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Jurupa Community Services District imposes water 
conservation measures 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Monday, August 24, 2009 


By SANDRA STOKLEY 
The Press-Enterprise 


MIRA LOMA - The Jurupa Community Services District board of directors on Monday passed a water-conservation 
ordinance. 


Effective immediately, customers may not water between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., cannot hose down driveways or 
sidewalks, and must repair leaks. 


The vote was 4-1. 


Director Ken McLaughlin, who said he did not believe it was appropriate for the district to assume the role of "water 
police," cast the dissenting vote. 


"I want to educate people. I want to partner with people to let people know what's the right thing to do," McLaughlin 
said. "I don't want to be getting into fines or ticketing people." 


But other directors said a tougher approach was needed in a time of diminishing water supplies. 


"The days of turning on the sprinkler for your kids at 2 in the afternoon are over," director Betty Anderson said. 


No one from the public addressed the board. 


At the suggestion of director R.M "Cook" Barela, customers who waste water will receive two warning notices before 
being cited. 


The community services district became the latest Inland water agency to adopt measures aimed at getting customers 
to cut use because of California's drought. 


The cities of Corona, Moreno Valley and San Jacinto already have water conservation ordinances in place, and the 
Rubidoux Community Services District might adopt a similar ordinance by the end of the year. 


The ordinance lays out four levels of drought conditions, with Level 1 outlining a series of voluntary use restrictions to 
achieve up to a 10 percent water reductions. 


Levels 2, 3 and 4 would have to be activated by a vote of the board. The levels -- labeled "drought alert," "drought 
critical," and "drought emergency" -- would impose mandatory restrictions such as limiting lawn and landscape 
watering to three days per week, banning the use of ornamental fountains and requiring residents to take their cars 
and vehicles to commercial car washes, which often use recycled water. 


Violations of the ordinance can bring fines ranging from $100 to $500 or installation of a flow-restricting device; or 
administrative or criminal penalties. 
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Los Angeles residents reducing water and power use 


Strict watering restrictions and energy efficiency programs at the DWP have resulted in decreases, 
city officials say. 


By Phil Willon 


August 27, 2009 


Heeding calls to conserve water and power, Los Angeles residents have 
significantly reduced water use and installed enough energy-efficient 
appliances and compact fluorescent light bulbs to save an amount of 
power equal to that used by 53,000 homes, city officials said 
Wednesday. 
 
"Angelenos didn't just meet the challenge, they exceeded it," Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa said at a Wednesday morning news conference. 
 
With strict watering restrictions that limit landscape irrigation to 
Mondays and Thursdays, the amount of water used by city residents in 
July declined by 17% compared with the same month the year before, 
Villaraigosa said. 
 
City officials also estimated that energy efficiency programs at the 
Department of Water and Power, which serves the city's roughly 4 million residents as well as businesses and 
government agencies, saved 318 gigawatt-hours in fiscal year 2008-09. Among those programs, the DWP has provided 
2.4 million compact fluorescent light bulbs to 1.2 million residences, 13,650 free Energy Star-rated refrigerators in 
exchange for old models and provided rebates for energy-saving windows, air conditioners and swimming pool pumps.
 
During the news conference, the mayor also addressed a television news report that the Getty House, the mayor's 
official residence in Windsor Square, had repeatedly violated city lawn-watering restrictions. KNBC-TV Channel 4 
showed that Getty House sprinklers were turned on in the wee hours of the morning on days when lawn watering is 
prohibited. 
 
Villaraigosa said he had been unaware of the violations and has since found out that there was a "glitch" in a high-tech 
landscape irrigation system installed at the Getty House two years ago. He said the problem is being fixed. 
 
The 22,000-square-foot property includes a backyard fountain, a tennis court and lush landscaping. It serves as both the 
mayor's private residence and as a public venue regularly used for official city events. 
 
Because of the new water-efficient irrigation system, the mayor said outside water use at the Getty House has dropped 
70% since he moved into the residence in late 2005. Water use inside the home has declined 67% during that same 
period, he said, although during that time the mayor separated from his wife and she no longer lives at the Getty House.
 
In 2007, The Times reported that Villaraigosa and his family, before moving into the Getty House, used almost twice as 
much water at their Mount Washington home compared with typical property owners with similar-sized lots in that 
area. 
 
Villaraigosa blamed his comparatively high water use at Mount Washington on gophers that chewed holes through a 
rubberized drip- irrigation system, and said he did not notice increases in his water bill because his wife handled the 
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No more burning sludge starting next month 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Wednesday, August 26, 2009 


By ERIN WALDNER 
The Press-Enterprise 


BANNING - An ordinance that prohibits the burning or conversion of sewage sludge in Banning goes into effect 
in a month. 


This prohibition stems from a proposal to build in southeast Banning a plant that would burn sewage sludge 
and biomass, such as lawn clippings. The developer said the end product would be electricity. 


Some Banning residents opposed the project. They said the plant would be bad for people's health and 
environment and that property values would suffer. 


They collected enough signatures to get a measure on the November ballot. If approved by voters, the 
measure would make it illegal to burn sewage sludge or convert it into ash in Banning. 


Members of the Banning City Council had two options: put the measure on the ballot or skip the election and 
adopt the measure outright. They chose the latter. 


The council approved the first reading of the ordinance on June 23 and adopted it Tuesday night without 
further discussion. Ordinances are effective 30 days after they're enacted. 


City attorney David Aleshire has said the council cannot approve the contested development because doing so 
would be in violation of the new ordinance. 
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Otay water board OKs 20 percent rate hike 
New charges take effect on Tuesday 


By Anne Krueger 
Union-Tribune Staff Writer 


2:00 a.m. August 27, 2009 


SPRING VALLEY — The Otay Water District board has approved a rate increase of almost 20 percent despite 
complaints from some customers that they can't afford to pay more for water. 


The rate increase, which takes effect Tuesday, was approved Monday by a 4-0 vote. Board president Gary Croucher 
was absent because he was out of town on business. 


District officials say the rate increase is necessary because the Metropolitan Water District, which supplies water to San 
Diego County through the County Water Authority, is raising its price by 21.1 percent in September. Other increases 
are projected for 2011 and beyond. 


The approval also allows the district to pass on annual rate increases from the Water Authority, and yearly increases of 
up to 10 percent for Otay's higher costs, for the next five years without holding another public hearing. Otay General 
Manager Mark Watton said customers still will be notified when a rate increase will go into effect. 


The 19.9 percent increase approved by the board will raise a typical customer's bill from $52.54 to $62.27 per month. 
Otay officials said the district's rates still will be the 10th-lowest out of 23 county water agencies for customers with 
typical water usage. 


The board also approved a 7.2 percent increase in its sewer rates over the next six years. District officials said the 
higher rate is needed because of increased regulations that require more monitoring of the system. 


The Otay Water District serves more than 191,000 residents in southern El Cajon, La Mesa, Rancho San Diego, Jamul, 
Spring Valley, Bonita, eastern Chula Vista, Eastlake and Otay Mesa. 


The public hearing was held under the provisions of Proposition 218, which requires notice of potential rate increases. 
The district sent about 64,000 notices to property owners and customers, and the increase could not have gone into 
effect if more than half had filed written protests. The district received 35 protest letters. 


Nine people spoke at the hearing to complain about the rates. 


Karen Hirr of El Cajon told board members the district should find ways to save money other than raising rates. 


“Everyone asks us to dig deeper in our pockets and at some point, there is no more to dig,” Hirr said. “We're reaching 
that point.” 
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David Nichols of Spring Valley said he lives on a fixed income and is already trying to conserve water.


“If you don't have it, you can't pay it,” Nichols said. “I'm not looking for mercy, I'm just looking for solutions.” 


Board members said they empathized with customers upset about the higher rates, but had to approve the increase 
because of higher costs. 


“I don't expect you to like this 20 percent rate increase,” board member Larry Breitfelder told people at the meeting. “I 
don't like it. But I want you to know it's done for the public interest.” 


Union-Tribune 


Anne Krueger: (619) 542-4575;  


 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/aug/27/otay-water-board-oks-20-percent-rate-hike/?metro&zIndex=155979 
 


 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
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Forty-vote margin separates fourth-, fifth-place finisher 


TEMECULA: Rancho Water incumbents re-elected  
The Californian | Posted: Wednesday, August 26, 2009 11:25 pm 


All four incumbents competing in Tuesday's vote-by-mail election were re-elected to the Rancho California Water District's board of directors, 
according to final election results released Wednesday by the county registrar of voters office. 


The election, open only to the 40,000 Temecula-area households serviced by the district, was a tight contest with 432 votes separating the five 
candidates running for the four available seats. 


The fifth-place finisher, Edward "Bob" Lemons, ended up with 5,279 votes, 40 votes behind Director Stephen Corona, the fourth-place finisher who
received 5,319 votes. 


The top vote getter was Director John Hoagland, who snared 5,711 votes. 


Director William Plummer ended up with 5,540 votes for second place and Director Ben Drake netted 5,514 votes for third place. 


Lemons, the district's former director of engineering, said the results showed that most of the community is pretty satisfied with what they have. 


"I was happy to be considered to be honest with you," he said. 


While he was narrowly defeated, Lemons, 59, said he does not envision running again in the near future. He said he supports the three board 
members who will see their seats come up for election in the next cycle. 


If one of those board members steps aside, however, Lemons said he would consider another run. 


County election officials said the results posted on the Registrar's Web site on Wednesday were certified and final as of 2:45 p.m. The updated 
numbers included ballots dropped off in Riverside on Tuesday.


The North County Times - Californian
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