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August 24, 2009  
Methane powers wastewater treatment plant 


 


MORENO VALLEY--An innovative ‘green’ project is saving money by powering 
a water reclamation plant.  
 
A ceremony Monday marked groundbreaking of the $46 million project. 
Roxanne Rountree at the Eastern Municipal Water District project site 
explains that chemical energy is converted to an alternative gas producing 
electricity.  
 
“It’s a better source of methane gas that is used by these fuel cells. At the 
end of the day, it runs the plant generating 40 percent of its electrical 
needs.”  
 
The wastewater treatment project was funded in part by federal economic 
recovery funds. (INT)  


Story Date: August 24, 2009 
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Solar Electric Contractor
Make Solar Contractors Fight for 
Your Solar Electricity Project.  
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20 Top Home Water Filters
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Filters. Compare Brands, Factory 
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www.WaterFilterComparisons.com


Green Tip - Go Solar
Start with a Low Down Payment & 
$115 Per Month. Free Estimate 
Today  
www.SolarCity.com
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Car largesse 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Saturday, August 22, 2009 


Riverside County cannot afford to waste money on sloppy oversight of county cars. The county needs tougher oversight of public vehicles, 
starting with a reduction in the number of county cars people take home at night. And the county should end the wasteful practice of 
paying workers' commuting costs. 


Riverside County's 5,300-vehicle county fleet costs taxpayers $43.7 million a year. County officials last month released an audit revealing 
that poor management and lax controls wasted millions of dollars annually. This, after the county in June closed a $130 million budget 
shortfall by slashing programs and draining $50.6 million from reserves. 


County government operations require some public vehicles, but does Riverside County really need one car for every four employees? 
Evidently not: The audit examined 1,939 of the county's "passenger-type" vehicles, and found that workers did not use 672 enough to 
break even on cost. Taxpayers have better ways to spend money than on cars employees do not drive. 


Taxpayers will be glad to know the county plans to draft new guidelines for vehicle purchases and use, for consideration in October. 
Clearly, Riverside County needs a better grasp of fleet management to avoid needless public expenses. 


And unnecessary cars is hardly the only issue the audit uncovered. The county has 1,055 vehicles that employees take home with them at 
night -- and the actual total may be even higher, the audit noted. 


There are legitimate reasons for some employees to have county vehicles at their disposal 24 hours a day, particularly workers who must 
respond to emergencies. But many of the workers taking home county cars had no justification for that privilege, nor were there consistent 
standards governing who got the perk. 


One of the biggest abusers was the district attorney's office, which had 187 people rolling home in county cars each night. The audit noted 
that 26 employees who got the cars did not handle any off-duty emergencies in the preceding year. Another 88 had less than a dozen 
emergency calls during that time. 


The district attorney's office said last week that the 187 take-home cars made operations more efficient, but given the budget condition the 
office plans to trim that number to three. Apparently, inefficiency saves money, at least at the DA's office. 


In fact, unnecessary take-home cars add pointless public expenses. The county pays about $4.7 million a year in commuting costs for those 
1,055 cars. And using the vehicles to commute shortens their useful life by 63 percent, requiring earlier replacement, the audit notes. 


The Board of Supervisors enacted a new policy last month that tightens controls on who can drive county cars home at night. The county 
says the new rules will cut the number of overnight cars by 50 percent. 


But the policy leaves some crucial gaps. The county executive office will approve all requests for take-home cars -- which it was already 
supposed to be doing under the old policy. Yet that did not prevent the number of cars going home overnight from expanding needlessly. 
So what does the executive office plan to do differently now? And the county was not even aware of all the cars that were going home each 
night. So how does the county plan to ensure that departments follow the new rules? Without strict enforcement, policies mean nothing. 


And the county should not be paying for personal use of public vehicles. Surely county taxpayers do not need to spend $4.7 million on 
employees' daily commutes. Private businesses do not pay people to drive back and forth to work; neither should Riverside County. 


What's more, the county's mileage tracking system is unreliable, the audit notes, which enables workers to more easily use county vehicles 
for personal travel. The county should install GPS tracking devices in vehicles. That step would cost money, but can reap savings, as other 
public agencies have found. Eastern Municipal Water District, for example, installed the devices in March, and in the first four months 
alone saved almost enough to cover the cost of the GPS program.
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Better oversight of county vehicle use would save Riverside County millions of dollars with no detriment to public services. But county 
supervisors and administrators might also want to explain why the excessive cost of public vehicles only becomes a concern when the 
budget is tight. Finding a better financial strategy than managerial carelessness should not have to wait until a budget crisis hits. 
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Construction begins on water treatment project 


 
City News Service  


The Eastern Municipal Water District, which serves most of western Riverside County, but not the 
Coachella Valley, on Monday marked the start of construction on a wastewater treatment project that 
will reduce carbon emissions while recycling water. 


Water district officials joined representatives from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at the 
Moreno Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility, in the 17-000 block of Kitching Street, where a 
groundbreaking was held for the Preliminary Treatment and Acid Phase Anaerobic Digestion Project. 


The $46.3 million project, slated for completion in 2010, will allow the reclamation facility to purify 
waste water for non-potable uses, drawing on methane gas generated in the process to supply 40 
percent of the facility's energy needs, according to Roxanne Rountree, a spokeswoman for the utility. 


She said the anaerobic “digesters” will increase the efficiency of how human waste and other sludge 
is processed at the plant, reducing the need to haul away some of the matter, which in turn saves 
money and slashes greenhouse gas emissions. 


Ratepayers should also notice savings, according to water district officials. 


The project complements a $38 million capacity upgrade to the reclamation facility that began in May. 
Both projects are funded through California's Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund, which is 
supported by EPA grants. 


“Clean water is a precious commodity, especially in arid Southern California,” said John Kemmerer, 
associate director of EPA Region 9. “We applaud the Eastern Municipal Water District for their spirit 
of innovation and environmental responsibility.” 


Eastern Municipal Water District Board President Ron Sullivan said the utility's green initiatives will 
help it become “more self-reliant in energy generation and more cost- and energy-efficient in its 
treatment of wastewater.” 


The utility serves an area that encompasses 555 square miles and is home to about 687,000 people. 


According to the EPA, the California Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund has benefited from a 
$280 million infusion of federal stimulus dollars. 


The reclamation facility projects will create about 125 construction jobs, according to Rountree. 
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Project to help plant create energy onsite
8/25/2009 1:36:55 PM


LOS ANGELES — The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on August 24 joined 
the Perris, CA-based Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD) for the groundbreaking 
of a $46.3 million wastewater treatment energy efficiency project designed to benefit 
Moreno Valley, CA, residents, the EPA reported in an August 24 press release. 
 
Funding for the project is coming from California’s Clean Water State Revolving Loan 
Fund, which was augmented with an additional $280 million by the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (stimulus funding). The project is called the Moreno Valley 
Regional Water Reclamation Facility Preliminary Treatment and Acid Phase Anaerobic 
Digestion Project. 
 
Upgrades funded by the loans will enable the district to produce 40 percent of the 
Moreno Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility’s energy needs onsite, resulting in 
reduced energy production and associated greenhouse gas emissions. Upgrades also 
will reduce sludge production, which will lower truck emissions resulting from sludge 
hauling, the release said. 
 
A separate EMWD $38 million project, which began in May, is designed to increase 
treatment capacity and improve treatment processes, enabling the district to continue 
to efficiently recycle treated wastewater for non-potable uses. Funding for this project 
also is in the form of an CWSRF loan containing ARRA funds. 
 
“The project will enable our Moreno Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility to 
become more self-reliant in energy generation and more cost- and energy-efficient in 
its treatment of wastewater,” EMWD Board President Ron Sullivan is quoted saying. 
The zero- to low-interest loan should result in a $4 million savings in interest 
payments, he added. 
 
The Eastern Municipal Water District provides water and wastewater services in a 555-
square-mile service area with a population of about 687,000 in western Riverside 
County. 
 
To read the release, click here. 
 
For related information, click here. 
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On water issue, Democrats try to give up some power 


To get around Sacramento gridlock, legislators attempt to create an independent body to decide 
how to restore and upgrade the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. 


George Skelton 


Capitol Journal 


August 25, 2009 


From Sacramento 


Take a good look because you won't see this often: The Legislature's 
majority party trying to surrender power. 
 
It's power that Democrats have been incapable or unwilling to exercise 
anyway. And it's not like they're giving it to Republicans. 
 
They're attempting to create an independent governing body to decide 
how to restore the ecosystem and remodel the waterworks of the 
deteriorating Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, a major source of 
drinking water for Southern Californians and irrigation for San Joaquin 
Valley farms. 
 
Wealth, livelihoods and ways of life are at stake. Some of California's 
most combative interests -- agricultural, business, urban, environmental -
- have been battling over the delta for decades. Because these 
stakeholders can't agree, neither can the politicians whose policies tend to be shaped by their patron interests. That's the 
system. 
 
Handing off the decision-making authority to an outside entity was suggested by a special commission -- the Delta 
Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force -- created by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and headed by attorney Philip Isenberg, a 
former high-ranking legislator and Sacramento mayor. 
 
More than 200 federal, state and local entities have their fingers in delta water, the panel noted in its report last October. 
"Everyone is involved but no one is in charge. . . . Continuation of the current system of governance . . . guarantees 
continued deadlock and inevitable litigation."  
 
Sen. Joe Simitian (D-Palo Alto), author of a bill to create a powerful Delta Stewardship Council, blames California's 
"reform tradition" for much of Sacramento's gridlock.  
 
"In response to big-city machine politics on the East Coast, California created lots of checks and balances so nothing 
bad can happen," Simitian says. "The flip side is nothing good gets done. At some point, you have to let go and let 
somebody make the hard decisions. 
 
"Those decisions would be better made in a less political environment by people who know what the hell they're talking 
about. The lesson of the last 25 years is that political institutions are not very well equipped to make plumbing 
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decisions. We need to provide for independence and expertise."
 
The senator's mention of the last 25 years refers roughly to the last time the Legislature and governor had the courage to 
step up and make a major water decision. They were slapped down by voters. 
 
Gov. Jerry Brown and the Legislature authorized a "peripheral canal" to funnel Sacramento River water around the 
brackish delta and directly into a southbound aqueduct. But in 1982 an unlikely coalition of rich farmers and skittish 
environmentalists talked voters into repealing the legislation. Farmers thought the canal's operation would be too 
friendly to the environment, while environmentalists believed it wouldn't be friendly enough. 
 
Voters actually had approved the canal in 1960 when they authorized bonds for Gov. Pat Brown's State Water Project. 
But by the time Oroville Dam and the California Aqueduct were built, the state had run out of money for the canal. 
 
The canal originally was proposed by state wildlife officials to protect fish from being sucked into pumps draining delta
water into the aqueduct. But many environmentalists, delta farmers and Bay Area cities over the decades have fought 
the canal, envisioning it as a giant straw to siphon additional northern water into valley irrigation ditches and Southland
swimming pools. 
 
But things have changed. We've entered a new era in the perpetual water wars. 
 
The fishery has tanked and courts have curtailed deliveries to save the remaining fish. Delta levees are crumbling and 
are vulnerable to flooding or the inevitable big earthquake that could cut off all water shipments for years. 
 
Global warming threatens to reduce the Sierra snowpack and melt it faster, requiring more water storage -- reservoirs 
and underground -- to prevent worse droughts and flooding. Scientists also predict that climate change will raise the sea 
level, swamping the delta with salt water. 
 
The new fight against time is to restore the ecosystem while providing a reliable water supply -- emphasis on reliable, 
even if the supply is reduced from previous commitments. 
 
There's a growing consensus among farm, urban and many environmental interests -- but still not delta farmers who 
rely on fresh Sacramento River water -- that some peripheral canal is needed. Or perhaps a peripheral tunnel. Or a 
combo of both. Or both combined with a more secure water route through the delta -- a route that could devastate one 
of the estuary's most scenic boating areas. 
 
Whatever the "conveyance" -- new water lingo for the emotional word "peripheral" -- Democratic legislators want it to 
be decided by a seven-member Delta Stewardship Council. The governor would appoint four members and the 
Legislature two. The chairman of a Delta Protection Commission would be the seventh member. 
 
The council's co-equal mission would be to improve both the ecosystem and water supply. It would assess fees on users 
of delta water to pay for the billions in upgrades. 
 
The Simitian bill is part of a comprehensive Democratic package that also would, among other things, require a 20% 
reduction in urban water consumption by 2020. Crop irrigation likewise would have to be more efficient. And all 
groundwater levels would be monitored by local agencies and reported to the state. 
 
"This is the most profound, the most radical change in water policy in my lifetime," says Randele Kanouse, veteran 
lobbyist for the East Bay Municipal Utility District. He says much tinkering is needed and urges the Legislature to 
delay final action until next year. 
 
But Democrats are holding weekly committee hearings in hopes of passing legislation by Sept. 11, the end of this year's 
regular session. 
 
Schwarzenegger, backed by Republicans, dampened optimism by vowing not to sign legislation that doesn't include 
bonds for dams. A bond bill would require a two-thirds majority vote, a generator of gridlock. The other water bills 
need only a simple majority vote. 
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"The governor has to decide whether he wants to solve this problem or have another food fight," says Assemblyman 
Jared Huffman (D-San Rafael), who heads the water committee. 
 
Dams are needed. But they'd be of little use without a healthy delta. This is a once-in-a-generation chance to heal the 
estuary. 
 
Critics might accuse Democrats of passing the buck. But it's a wise move that recognizes the Legislature's limitations. 
 
george.skelton @latimes.com 
 
Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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Otay water board OKs 19.9 percent rate increase  


SPRING VALLEY: The Otay Water District board approved a rate increase of almost 20 percent yesterday, 
with possible additional rate increases for the next five years.  


District officials say the price increase is necessary because the Metropolitan Water District, which supplies 
water to San Diego County through the County Water Authority, is raising its price by 19.7 percent next 
month. Other increases are projected for 2011 and beyond.  


Otay's proposed 19.9 percent increase would raise a typical customer's bill from $52.54 to $62.27 per 
month.  


Otay officials are predicting a 19.9 percent rate increase each year for the next two years, plus a 7 percent 
increase each year for the following four years. That doesn't include any projected cost increases to Otay 
from the County Water Authority, which the district will be passing on to its customers.  


The Otay Water District serves more than 191,000 residents in southern El Cajon, La Mesa, Rancho San 
Diego, Jamul, Spring Valley, Bonita, eastern Chula Vista, Eastlake and Otay Mesa.—A.K.  
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Widening of 13-mile stretch of I-215 gets OK for 
final design, engineering 
 


 
10:11 PM PDT on Monday, August 24, 2009 


By DUG BEGLEY 
The Press-Enterprise 


Plans for how to widen Interstate 215 from Perris almost to Murrieta will be finished next summer, under a plan 
proposed by Riverside County Transportation Commission staff that increases the agency's work with an 
engineering firm.  


The commission's budget committee on Monday approved a plan to have engineering firm URS finalize 
engineering and design of the project, from Scott Road north of Murrieta to Nuevo Road, north of Perris. The 
13-mile stretch is the middle of three adjacent projects along I-215 to widen the freeway from Interstate 15 in 
Temecula to Highway 60 near Moreno Valley.  


If approved by the commission at its meeting next month, URS will be paid up to $14.5 million for the design 
and engineering work, said Lisa DaSilva, capital projects manager for the transportation agency. The company 
was chosen because it is already the on-call engineering firm for the transportation commission on major road 
projects. URS did similar design work on the southern segment of the I-215 widening project.  


Story continues below 
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"They have been making excellent progress," DaSilva said.  


The middle phase of widening I-215 to three lanes and adding a carpool lane from Nuevo Road north to the 60 
is the most complex of the three when it comes to design, said John Standiford, deputy director of the 
transportation commission. Bridges at D Street and Perris Boulevard in Perris must be lengthened to 
accommodate the larger freeway.  


The entire widening project is expected to cost $417 million, including $38.6 million for the southern segment 
from California's Prop. 1B transportation bond voters approved in 2006.  


Work on the southern section of the widening is set to start in 2011, followed a year later by the central 
section. Construction north of Perris to Riverside is not anticipated until 2012, with all phases finished by 2015.  


Reach Dug Begley at 951-368-9475 or dbegley@PE.com  
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