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Although there were code plans ready to be activated in January of 2011 for California gray water regulations, due to the 
critical water shortage from drought conditions rules went into effect on August 4th of 2009. 


Here are some of the provisions: 


Single water sources like a clothes washer or a dishwasher do not need to be permitted. 


Gray water must be covered by mulch if discharged above ground so there is no run-off. 


Written standards offer easy guidance and sizing information for different soil types. 


No gray water is to be discharged below three feed above groundwater level. 


All gray water systems need to be equipped with a valve that allows water to be routed into a sewer system if necessary. 


No gray water is to be sprayed on or near edibles. 


Local agencies can pass tighter constraints on gray water rules if they hold a public hearing and vote changes, so stay 
aware of any attempts that are made to change these new regulations. 


Although gray water should be handled carefully, it is a logical way to make the best of our diminishing water supply – 
especially in drought areas. It is a good thing these restrictions have been revisited in California as some other states like 
Arizona have been successfully recycling gray water for years. There may be even more loosening of rules and 
regulations to help us use our resources more efficiently 
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Fixing Delta comes with  
high price tag  
  
Costs could total $54 billion, a consultant  
estimates.  
  
by Mike Taugher
Contra Costa Times  
  
Posted: 08/25/2009 05:04:14 PM PDT  
  
Updated: 08/25/2009 08:57:08 PM PDT
The Delta fix supported by Gov. Arnold  
Schwarzenegger and many of the state's largest  
water agencies could carry a staggering price tag of  
$23 billion to $54 billion, a consulting economist  
was planning to tell lawmakers Tuesday.  
  
The estimate, provided in a paper by Steven  
Kasower, appears to be the first time that potential  
costs of different pieces of the proposed fix —  
storing and moving water, offsetting environmental  
damage caused by those projects and restoring  
habitat — have been compiled in one place.  
  
But he emphasized that the numbers were very  
preliminary and that lawmakers would be foolhardy  
to pass a package of bills before better numbers are  
available.  
  
Some critics of Delta planning efforts have observed  
the state could end up committing money for new  
water and environmental solutions that could  
otherwise be used for programs that have been hit  
by budget cuts.  
  
"It is astounding that at the same time the  
Legislature is slashing funding for education, health  
and public safety, they're considering a multibillion- 
dollar package with no critical analysis of how much  


it will cost," said Jonas Minton, a water policy  
analyst at the Planning and Conservation League, a  
conservation group.


The annual cost to finance such a massive public  
works project could run from $1.5 billion to $3.4  
billion a year for projects that are most likely to be  
paid for through water rates and $416 million a year  
from taxpayers to repay general obligation bonds,  
Kasower's report states.


A top water industry representative said the  
numbers were not surprising and a reasonable price  
tag considering earlier generations spent about $50  
billion in today's dollars to build the state's major  
water delivery projects.


Those projects were good for delivering water  
cheaply but were not designed to protect the  
environment. The next phase of investment is to  
modify the water delivery systems to work in a more  
environmentally friendly manner, said Tim Quinn,  
executive director of the Association of California  
Water Agencies.


"Water costs will go up, but it probably doesn't cost  
as much as cable television in this state," Quinn  
said. "It's going to be expensive, but our  
grandchildren will be better off for it."


The figures compiled by Kasower included $4.2  
billion to build a new aqueduct around the Delta  
and $9.8 billion to maintain levees to allow water  
agencies to continue taking water from the Delta.  
They also include rough estimates for environmental  
projects and new dams. The high end, $54 billion,  
would be reached if the state tunnels under the Delta  
to move Sacramento River water to the south instead  
of moving it through a new aqueduct.


Kasower came up with the very rough estimate that  
a Delta tunnel would cost $33 billion by comparing  
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the project to the cost of the Chunnel, which  
connects Britain and France beneath the English  
Channel.  
  
The Delta is the largest remaining estuary on the  
West Coast and a key supply of water for much of  
California. Two million acres are irrigated by water  
delivered from the Delta major export pumps near  
Tracy and two in three residents get at least some of  
their water from the Delta, ranging from the Contra  
Costa Water District which is virtually 100 percent  
dependent on the Delta to Southern California,  
which gets about one-third of its water from the  
Delta.  
  
Since 2000, water deliveries out of the Delta hit  
record highs and Delta fish populations collapsed.  
The diversions were a likely cause of the  
environmental decline but not the only cause.  
Pollution, particularly from sewage treatment plants,  
and invasive species are also culprits.  
  
Lawmakers meant to address the twin water supply  
and environmental crises this year but their  
intentions were trumped by the budget mess. Now,  
in the waning days of the legislative session  
lawmakers are trying to come up with a fix in the  
coming weeks.  
  
"I don't think that's realistic, not given these kinds  
of costs," said Sen. Lois Wolk, D-Davis, chairwoman  
of the Senate Select Committee on Delta Stewardship  
and Sustainability.  
  
The package of bills addresses how the Delta's  
environment and water diversions would be  
balanced and policed; mandates that a new plan be  
written to address the environment and water  
demands in the Delta; creates a conservancy to  
protect land in the Delta; sets statewide water  
conservation goals, and regulates groundwater.  
  


It is unclear whether the package can pass, and if it  
can whether Schwarzenegger will sign it. He's  
threatened to veto it unless major changes are made,  
including that lawmakers meet his demand that  
financing be made available for new dams.


Wolk has scheduled a hearing for today on how to  
pay for the Delta plans.


She said the costs are so high, and the state is so  
strapped, that it might make sense to put off  
decisions on dams and canals and that those plans  
might have to be scaled back because the state  
might not be able to pay for them.


"The numbers are astronomical, and they're  
incomplete," she said. "Back to the drawing board."
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Jurupa services district plans vote on watering 
restrictions 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Saturday, August 22, 2009 


By SANDRA STOKLEY 
The Press-Enterprise 


MIRA LOMA - Residents in the Eastvale and Jurupa areas will be barred from hosing down driveways and patios 
and watering yards between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. under a water conservation ordinance going before the Jurupa 
Community Services District board of directors Monday night. 


If the ordinance is approved, the community services district will become the latest in a growing number of 
Inland water agencies to adopt measures aimed at getting customers to cut use because of California's 
drought.. 


"We are in a water crisis in California," said Eldon Horst, general manager of the community services district. 
"All water agencies need to have this type of ordinance in place." 


The district has an estimated 25,000 water connections in the unincorporated Riverside County communities of 
Eastvale, Pedley, Glen Avon, Sunnyslope and parts of Mira Loma. 


If the ordinance is adopted, it will take effect immediately. 


The proposed ordinance lays out four levels of drought conditions, with Level 1 outlining a series of voluntary 
use restrictions to achieve up to a 10 percent water reduction. 


But even at Level 1, "unreasonable uses of water" are barred. Those uses include hosing down driveways or 
sidewalks, failing to repair a leak or watering in the heat of the day when the water evaporates more quickly. 


Levels 2, 3 and 4 would impose mandatory restrictions such as limiting lawn and landscape watering to three 
days per week, barring the use of ornamental fountains and requiring residents to take their cars and vehicles 
to commercial car washes, which often use recycled water. 


Violations of water restrictions set out in levels 2, 3 and 4 are subject to civil, administrative and even criminal 
penalties, according to the ordinance. 


The proposed ordinance is raising concerns, particularly among residents living in the older, more rural sections 
of Jurupa where larger lots allow the keeping of horses, goats and other livestock. 


"I have two horses, and each horse drinks about 20 gallons of water per day," said Ellen Kleinbeck, who has 
lived in Pedley for 18 years. 


Kleinbeck said she already conserves water by taking shorter showers, watering her lawn in the early morning 
twice a week and sweeping her driveway and patio. 


"I'm already making a concerted effort to save water," Kleinbeck said. "Where are they going to set my 
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standard at if I'm already conserving?" 


"I have the same question myself," said Kathryn Bogart, president of the district's board of directors. "I've been 
conserving for a long time and I don't think I can cut back more." 


Bogart said she has installed artificial turf in her backyard, waters her lawn in the early morning three days a 
week and has low-flow toilets and shower heads. 


Horst said those are all valid concerns that will be addressed during the first year if the ordinance is adopted 
Monday. He said the first year will be devoted to educating customers about the importance of conserving 
water, urging voluntary compliance and learning what works best to get that compliance. 


"We have a learning experience to undertake as an agency," Horst said. "We should be able to devise a system 
that is equitable. 


"We don't want to be punitive with our customers," he said. 


Reach Sandra Stokley at 951-368-9647 or a sstokley@PE.com 


Water wise 


The Jurupa Community Services District board of directors will consider a water ordinance that lays out four levels of conservation based on drought conditions. 


WHEN: Monday at 7 p.m. 


WHERE: 11201 Harrel St. 


INFORMATION: 951-685-7434 
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Plans for the San Joaquin delta meld policy with plumbing 


An overall strategy to manage the hub of the state's water supply finally has it right. 


By Timothy F. Brick 


August 26, 2009 


Ageneration ago, Southern California water managers thought they had 
the solution for dealing with the hub of the state's water system -- the 
magnificent Northern California estuary known as the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin River Delta. They wanted to build a canal from the delta to the 
existing aqueduct system that sustains San Joaquin Valley agriculture 
and Southern California.  
 
They were wrong. And now we finally have the chance to do it right. 
 
Five draft bills as part of an overall plan have been introduced in the 
Legislature that could lead to better governance in the delta and wise 
water management statewide. Like all drafts, some areas need refining. 
Like all complex packages, there are voices calling to delay and to defer. 
But delaying and deferring are no longer options. The Legislature in the 
coming weeks must put the delta on a path to recovery for the sake of the 
environment and the state's $1.8-trillion economy.  
 
 
 
 
 
In 1982, I was an activist and among the critics who successfully fought the so-called peripheral canal in a historic 
statewide election. Why? The solution's sole purpose was water supply. There was no visible effort to conserve water, 
to diversify supplies through recycling or to restore the delta itself. To paraphrase a fellow critic, the plan was all 
plumbing and no policy. 
 
The Legislature now finds itself in another delta debate brought to the forefront by a generation of gridlock, half-steps 
and a true environmental crisis. That has brought us to these new plans for a delta water conveyance system -- whether 
it will be a canal, a tunnel or some combination is still to be decided. But this time, there is also a plan to mandate water 
conservation statewide and one to bring water management and the collection of water-use information into the 21st 
century.  
 
Most important, there is a proposal to restore tens of thousands of acres of delta habitat to provide much-needed shelter 
and food for salmon and other threatened species. Its scope and sophistication are precisely what the delta needs at this 
critical moment. Dwindling fish populations have triggered new and extraordinary delta water-supply restrictions. They 
threaten to indefinitely keep Southern California and much of the state in shortage or near-shortage conditions.  
 
There is no hiding that "the canal" remains a lightning rod, given the 1982 battle, which was arguably the most 
regionally divisive issue in state history. Any sustainable conveyance system, which would be funded by the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and other water agencies and not the state general fund, needs to be 
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large enough to capture some of the runoff during the occasional big storms. The system, however, also has to be
carefully operated and legally linked to a real habitat strategy for the delta.  
 
California has never had a comprehensive plan like this for the delta. But it will, hopefully by the end of 2010, in 
conjunction with the Legislature and through a state and federal effort known as the Bay Delta Conservation Plan, 
which is supported by several key environmental groups and many water districts. The BDCP's goal isn't just bare-
bones compliance with the Endangered Species Act but rather species recovery, the highest bar of any environmental 
law in the country. 
 
As the provider of delta water supplies to a six-county region, the MWD seeks to meet and exceed that goal. We also 
support legislation mandating statewide water conservation, including more in our own backyard, better reporting of 
water use and better science in the delta. 
 
Southern California doesn't seek more water from the delta. But it is obvious that a major investment in a new and 
better way to move water supplies across the delta is necessary to maintain something close to our traditional supply. 
The alternative is to risk losing this supply altogether through additional environmental restrictions or a collapse of the 
system from a large earthquake that seismologists predict for the coming decades. The region's water system depends 
on reliable baseline supplies to make emerging strategies work, such as recycling, conservation and groundwater 
cleanup. 
 
For the delta, chances like this don't come along very often. We've never seen an entire package like this that advances 
water policy and makes the responsible plumbing changes. We're at the brink of a sustainable water future for 
California -- if we seize the moment.  
 
Timothy F. Brick is chairman of the board of directors of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 
representing the city of Pasadena. 
 
Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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Rancho California Water District incumbents lead 
voting 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, August 25, 2009 


By AARON BURGIN 
The Press-Enterprise 


With most votes in, it appears four Rancho California Water District incumbents will return to their posts. 


John Hoagland, William Plummer and Ben Drake each garnered more than 20 percent of the 27,263 votes cast. 
Hoagland received 5,697 votes, Plummer received 5,521 and Drake received 5,490 votes. 


Stephen Corona, with 5,298, or 19.43 percent of the votes, led challenger Edward "Bob" Lemons, a retired 
district employee, by 41 total votes. 


Officials from the Riverside County registrar of voters said they still must count ballots received today in the 
mail but outstanding votes likely would not change Tuesday's results. 


The district of 120,000 customers in Temecula, parts of Murrieta and unincorporated portions of southwest 
Riverside County faces a crucial period. 


It is struggling with a prolonged water shortage that has affected all of Southern California and forced water-
use restrictions and rate increases by its major water supplier, the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California. 


Lemons had run on a platform of change, including a pledge to push to reduce the board of directors from 
seven to five. 
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Riverside's loss is Perris' gain in stimulus funding for highway 
project 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, August 25, 2009 


By JULISSA McKINNON 
The Press-Enterprise 


After a project to revamp Van Buren Boulevard's connection with Highway 91 in Riverside reaped $16 million in federal stimulus cash, 
officials realized the project was not "shovel-ready" enough to qualify for the federal help. 


But it's not a total loss -- especially for Perris. 


Officials with the Riverside County Transportation Commission will instead put the $16 million toward the next regional priority: the 
crossing of westbound Highway 74 and Interstate 215. 


Officials said they will look to state and local coffers to cover the needed reconstruction at Van Buren and Highway 91. 


Both the Van Buren and the Perris projects were spotlighted as area priorities in 1989 when voters passed Measure A, a half-cent sales tax 
that has raised $1 billion in transportation funds since then, according to the county's Measure A Web site. 


Upgrades to Van Buren and the 91 -- an approximately $34 million endeavor -- include rebuilding ramps and widening the freeway 
overpass from four to six lanes. 


In Perris, the almost $40 million project at westbound Highway 74 would also widen a freeway overcrossing to four lanes instead of two, 
as well as widen freeway on- and off-ramps. 


Timing proved to be critical when it came to the federal stimulus money. To comply with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act's 
schedule, a highway project had to be ready to start construction by March 2010, said Shirley Medina, the transportation commission's 
programming and planning manager. A project also had to have regional impact and create jobs. 


The plans and right-of-way land acquisitions were not ready for the Van Buren upgrades, but they were for the Perris project. 


Medina and John Standiford, the transportation commission's deputy director, expressed confidence that the $16 million needed to 
complete the Van Buren project will come from state coffers, most likely Caltrans. 


About $14 million would come from Measure A funds, $2.3 million from the transportation commission's regional coffers and $1.5 million 
from the city of Riverside. 
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