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Increase would be done as San Marcos turns the site into a park 


SAN MARCOS: City looking at raising South Lake's water level  
ANDREA MOSS - amoss@nctimes.com | Posted: Sunday, August 23, 2009 3:50 pm 


NOTE TO DESK: This story has art AND a locator map, slugged s.Southlake 


City officials are exploring the idea of raising the water level at South Lake as part of its development into a major recreation area. 


Set in the hills west of Twin Oaks Valley Road and south of Highway 78, the manmade lake was a drinking water reservoir until 1984. 


The Vallecitos Water District, which owns South Lake and uses it only to store emergency water now, agreed in 2005 to lease the lake to the city 
for up to 75 years, at a cost of $1 per year. 


The site is currently fenced, gated and closed to the public. 


That would change under a master plan that the city's Community Services Commission approved in February. The proposal calls for the city to 
turn the lake into a 53-acre park offering fishing, boating, hiking and other outdoor activities. 


The $6 million park would include two fishing docks, a boat-rental concession with a boat ramp, an outdoor amphitheater, picnic areas, a children's 
play area, a dog run, restrooms, a caretaker apartment and parking. 


On Thursday, San Marcos' community services director Craig Sargent-Beach said the question of whether the lake's water level should be raised 
came up recently during discussions with environmental agencies that must OK the plan before the park can be built. 


Estimating the lake's current depth at 20 to 25 feet, he said raising the water level by 10 feet would make it easier to keep the lake deep enough for 
the docks, the ramp and any boating programs the city might offer at the site. 


Without the additional water, evaporation could make the lake too shallow during years of below-normal rainfall, Sargent-Beach said. 


"Usually, there's a 4-foot change per year (due to evaporation)," he said. "So if we don't make back that 48 inches of evaporation with our rainfall ... 
you end up having the water level drop from season to season and summer to summer." 


If the city does decide to raise the water level, it has several options for doing so. They include digging a well, from which water could be pumped 
into the lake, or waiting for a winter of heavy rain to fill the reservoir naturally. 


Sargent-Beach said the city is leaning toward the natural approach because it would save San Marcos from having to do the habitat mitigation that 
would be required if the water level were raised artificially. 


Community Services Commission Chairwoman Kathleen Kildoo could not be reached last week. 


Sargent-Beach said time is in the city's favor, though. 


"We don't anticipate having the park completed and open until winter 2011," the community services director said. "And so we have two more 
winter seasons before we would have to really make a full-on decision." 


Call staff writer Andrea Moss at 760-739-6654. 


The North County Times - Californian
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U.S. EPA, sister agencies celebrate $46.3 million 
Moreno Valley water treatment plant 
groundbreaking / Western Riverside County project 
financed in part by Recovery Act funds  


Release date: 08/24/2009  


Contact Information: Francisco Arcaute, Cell (213) 798-1404, arcaute.francisco@epa.gov 


(08/24/09) LOS ANGELES – On Monday, August 24, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency joins the Eastern 
Municipal Water District for the groundbreaking of an innovative $46.3 million wastewater treatment energy efficiency 
project – funded in part by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act - benefiting thousands of Moreno Valley, Calif., 
residents for years to come. 
 
Funding for the Moreno Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility Preliminary Treatment and Acid Phase Anaerobic 
Digestion Project is from the California’s Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund (CWSRF), which was augmented with an 
additional $280 million by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
 
Upgrades funded by these loans will enable the Eastern Municipal Water District to produce 40% of the Moreno Valley 
Regional Water Reclamation Facility’s energy needs onsite. This substantially reduces energy production and associated 
greenhouse gas emissions that would have been generated at offsite facilities and helps to control ratepayer energy costs. 
Upgrades will also reduce sludge production, thus lowering truck emissions resulting from sludge hauling. By increasing 
treatment capacity, and improving treatment processes, the District will continue to efficiently recycle treated wastewater 
for non-potable uses, thus conserving scarce water supplies.  
 
An additional CWSRF loan containing ARRA funds was recently provided to the Eastern Municipal Water District to 
separately upgrade the Moreno Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility. Construction began in May, 2009 on a $38M 
project to increase treatment plant capacity and improve process operations.  
 
“Clean water is a precious commodity, especially in arid southern California,” said John Kemmerer Associate Director, EPA 
Region 9 Water Division. “We applaud the Eastern Municipal Water District for their spirit of innovation and environmental 
responsibility in taking advantage of these funding opportunities to conserve energy and scarce water supplies.”  
 
"The Eastern Municipal Water District is pleased to have been selected by the EPA and State Water Resources Control 
Board to receive funding for this model innovative green project," says EMWD Board President Ron Sullivan. "The project 
will enable our Moreno Valley Regional Water Reclamation Facility to become more self-reliant in energy generation and 
more cost and energy-efficient in its treatment of wastewater. Additionally, EMWD customers will realize approximately $4 
million savings in interest payments through this zero to low-interest loan." 
 
The Eastern Municipal Water District provides domestic and agricultural water, wastewater collection and treatment 
service, and recycled water in a 555 square mile service area with a population of about 687,000 in western Riverside 
County.  
 
In California, the EPA provides annual Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund grants to the California State Water 
Resources Board, who administers the program by providing loans to utilities and municipalities. 
 
President Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 on February 17 and has directed that the 
Recovery Act be implemented with unprecedented transparency and accountability. To that end, the American people can 
visit recovery.gov to see how every dollar is being invested. 
 
Learn more about the EPA's implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 at: 
http://www.epa.gov/recovery/ 
 
For more information on the Eastern Municipal Water District, please visit: www.emwd.org 
- ### - 
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Follow the U.S. EPA's Pacific Southwest region on Twitter: http://twitter.com/USEPAregion9 and join the LinkedIn group: 
http://www.linkedin.com/e/vgh/1823773/ 
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Recent additions 


08/24/2009 EPA Orders Village of Port Chester, N.Y. to Fix the Way it Handles Stormwater; Comply with 
Clean Water Act


08/24/2009 U.S. EPA, sister agencies celebrate $46.3 million Moreno Valley water treatment plant 
groundbreaking / Western Riverside County project financed in part by Recovery Act funds


08/21/2009 Former Operator of Sand, Gravel, Concrete and Asphalt Plant in Decorah, Iowa, Agrees to 
$43,082 Penalty for Water Violations


08/21/2009 Wamego Sand Company Agrees to $95,000 Civil Penalty for Violations of Clean Water Act at 
Manhattan, Kan., Plant


08/21/2009 Tyson Fresh Meats, Inc., to Pay More than $2 Million for Discharges at Dakota City, Neb., Meat 
Packing Plant
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Opinion > Community Commentaries 


COMMUNITY COMMENTARY: 
Flushing maintains quality 
By Vasken Yardemian 
Published: Last Updated Friday, August 21, 2009 10:12 PM PDT 


Regarding the Aug. 21 letter by Bruce Gibson, “Water district not exactly conserving,” he wrote that he observed Crescenta 
Valley Water District servicemen flushing the water main at a fire hydrant near his home. 
 
Your first thought may be that we are ignoring our own philosophy of conserving water. However, it is necessary to flush 
water mains in the system, particularly ones that are not “looped” or connected in such a way that water continually flows 
through these pipes. 
 
Although it may appear to waste water, fire hydrants flushing is a routine preventive maintenance program required to 
remove sediments that may have accumulated inside the distribution system. 
 
This is one of the methods used by the water districts to maintain a high water quality throughout the distribution system. 
 
Crescenta Valley Water District conducts thousands of water quality checks each year, and periodic flushing of the “dead 
end” lines that help to maintain good water quality in the system. 
 
The water district is very grateful to our customers who have undertaken conservation efforts this summer. 
 
The water use districtwide for June and July show a reduction of approximately 15% from summer 2008 and a 20% 
reduction from the five-year average. 
 
These savings will help the water district avoid penalties from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, and 
water saved this year will help ensure that there are sufficient reserves for the future. 
 
We thank our customers and ask that they keep up the effort to conserve water. 
 


 
 
 VASKEN YARDEMIAN is president of the Crescenta Valley Water District Board of Directors. 
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Lake Perris's recreational future on shaky footing 
 


 
10:22 PM PDT on Sunday, August 23, 2009 


By JIM MILLER 
Sacramento Bureau 


SACRAMENTO - On warm weekends, Lake Perris State Recreation Area is filled with people swimming, boating, 
fishing and otherwise enjoying themselves.  


Yet the fun in the sun at the Riverside County lake underlies a years-long dispute over allotting money to pay 
for recreation along the state's water-supply backbone.  


Lake Perris is the poster child for the multi-layered disagreement involving the state Department of Water 
Resources, the Legislature's nonpartisan fiscal analyst and water project contractors such as the Metropolitan 
Water District, which supplies water to much of the Inland area.  


How the dispute plays out could determine how -- and whether -- the cash-strapped state completes a costly 
project to strengthen the seismically weakened two-mile-long dam at Lake Perris.  


The outcome could mean that the days of swimming and boating at the lake, which draws some 1.5 million 
visitors a year, are numbered.  


"We know it's a very important resource to that part of the state," said Mark Andersen, chief of water project 
management at the Department of Water Resources. At some point, though, the state either has to finish the 
dam-strengthening project or drain the lake, he said.  


Story continues below 
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Ed Crisostomo / The Press-Enterprise 
People enjoy a day of boating on Lake Perris 


earlier this month. Swimming and boating draw 
1.5 million visitors a year to the Inland 


recreation area, which needs major work to 
make it earthquake safe.  
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The water resources department contends that the Legislature, encouraged by the legislative analyst's office, is 
starving it of money to pay recreation's share of expensive construction at Lake Perris and other parts of the 
50-year-old State Water Project.  


But in a report earlier this year, the legislative analyst's office concluded that the water resources department 
was overstating the recreational benefit of water-project construction.  


Water contractors that pay for the system's upkeep, meanwhile, contend that they're contributing far too much 
to projects that benefit swimmers and boaters more than their customers.  


"We don't think the state is doing what it should be doing to step up to its obligation," said Jeffrey Kightlinger, 
general manager of the Metropolitan Water District.  


Tail end  


Lake Perris is at the southernmost end of the State Water Project. Approved by voters in 1960, the project is 
California's main means to move water from Northern California to parts of the San Francisco Bay Area, the 
Central Valley and heavily populated Southern California.  


Today, the system supplies two-thirds of Californians with water. Fees from water-project customers pay for its 
upkeep and operational costs.  


A 1961 law said decision-makers also should take into account recreation and fish-and-wildlife habitat when 
planning water-project construction.  


Story continues below 


That law, the Davis-Dolwig Act, said a share of the expense should be allotted to the recreational benefit. 
Water contractors wouldn't pay for that. Instead, the law declared that it was the intent of the Legislature that 
state taxpayers would cover the cost, which has totaled almost a half-billion dollars since 1961.  


In March, though, the analyst's office reported that the Department of Water Resources had run up $155 
million in unpaid recreation benefit charges through 2006-07. Water contractors fronted that money and have 
not been paid back.  


In addition, the analyst office's report concluded that the department was overstating recreation's share of 
State Water Project costs. Little of that money actually pays for new recreational amenities, such as picnic 
tables, boat ramps and the like, the report said.  


In the case of Lake Perris, the water resources department has estimated the recreational benefit to be 7 
percent. The dam project has a 2008 cost estimate of $360 million, meaning recreation's share would be about 
$25.2 million.  


That is almost twice as much as last month's $14 million budget cut in parks funding, which has parks officials 
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planning to close about 100 parks.  


"The DWR is continuing to incur new recreation costs at SWP facilities without identifying a state funding source 
to pay for them or considering legislative priorities for spending or recreation programs," the office wrote.  


Water department officials criticize the report. They said the department has used the Davis-Dolwig law fairly.  


"We haven't fronted any contractor money. We haven't incurred any debt to contractors," Andersen said. 
"There is no debt that DWR is illegally assigning to the general fund."  


The state has to account for the recreational benefit of Lake Perris, Andersen added.  


"If the LAO had its way, the capital fix at Perris would have no recreation component and yet 1.5 million people 
are still visiting there," he said.  


Lake's fate  


For years, Lake Perris was about 110 feet deep and held 42 billion gallons of water.  


But in 2005, engineers at the California Department of Water Resources discovered that Lake Perris's earthen 
dam could collapse during an earthquake in the magnitude-7.5 range.  


In a worst-case scenario, a break would unleash 26 billion gallons of water across 30,000 acres of western 
Riverside County, from rural Lakeview to the Prado Dam near Corona.  


As a temporary fix, officials lowered the lake 25 feet, reducing the lake's volume by about 40 percent. That has 
reduced the number of boats allowed on the lake, from 450 to 250 at a time.  


Under the department's proposal, the Perris dam's weakened foundation would be fortified and strengthened by 
a new berm. Workers also would add an emergency channel to divert flood waters. The first phase of the dam 
project is scheduled to begin in January 2011.  


But water contractors have raised concerns about the project's huge cost. A contractor-commissioned study 
estimated that the project's recreational benefit was 50 to 75 percent -- far above the water resources 
department's 7 percent estimate.  


Water suppliers like MWD have weighed finding other sources. Building a new facility to store the same amount 
of water as Lake Perris would cost only $65 million, according to one contractor's estimate quoted in the 
legislative analyst's report, and without the human activity that makes Lake Perris water more difficult to treat. 


Kightlinger said a final decision has not been made. "It's a thorny issue for all," he said.  


Reach Jim Miller at 916-45-9973 or jmiller@PE.com  


DAVIS-DOLWIG ACT  


The 1961 law declared that it is the intent of the Legislature that State Water Project facilities be built "in a 
manner consistent with the full utilization of their potential for the enhancement of fish and wildlife and to 
meet recreational needs."  
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Officials say progress at Lake Elsinore 
overshadowed by fish die-offs 
 


 
06:44 PM PDT on Friday, August 21, 2009 


By AARON BURGIN 
The Press-Enterprise 


Dominique Gagnon, a wake boarder from Orange County, hits Lake Elsinore every weekend.  


It's the closest suitable body of water. But she's still disgusted by the thought of that first plunge into the water 
on Sunday, when she found herself floating among millions of dead minnows.  


"This is a sight that won't get out of my mind," Gagnon said.  


Story continues below 


The lake's first two major fish die-offs since 2002 have put officials charged with weaning Lake Elsinore back to 
health where they were years ago: How to keep visitors like Gagnon from bolting from the lake for good.  


They say the plan drawn up years ago and the millions spent keeping the lake healthy are working, as are the 
dollars they have spent marketing the location.  


City officials deny the latest rumor: that one of the five fans that mixes the lake water and keeps it oxygenated 
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was turned off to save power costs. They did say that with the current water level, one of the stations is turned 
off because it is ineffective.  


"A lot of work has been done to make people aware of the benefits of the lake," said Mark Norton, an engineer 
with the Lake Elsinore and San Jacinto Watersheds Authority. That agency, formed in 2000, has spent $15 
million in water bond money to clean up Southern California's largest naturally occurring lake and the 735-
square-mile watershed that feeds it.  


Projects have focused on keeping the lake levels from rising and falling and managing certain fish species.  


To prevent the fish kills would require more expensive measures, such as making the lake deeper or infusing it 
with pure oxygen, which would cost $70 million and $18 million respectively, they say.  


"We knew we only had $15 million, so we did the most cost-effective projects that had proven to be effective in 
other lakes," Norton said. "Was it money well spent? Yes, indeed."  


After seven years without a major fish die-off, officials felt this summer was Lake Elsinore's coming-out party.  


The city spent $11,000 for a contract with TV fishing personality Ronnie Kovach to produce a show touting the 
lake's comeback. The show is scheduled to run six times this year. A popular fishing magazine also touted the 
lake's success story.  


And then, within three weeks, millions of fish died, evoking images of Lake Elsinore of yesteryear. Some 
anglers and visitors vowed never to return to the lake.  


Officials with the City of Lake Elsinore, Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District and the Watersheds Authority 
have been quick to assert that the most recent incident, which killed more than 10 million small threadfin shad, 
probably did more good for the lake than anything.  


The shad, whose population had exploded to nearly 30 million in recent years, are primary culprits in previous 
fish kills and algae blooms because they eat the zooplankton which feed on the algae growth.  


Less zooplankton means more algae, which means less oxygen for fish, which results in fish dying.  


Norton likened the death to a wildfire that purges a forest of dead trees and overgrowth.  


"People are upset that the fires occur, but it is also a natural process," Norton said. "The fish die-offs, while 
unpleasant, bring the lake back into balance."  


Both fish kills were followed by quick cleanups, officials also emphasize. Most of the fish in the most recent 
incident were off of the lake by Wednesday, and campgrounds, beaches and the boat launches remained open, 
Lake Elsinore Mayor Bob Magee said.  


Magee said that convincing people that the lake is healthy and still a viable tourist option will be difficult 
because of the media attention given to the fish kills.  


"The public doesn't see the fact that a near 50 percent reduction in a bait fish is a good thing," Magee said. 
"What the public sees is that picture of the 7 or 8-year-old girl with a stick, poking at a big, dead fish."  


Still, some visitors, like Gagnon, believe the city needs to address the problem, or it will lose visitors.  


"There has to be a change with this lake or that city is going to go under," Gagnon said.  


Staff writer John Hill contributed to this report.  


Reach Aaron Burgin at 951-375-3733 or aburgin@PE.com  
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