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Customers Protest Water Rates Amid Conflicting Reports

Posted By admin On August 27, 2009 @ 10:01 am In Bell Gardens, City of Commerce, General News, Montebello,
Vernon | No Comments

Some customers are balking at the latest water rate hikes from the Central Basin Municipal Water District and
demanding to know why they’re getting charged as much as double the current fees. But the information
about the exact amount they are being charged is in question.

A representative for the Central Basin says news reports and assertions by city officials over the last two
months have been incorrect. They were based on figures from other agencies, Central Basin spokesperson
Valerie Howard said Wednesday.

At an Aug. 18 council meeting, Commerce staff reported that the Central Basin’s “administrative surcharge”
had increased from $44 to $62 in July, and would go up to $72 on Jan 1, 2010, and $92 on July 1, 2010. The
same increases were also reported in newspaper accounts.

“Those articles are wrong,” Howard said Wednesday, referring to the Los Angeles Times and Whittier Daily
News articles that reported the Central Basin rate hikes more than double water rates for customers.

“Not counting the MWD [Metropolitan Water District] pass-through, the increase to Central Basin’s existing
rates is 41 percent,” Howard said. The Central Basin’s rate increase is $18, she wrote in an email to EGP.
MWD increased their own rates by 19 percent, she said.

Based on an excel sheet Howard sent EGP, Central Basin increased its surcharge by $18 to $62 on July 1,
2009 and will increase the charge to $72 on January 1, 2010. An increase for July 2010 was not included in
the chart.

Residents in the Central Basin area who say their water rates are being doubled worry that the board of
directors who voted unanimously for the rate hike “signed our lives away,” because many low or fixed-income
people cannot afford to pay the increase.

“That’s a good chunk of change. That can either make us or break us,” said Commerce resident lvan
Hernandez, who thinks it will amount to 159 percent increase, a figure that Howard disputes.

Hernandez spoke at the Aug. 18 council meeting in which residents and council members blamed the increase
on a project to build a 12-mile recycled water line stretching from Pico Rivera to Vernon. City officials and the
residents who spoke at the meeting said the project is unnecessary at this time.

Howard said the rate increase is not for the recycled water line project, but is the result of pass-through rate
increases from the Metropolitan Water District, which supplies the bulk of the water in Southern California and
is raising the rates because a drought has made water scarce. Eighty-eight percent of that increase is due to
higher rates from the MWD, and the rest is due to a “combination of external factors” that caused a $2.28
million budget deficit Central Basin needed to fix, she said.

But the Central Basin didn’t just pass on the costs from the MWD, they “came out with a number that’s out of
this world,” Commerce Councilman Robert Fierro said Monday.

City Administrator Jorge Rif4 attended the June 24, 2009 meeting at which the board approved the rate
increases. He and several representatives from the district’s cities and water agencies spoke in opposition to
the rate increases. He said their understanding was that the increase was due to the recycled water line
project.

Most water users expected to get charged more this year because of the MWD’s new rates, Rifa said at the
Aug. 18 Commerce City Council meeting, “but that’'s not what's at issue. What's at issue is the rest of the rate
increase appeared to go into a capital project...”

“The lion’s share, as we understand it and as a number of these other agencies understand it, the lion’s share
of the Central Basin’s increases relate to a financing of a recycled water project,” Rifa said. He said the Central
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Basin’s financing of the project is “well over a hundred million dollars.”

On Monday, Howard said the district did propose a new “infrastructure surcharge” this year to support capital
improvement projects such as the recycled water line project, but “in response to the concerns of our
customers, the Board voted to NOT implement this surcharge at this time,” she wrote in her email on Monday.
The board “postponed” the surcharge at the June 24 meeting, she wrote.

Brian Wolfson, spokesperson for the city of Commerce, maintained on Tuesday that the city knows nothing of
the board voting to postpone the surcharge for the recycled water line project.

“That would be great news, but [Central Basin] hasn’t notified us to date” that the infrastructure surcharge
was not implemented, he said.

“The Central Basin Municipal Water District’s new rate increase was greater than the Metropolitan Water
District increase. It wasn’'t simply a pass through of the Metropolitan Water District increase. They added
additional costs. And as we understand it, those are due to the infrastructure surcharge that they’ve
implemented and the infrastructure surcharge is to pay for the recycled water line,” said Wolfson, basing his
figures on the Aug. 18 staff presentation.

Minutes from the Central Basin’s June 24 meeting do not note that the surcharge was postponed. But the
agencies and customers opposing the increase who were at the meeting should have witnessed the board
voting to not include the infrastructure charge, Howard told EGP on Wednesday.

“[The board] said, no, we're not doing this,” she said. Howard clarified on Wednesday afternoon that the
board did vote to implement the infrastructure surcharge to begin on Jan. 1, 2010, but she said the surcharge
will be brought back to the board sometime in December.

Howard’s initial assertion that the Central Basin’s rate increase would not fund the recycled water projects
contradicts reports by other news media accounts including the Whittier Daily News, and a July 18 Los Angeles
Times story in which the Central Basin’s Executive Director Art Aguilar defended using the additional revenue
from the rate hike to fund capital improvement projects.

Aguilar also issued a statement on Monday to EGP, through Howard, explaining the rate increase is the result
of budgetary difficulties and infrastructure project needs: “This action reflects our best effort to balance the
budget by reducing our agency’s spending coupled with a necessary rate increase to ensure essential services
and needed infrastructure projects will continue.”

These projects include the Southeast Water Reliability Project, SWRP, which includes a water line that
connects existing Central Basin pipes to Pico Rivera, Aguilar said. The SWRP has qualified for state and federal
grants for some of these projects because it will usher in “lasting economic and environmental benefits to our
region,” he said.

“Considering that California will experience continued population growth and limited water supply, this is a
project we cannot afford to put on hold any longer,” Aguilar said. Creating a recycled water system should
also bring down the costs of drinking water, he said.

The 12-mile recycled water line project is also part of the SWRP. Howard said it was approved in 2003. “It was
part of the District’s long-term recycled water plan but has been suspended for various reasons,” she said.

In his presentation at the Aug. 18 Commerce City Council meeting, Rifa reviewed an earlier audit on the
recycled water line project. California’s state auditor in 2001 called it a “poorly planned” project that has
“burdened taxpayers.” The audit notes that Central Basin seemed to be working toward making the project
more self-sufficient, meaning it has to line up enough potential customers for the water line.

The state at the time said the Central Basin had not secured enough agreements with potential users of the
recycled water line. Rifa said the water district was once hoping to bring in the proposed power plant in
Vernon as a customer, but “there’s some wide agreement that the Vernon project has been stalled.”

Now, the only agreement the Central Basin has secured seems to be with Montebello’s city-owned golf course,
Rifa said. More customers will be needed to justify the usage capacity of the recycled water line project, he
said.
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Several cities that are part of the Southeast Water Coalition have asked the state to conduct a new audit on
the recycled water line project and the district’s justifications for its rate increase. The coalition says that while
the district board has postponed the infrastructure surcharge through January 2010, it has not cancelled
either the surcharge or plans for the recycled water line. They believe the fee could still increase to $92 by
July 2010. The coalition, which sent its request to State Senator Alyson Huber, chair of the Joint Legislative
Audit Committee, represents the cities of Commerce, Cerritos, Downey, Lakewood, Norwalk, Paramount, Pico
Rivera, South Gate, Vernon and Whittier, among others. The California Water Service Company, which
provides water to Commerce, also requested a state audit.

Howard said the SWRP was audited in 2003 and that a financial analysis was presented at Central Basin’s June
24 board meeting. She also said the district held five public hearings and meetings on the proposed rate hikes
and budget cuts in which customers expressed their concerns and were invited to the June 24 board meeting.

“We gave out plenty of information,” Howard said.

Council members and residents in Commerce called their Central Basin representative, Board Director Art
Chacon, to task for not coming to his constituents first before voting on the rate increase. As of the Aug. 18
meeting, officials said the city and the Commerce community had not received a presentation on the rate
increase from a Central Basin representative.

“That’s where the anger is. The anger is the Central Basin has failed to educate and justify this increase... |
feel the central basin is very unsympathetic,” Councilman Fierro said. He and Councilwoman Tina Baca Del Rio
“challenged” fellow councilman Hugo Argumedo, who is Chacon’s brother, to exercise some influence in
getting his brother to rethink his vote.

The Central Basin’s five Board Directors did not respond to EGP’s interview requests. The board’s president
Edward Vasquez is a former mayor and councilman of Montebello and the husband of its current Mayor
Rosemarie Vasquez. He recently became a board member of the Metropolitan Water District.

Corrections Made: EGP spoke to Central Basin spokesperson Valerie Howard on Monday and Wednesday,
only. There were no exchanges with the Central Basin on Tuesday, as was written in the print version of this
article.

Related Story: Does Central Basin Have a Deal With the Vernon Power Plant? (1]

Article printed from Eastern Group Publications: http://egpnews.com
URL to article: http://egpnews.com/?p=12250

URLSs in this post:
[1] Does Central Basin Have a Deal With the Vernon Power Plant?: http://egpnews.com/?p=12253
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Fires May Affect LA Aeverisemen
County Water Supply

Morris Fire borders reservoirs.

Updated: Thursday, 27 Aug 2009, 11:52 PM PDT
Published : Thursday, 27 Aug 2009, 11:50 PM PDT

e Posted by: Scott Coppersmith

San Gabriel Canyon (myFOXIla.com) - While more than 1,000 firefighters

toiled in heat wave conditions to gain the upper hand on two mountain fires

above Azusa and Altadena, a Los Angeles County deputy director of Water

Resources said today the Morris Fire could adversely impact the drinking water supply for more than one million people.

Post-fire erosion and accelerated sedimentation -- not pollution -- are the primary concerns to water officials. Vast mountainsides
are scorched above the man-made reservoirs in San Gabriel Canyon, and Morris Fire perimeter maps today also showed burned
areas bordering both bodies of water.

With vegetation burned off an estimated 1,800 acres or more, erosion rates and volume will increase on the steepest slopes with
or without rains, according to geologists and geomorphologists.

Increased erosion in burned watersheds that empty into the San Gabriel and Morris reservoirs could mean those dammed bodies
of water will have to be drained and cleared of sediment far ahead of the normal schedule, said Christopher Stone, assistant
deputy director for Water Resources, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works.

The same thing happened after the 2002 Curve and Williams fires, when it took three years and cost $35 million to remove 5
million cubic yards of debris from the reservoirs, Stone said.

Draining the reservoirs over long periods of time can deprive local water vendors of up to 250,000 acre-feet that could be available
in normal years, Stone said.

“In an average year we drain 250,000 acre-feet out of the reservoirs to spreading grounds," Stone told City News Service. "There
it percolates underground, then it's pumped out and treated for drinking water supply. An acre-foot can supply two families of four
for one year."

The typical annual yield from the San Gabriel and Morris reservoirs supplies "well over a million people," Stone said.

"That's a huge impact," Stone said. "It's a situation we'll have to monitor. A trigger point for draining the reservoirs will be whether
we can operate valves and gates on the dams. It will depend on the rain seasons and when we get heavy rains."

Morris Dam was built in 1934, and according to California Institute of Technology archives, Morris Reservoir was used for testing
rockets and torpedoes during World War Il. The Metropolitan Water District had jurisdiction for several decades, but the Los
Angeles County Department of Public Works has been responsible for both dams and reservoirs since1995.

The San Gabriel Mountains that comprise all the high ground in the Angeles National Forest are "highly erosive" and tons of
sediment come down every year in normal conditions, Stone said. The two reservoirs in San Gabriel Canyon have to be drained
and cleared of sediment every 10 to 15 years in normal circumstances -- without fires, Stone said.

At the Morris Fire incident command post in Irwindale, Angeles National Forest Technician Jim Garner explained some basic
geology about the eroding San Gabriels.

"These are the fastest-growing mountains in the world, | believe, and they are also the fastest disintegrating, because of the
geologic uplifting, the earthquakes and the faults,” Garner said, standing next to a fire perimeter map that showed parts of the
Morris and the San Gabriel reservoirs. "Even without the fires, you have a tremendous amount of sediment and material coming
out of the North, West and East forks of the San Gabriel River. These are huge drainages.

"That's just in normal conditions. Now you take a fire and wipe out all that vegetation and there's nothing to hold the topsoil and
sediment back," Garner said. "So when it rains it accelerates movement of debris and volume of material going into the water in
those reservoirs. There will be more turbidity and silt in the water."

Los Angeles County is the custodian of the dams and reservoirs, and flood control is the primary use of the dams, Garner said.
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"About every 10 to 15 years they have to drain the reservoirs and remove the silt, in normal conditions without fires," Garner said.
"l do believe they get drinking water out of them."

Congressman David Dreier, R-San Dimas, who represents the 26th Congressional District that includes the areas still burning in
the Morris and Station fires, visited an incident command post in Irwindale today for a briefing on the fires.

"My main concern is with 100-degree temperatures, we have two fires going and there is the threat of more fires starting in these
conditions," Dreier told CNS. "There is no silver lining to these fires. The only benefit that comes is learning how to combat the
next fire.

"What I'm saying should be done today is that people take precautions to protect their families, pets and property," Dreier said.
"And they need to listen to law enforcement in the event evacuations become necessary."
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It's Just That Simple: What can we do to
conserve water?

California's drought is on everybody's mind. But is anyone really doing anything much on a personal
level to save water?

The only thing | hear about is "the water police™ warning people to sprinkle their lawns on their
designated days. But what else should we be doing to help ourselves and the farmers?

Back in 1976 and 1977 there was a terrible drought in California. In the summer of 1976, | was
waitressing on Catalina Island during college.

The drought hurt the island even more than other parts of the state, because it had limited sources of
water. So we had to ask customers if they wanted a glass of water, rather than automatically giving it
to them, only to have it thrown away because they ordered iced tea and didn't drink it. We explained
there was a drought on and the town of Avalon was severely affected. Most people said they would
go without or said they wanted it and drank it. A few demanded it, then let it go to waste, sadly.

Back at college that fall, I lived in a student co-op at UC Berkeley.

And believe me, we knew there was a drought on and we did something about it! We were told we
needed to turn off the water while we were soaping up in the shower AND to take buckets in with us.
The buckets would be used to flush the toilets or to water plants.

I was a budding journalism student then, and I did a story talking to the co-ops and other student
groups about the importance of saving water and what they were doing about it. | recall someone |
talked to saying the saddest loss of water was the dripping faucet.

Later as a reporter in Southern California in the 1990s, | recall writing about water conservation
when there were more drought years. Of course | was working in "green” Santa Monica, but at that
time the xeriscape front lawn, with native plants and cacti, was becoming a hot trend. They had a city
employee whose job it was to design a public information campaign to increase water-conservation
awareness and go out to homes and distribute low-flow showerheads and other devices.

Fast forward to today. We went to dinner at a popular Mexican restaurant the other night. We
ordered iced tea. They also brought us water with lemon without asking if we wanted it. | noticed bus
boys clearing patrons' tables, taking full or almost-full glasses of water to the kitchen to be dumped.

I wonder where the public awareness campaigns are now in the Valley? We need to conserve every
drop!

What am | doing to conserve water? Well, | don't let the water run when I'm brushing my teeth. |
frequently close the faucet when I'm washing dishes. I've started turning off the water in the shower
while shampooing. Maybe next I'll bring in a bucket!

Kathleen Coates is managing editor/online at The Sentinel. She can be reached at
kcoates@HanfordSentinel.com.

(Aug. 27, 2009)
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Major water bond proposed in the Capitol

By John Howard | 08/27/09 12:00 AM PST

A plan to get voter approval on $11.7 billion in new water projects that include reservoirs, Delta environmental protections and even a massive canal is under consideration in the Capitol, the latest in a series of proposals
targeting California's water problems.

The plan - not yet in the form of a bill - would place a bond issue before voters in November 2010. It is being pushed by Assemblymember Anna Caballero, D-Salinas.

Lawmakers in both parties and the governor have been attempting to negotiate a water package that includes new storage and greater deliveries of water into the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta east of San Francisco
and to the San Joaquin Valley and Central California. They also are considering the construction of a canal to carry water from the Sacramento River in the north around the Delta to the California Aqueduct, which would
move the water southward.

Some environmentalists oppose the proposal as harmful to the Delta, and Delta interests are fearful of being frozen out of the discussions.

The Delta, a vast estuary under court-ordered environmental protections, is crucial to the negotiations because most of the state's drinking comes through the delta.

The notion of going to the ballot for voter-approved borrowing is controversial, partly because the state's weak economy may not be conducive to a bond sale and partly because lawmakers are hesitant to take on more
state debt. Supporters of the storage projects and canal, including the public water agencies, believe a fee schedule is more efficient and politically feasible than borrowing.
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Faux Better or Worse

By: Nate Berg & Print

I t's the largest irrigated crop in the United States, with more than 32 million acres in production, according to a 2005

study from the journal Environmental Management. But this crop isn't eaten by people or, usually, animals. It's the
front lawn, and cities across America are trying to save water by encouraging homeowners — through rebates and tax
benefits — to get rid of it.

People, though, are stubborn things, and they still want their lawns. "I think it's safe to say that by far the lion's share of
new homes have lawns," said Walter Molony, a senior public affairs specialist at the National Association of Realtors.
"It would be a small, single-digit percentage that do not."

[ ]
In the face of this demand for green, cities across the country are trying to find a Mlller-MCCllne

middle ground, and for some, it is artificial turf. The current crop of synthetic lawn | Mettmesm e s sawnens
is several steps up from the AstroTurf of old; it looks and feels like real blades of
grass but, of course, doesn't need mowing.

Based on what it says is increasing demand, the Southern California city of Garden

Grove recently lifted a citywide ban on artificial turf on residential properties.
Residents there can now convert their front yards to fake grass and receive a
modest rebate from the local water district. "There's a lot of people that really want | ..
to do their part in conserving water," said Lee Marino, a senior planner in Garden e
Grove. "But there's always going to be that segment of society that, regardless,
they're going to want natural materials. They don't like the idea of fake.”

LR

As Garden Grove is allowing it, however, other Southwest municipalities are -
finding reasons to say no to faux. Glendale, Ariz., had once given rebates to Click here to see more from
residents for installing artificial turf as a water-saving alternative. The savings the latest Miller-McCune
turned out to be modest and conversions ended up causing environmental
problems. The city stopped giving rebates after the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released an advisory in
June 2008 associating artificial turf with a potential exposure to lead dust, created as the fibers making up some phony
grass blades age and wear.

"When the advisory came out, we thought it was best to err on the side of caution if it had something to do with public
health,” said Jo Miller, the city's water conservation program manager.

A concern that seems to be making more of an impact on city policy decisions than the CDC advisory is the tendency
of artificial turf to get really hot. "During the day it can heat up and be as hot as the asphalt in parking lots," Miller said.
So even though it's not alive, fake grass still needs water to keep cool and to clean up when the neighbor's dog leaves
something behind.

Other cities in Arizona are following Glendale's move away from artificial turf — but incompletely. Rebates still exist
for converting lawns in Scottsdale, but officials there are steering residents away from artificial turf and toward
xeriscaping their yards with native plants that require little water. "A natural landscape with soil that is breathing and
living and has actual plants in it that are transpiring is a lot more beneficial than a plastic landscape,” said Christina
Klien, water conservation coordinator for the city of Scottsdale.
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As climate change exacerbates water shortages in arid areas, more cities will need to limit water use. Lawn-watering is
an obvious target for regulation; lawns may themselves become targets for widespread prohibition. Las Vegas, for
example, has banned the use of grass for road medians, streetscaping and "front lawns that nobody ever stepped foot on
unless they were pushing a lawnmower," says Doug Bennett, conservation manager at the Southern Nevada \Water
Authority.

Despite emergent environmental concerns, the homeowner who wants but doesn't use a grass lawn may represent a
prime market for sellers of artificial turf. For homeowners looking to keep up appearances or comply with the rules of
their homeowners association, after all, what really matters is that yards look like yards.

But Bennett suspects that even those who think fake grass can pass, aesthetically speaking, for real will have adjusting
to do if they make the switch. "You have to keep it in perspective,” he says. "It looks like a lawn, but it's really a plastic
rug."

Sign up for our free e-newsletter.

Are you on Facebook? Become our fan.

Follow us on Twitter.

Add our news to your site.
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