks in  
Delta water deliveries.   
  
To make matters worse, the courts are clogged  
with lawsuits that have been filed by state,  
federal and local agencies as well as  
environmental organizations, further  
complicating efforts to restore the flow of Delta  
water throughout the state.   
  
But while it may be tempting for some to simply  
give up on the idea of waging a political battle to  
ensure that an alternative conveyance system is  
put in place to protect the long-term viability of  
the Delta, water agencies in Southern California  
and throughout the state know this is one battle  
we cannot afford to lose.   
  
"We cannot give up on our imported water  
supply," said Brian Thomas, assistant general  
manager and chief financial officer of  
Metropolitan Water District, in his remarks to  
water conference attendees.   
  
Kirby Brill, general manager of Mojave Water  
Agency, made a similar call to action. "I  
challenge everybody not to give up on the Delta,"  
he said, adding, "We really need to step up and  
make sure our voice is heard in this `fixing the  
Delta' discussion."   
  
As the largest provider of imported water in San  
Bernardino County, we at San Bernardino Valley  


Municipal Water District also believe that it is  
critical that our elected representatives act now  
to ensure that an alternative conveyance or  
"bypass" system is built to ensure the long-term  
viability of Delta water supplies. 


Douglas Headrick, deputy general manager of  
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District,  
was a panelist at the San Bernardino County  
Water Conference.
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LOCAL VIEW: Dems stonewalling on tackling water issues  
DENNIS HOLLINGSWORTH, state senator | Posted: Sunday, August 30, 2009 12:00 am 


It's time for California's legislative Democrat leaders to either get serious about water reform or get out of the way. 


So far they haven't done either one. 


California is in the midst of a water crisis that affects everyone who lives here. The existing water system is broken and is no longer capable of 
meeting our needs. Millions of residents are facing cutbacks in their water supplies, rising costs and the threat of rationing. Tens of thousands of 
jobs and billions of dollars have been lost from the state's economy in just the last three years. And federal environmental regulations are sending 
billions of gallons of our fresh water supplies to waste into the ocean. 


Fortunately there is a growing consensus among the state's academic experts, environmental, fisheries and wildlife agencies, farmers, public water 
providers, business leaders and specialists in economics and engineering on what needs to be done. Environmental restoration in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta, increased surface and groundwater storage, water conservation and new conveyance systems to protect the purity of the water 
supplied to two-thirds of California's population are all part of that prescription. 


But instead of getting behind the plan, the Democrat leaders in the Senate and Assembly are backing a package of "water bills" that set us back 
decades in the discussion and offer no options for increasing water supplies or reliability. 


Instead of supporting the twin objectives defined by the governor's Delta Vision Commission ---- repairing the Delta environment and restoring 
water system reliability ---- the bills do the bidding of the radical environmental movement in seeking to multiply, elaborate, extend and confuse 
them. 


To give you a small example of that confusion: If the bills were enacted, the entire state would wind up paying for economic development in the 
villages and small towns of the Delta while well-established private water rights are involuntarily taken away from others without any 
compensation. 


For the last two years, a coalition of fish and wildlife agencies, conservation groups and water districts have been working together on a Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan, to balance improvements in conveyance with the need to ensure that there will be sufficient water flows through the Delta to 
restore endangered fish populations. But instead of expediting those carefully coordinated plans, the bills throw up roadblocks that probably 
guarantee they will never be implemented. And certainly guarantee there would be no increase in water supply or reliability. 


Instead of focusing on the needs of the state as a whole, the bills focus only on the needs of the Delta and the agenda of the radical environmental 
lobby. 


Everyone agrees that protection of the Delta is a key issue that must be addressed as part of any plan to fix our broken water system. But these so-
called water bills propose to create a new government bureaucracy, dedicated to the interests of the Delta above all else, that would be given a 
stranglehold over the water supplies that all the rest of California needs. 


This isn't solving problems. It's only making a bad situation worse. 


The debate over these bills is one that pits the people who are concerned with California's future against those who want to maintain an intolerable 
and unsustainable status quo. On the one side are people of both parties, representing diverse communities from one end of the state to the other, 
who recognize that California cannot rebuild the economy we all depend upon unless we fix the water system. On the other side are a small band of 
special interests allied with the extreme environmentalists who don't want any change at all. 


If the majority party members of the Legislature cannot demonstrate the leadership to advance California's future, then we will all be paying the 
price for having lost another year to legislative power plays and gridlock. 


State Sen. DENNIS HOLLINGSWORTH is also the Senate's Republican leader. His sprawling 36th District includes the western most corner of 
Southwest County (Riverside) including Murrieta and Temecula as well as Fallbrook, Valley Center, Poway and most of North County's (San 
Diego) backcountry to the Imperial County line. 


The North County Times - Californian
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Delta half-steps won't fill water needs 
 


 
09:22 PM PDT on Tuesday, September 1, 2009 


By THOMAS P. EVANS and RANDY RECORD 


This was supposed to be the year of some big water decisions in the California Legislature. The impact of these decisions could determine 
the quality, cost and reliability of water supplies for residents throughout western Riverside County.  


The plan was to put together a historic legislative package to address serious state water supply shortfalls caused by worsening 
environmental conditions in Northern California's Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, a key water supply source for the Inland Empire and 25 
million Californians throughout the state. Western and Eastern Municipal water districts, as member agencies of Metropolitan Water 
District, import significant amounts of water through the delta for local use. With legislators scheduled to leave Sacramento for the year on 
Sept. 11, deliberations have yet to begin on a formal proposal to fix problems impacting the delta.  


Little time  


Time is running out for making long-overdue decisions on water supply reliability for our state. There are many challenges facing the 
Legislature and all of California these days, but if the economy doesn't have a reliable water supply for the future, we're all in trouble.  


The good news is that there is a solid foundation for a lasting solution -- the Bay Delta Conservation Plan. This is a broadly supported 
master plan to improve the ecosystem and water system in the delta through the cooperative efforts of state and federal water and wildlife 
agencies, along with Metropolitan, other water districts and some environmental groups.  


The ecosystem proposal initially calls for tens of thousands of acres of habitat restoration. Water system reliability requires a new 
conveyance system to move water supplies around or under the delta.  


Water districts that would draw supplies from this canal stand ready to invest billions of dollars to make the conservation plan a reality. 
The Legislature, however, needs to find public funds to match these investments for the entire restoration program to happen.  


Few fixes  


The Democratic leadership in the state Assembly and Senate released a draft delta legislative package Aug. 4. Among its problems and 
omissions, the package does not provide public funding for habitat restoration in the estuary. It also contains other obstacles to successful 
implementation of the conservation plan. The result would be no fix to the water system or ecosystem. This is unacceptable. Water 
districts, business leaders and other stakeholders are beginning to advise the Legislature on how to do this right. Your voice could help. 
Fixing the delta is essential to our community's future.  


The goal is to make our traditional supply reliable once again, along with restoring this vital estuary. The Bay Delta Conservation Plan is 
good for the environment and the state economy. A delta legislative package that embraces this plan and identifies a finance strategy is 
what we need, and now.  


Thomas P. Evans and Randy Record represent Western Municipal Water District and Eastern Municipal Water District, respectively, on 
the board of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.  
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Officials stunned at size of Tahoe clam invasion 


 
By Jeff DeLong 
jdelong@rgj.com  


Peering into cobalt waters, U.S. Sen. John Ensign caught sight of Tahoe's latest threat. 


Beneath the hull of a Desert Research Institute boat off Lake Tahoe's southeast shore were visible 
dense beds of clams. 


"It's really shocking to see the numbers," the Nevada Republican said. 


Asian clams, first discovered in small quantities in the lake in 2002, have exploded in number. They 
coat the bottom along much of Tahoe's southeast shore in depths of 3 to 30 feet, in some cases up to 
3,000 clams per square yard. 


The dime-sized clams are believed to have caused a dense algae bloom at the lake last summer and 
experts fear they could change water chemistry to allow other invaders, highly damaging quagga or 
zebra mussels, to thrive at the lake. 


DRI President Stephen Wells, who until recently only had seen pictures of the clams, was taken 
aback. 


"I had no idea they would be in that concentration. It's really bad," Wells said. 


Participants in the annual Tahoe summit Aug. 13 agreed that clams, mussels, weeds and other 
invading species -- either already at the lake or threatening to arrive -- could pose a huge danger to 
Tahoe, the Truckee River and Pyramid Lake. 


During the event, Nevada Gov. Jim Gibbons joined California Natural Resources Secretary Mike 
Chrisman and top officials with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency in signing a management 
strategy for aquatic invasive species. 


"It's a constant assault on the lake," Ensign said. "This is another battle. It seems like every time we 
have a victory we have another battle come along." 


"We need to get moving," U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., said. "If we don't get a stranglehold on 
them, they will get a stranglehold on this lake." 


Additional Facts 
Clam invasion 


Nevada and California are teaming up to attack invasive aquatic species posing increasing risks to 
Lake Tahoe.  


Nevada Gov. Jim Gibbons and California Secretary of Natural Resources Mike Chrisman signed 
an agreement on Aug. 20 to develop a joint management plan to guide the efforts.  


It was unveiled at the environmental summit that annually brings together scientists, politicians and 
land managers to get updates on the condition of the lake and new threats to its famed clarity.  


While wildfires and air pollution pose threats to the lake, new research shows a major infestation of 
non-native Asian clams could cause even more trouble.  


The dime-sized clams are believed to be linked to a major algae bloom last summer. Experts said 
they could help other invaders like quagga and zebra mussels successfully establish at the lake. 
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Western Helps Schools Save Money, Increases In Efficiency 


Stretch Region’s Water Supply  
 
RIVERSIDE, CA – September 1, 2009 – As classes begin for Riverside Unified School District (RUSD), Western 
Municipal Water District welcomes the newly-opened Frank Augustus Miller Middle School with nonpotable water 
to irrigate landscape and playing fields. This partnership between the school district and Western helps save RUSD 
money in irrigation costs, and at the same time, conserves more drinking water for the service area. 
 
“Schools need to cut costs in these tough economic times, and our region needs to save valuable imported water,” 
said John V. Rossi, Western’s general manager. “By providing schools with a different source of water for 
irrigation, it’s like jumping two hurdles in a single bound.”  
 
Nonpotable water is untreated water that has not been approved for consumption, but is a perfect source for 
irrigation purposes. 
 
In addition to supplying non-potable water, Western is in the process of auditing six additional schools sites as part 
of its Water Use Efficiency Evaluation Program. Together, staff from both districts, review the irrigation systems 
and determine ways how they might be improved to reduce water consumption. The two site reports completed to 
date reveal that the school landscape maintenance personnel are doing a good job managing water on these sites. 
The report further states that specific improvements will result in water savings of nearly 1,000,000 gallons per year 
per site.  
 
“Riverside Unified School District is pleased to have a community partner like Western Municipal Water District 
working with us to help save water and cut costs,” said Ken Mueller, Director of Maintenance and Operations for 
RUSD. 
 
Miller Middle School now joins Mark Twain Elementary and Martin Luther King High School as the third school 
Western provides nonpotable water to within the school district. Western is preparing to augment its non-potable 
water source with recycled water upon completion of the Western Water Recycling Facility upgrade to 3.0 MGD 
tertiary treatment next summer. 
 
The tertiary-treated recycled water will be highly treated wastewater originating in local homes and businesses and 
represents a valuable new source of irrigation water for the District and its customers. 
 
“An effective cost controlling measure in a period of severe drought, recycled water will help save millions of 
gallons of potable water, reducing the need for Western to import expensive drinking water,” said Board President 
Tom Evans. “Savings for Western translates to savings for the customers we serve.” 
 
 


Western Municipal Water District provides water supply, wastewater disposal and water resource management to the public in a 


safe, reliable, environmentally sensitive and financially responsible manner. 
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