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The LA Times today reports on a proliferation of Asian clams in Lake 
Tahoe. The clams have been around for seven years, at least; it's in the 
last couple that they're really taking off. Some scientists fear they will make 
the lake more hospitable to other invasives, like the quagga and zebra 
mussels that are all over the Great Lakes, much of the west, and even in 
the Colorado River system.  


A couple of years ago, I did a three part series on aquatic invasive species 
in southern California.  


Here's one of our invaders:  


Quagga mussels sampled from Metropolitan Water District facility near the 
California-Nevada border. Full grown, they'll be thumbnail size; at this 
point, they're like really swollen poppy seeds. MWD reports success with 
its efforts to control quaggas. But their spread remains a concern. I was in 
the eastern Sierra several times so far this year, and saw inspection 
stations for quaggas, and boats with inspection stickers as the state now 
requires. Still, all it takes is one pair of waders, one boat, one person. In 
the sea, one piece of plastic trash that cut loose from the gyre and lands 
where it didn't come from.  


The Tahoe story is interesting because we're seeing the marine invasive 
problems of the San Francisco Bay Area - meeting with the fears of the 
marine invasive fears of southern California. It's also interesting because 
it's very difficult to get anyone to care about invasives unless they might 
cost someone money. Here I'm not just talking about my cantankerous 
editor Nick Roman. 


Since I reported that series, the state's stepped up efforts to help local 
authorities find grant money - particularly for invasive plants, insofar as 
they impact agriculture. Discussions about potentially national or 
international marine issues like ballast water management are underway. 
But so's the financial apocalypse. And health care. And. And. And.  


Still, the state did announce an Invasive Species Council at the Tulare 
World Ag Expo this year. 5 Agency heads are on it; their goal is to get stuff 
done without duplicating efforts and wasting what money they have. We'll 
watch and see if it goes anywhere.  
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STAFF PICK 
Pamela Gurstein 
Stanley's Restaurant 
13817 Ventura Boulevard, Sherman Oaks 


Whenever asked what is a really good restaurant in 
the valley, I always say "Stanley's." I have been 
going there since the time they opened, which is 
about 25 years. When they first started they were 
known for their Chinese Chicken Salad, but grew 
relatively fast to have a menu that has everything on 
it, and is very reasonably priced. The portions are 
huge and you will never walk out of there hungry. 


There is something there for everyone. The service 
is as good as their food. The ambience of the whole 
restaurant is very relaxing and the art work on the 
walls, which is forever changing, is incredible. I am a 
fan for life! Try it, you'll like it! 
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latimes.com 
California moves toward stringent chromium 6 standard for drinking 
water 


Proposed goal of 0.06 part per billion could force costly treatment on providers that get water from 
the heavy-metal-contaminated San Fernando Valley aquifer, including L.A., Burbank and 
Glendale. 


By Bettina Boxall 


August 21, 2009 


California took the first step Thursday toward setting a drinking water 
standard for chromium 6 that could force cities and water districts to 
undertake costly treatment. 
 
Also known as hexavalent chromium, the heavy metal is one of a 
number of industrial contaminants in the San Fernando Valley aquifer, a 
source of drinking water for Los Angeles, Burbank and Glendale. 
 
The communities now cut chromium levels by blending local 
groundwater with imported supplies. But the target concentrations 
proposed by the state are so low that sophisticated treatment would be 
necessary to meet them. 
 
"We'd have to treat for it or we can't use the groundwater," said Bill 
Mace, an assistant general manager at Burbank Water and Power, which 
gets 40% to 50% of its supplies from the valley aquifer. 
 
Mace called the draft public health goal "shockingly low." 
 
Released by the state Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, the goal will be used to set a state standard 
for chromium 6. But that process will probably take several more years and "it's possible the eventual standard would 
be higher," said Sam Delson, deputy director for external and legislative affairs. 
 
It would be the first drinking water standard for chromium 6 in the country. 
 
About 18% of the public drinking water sources in California have chromium 6 levels above 1 part per billion. The 
proposed public health goal is 0.06 part per billion. 
 
"We do want to stress it's a goal," Delson said. The health threats of inhaling chromium 6 are well known. Research has 
found lung and gastrointestinal cancers in people who breathed it on the job. But whether it is carcinogenic in drinking 
water has been the subject of controversy, since some of it is converted to chromium 3 in the digestive system. 
 
The health office cited a 2007 National Toxicology Program study that found a significant number of tumors in rats and 
mice that drank water laced with chromium 6. 
 
Peter Kavounas, assistant general manager at Glendale Water & Power, said even if the standard eventually adopted is 
higher than the 0.06 goal, treatment will be necessary. 
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"I'm not uncomfortable with the goal," he said.Glendale draws about 25% of its water from the valley aquifer and is
testing two treatment techniques to remove chromium 6. 
 
Dr. Pankaj Parekh, director of water quality for the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, said he was 
"confident that whatever drinking water standard is ultimately set, we will be able to meet it." 
 
The San Fernando Valley aquifer is a federal Superfund site, and the industries that polluted the groundwater have paid 
for ongoing treatment of other contaminants. 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has begun the process of identifying companies responsible for the 
chromium contamination. 
 
bettina.boxall@latimes.com 


Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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SOUTH DATEBOOK 8/21/2009 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Thursday, August 20, 2009 


TODAY 


PERRIS 


A blood drive and bone marrow screening is set from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. today at Eastern Municipal Water 
District, 2270 Trumble Road. 1-800-879-4484. 


TEMECULA 


"Jake's Women," a Neil Simon comedic drama, is set for 7 p.m. today and Saturday at Vista Murrieta High 
School Black Box Theater, 28251 Clinton Keith Road. Proceed from the event will benefit the high school's 
drama department. Tickets are $5, available at the door or by calling 951-894-5750. 


SATURDAY 


LAKE ELSINORE 


The Lake Elsinore Branch of the NAACP meeting is set for 11 a.m. Saturday in the community room of the 
Lake Elsinore Library, 600 W. Graham Ave. Riverside County Sherriff Stanley Sniff will be the guest speaker. 
www.lakeelsinorenaacp.org 


Voter registration and precinct information training presented by the Lake Elsinore Democratic Club is 
set from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Illusions Room at the Trevi Entertainment Center, 32250 Mission Trail. Cost is $25. 
Registration: 951-471-1516, 951-526-6970. 


NUEVO 


A block party is set from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at Primera Iglesia Bautista de Lakeview church, 31197 E. 
Lakeview Ave. There will be food, games and demonstrations from the Nuevo Fire Department. 951-219-
1028. 


TEMECULA 


"Seven Brides for Seven Brothers," presented by the Temecula Valley Players, is set for 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
and 2 p.m. Sunday at the Temecula Community Theater, 42051 Main St. Tickets are $20 to $28. 1-866-653-
8696. 


SUNDAY 


TEMECULA 


Classics at the Merc will feature a piano trio at 3 p.m. Sunday at the Temecula Community Theater, 42051 
Main St. Tickets are $10 for general admission, $5 for students. 1-866-653-8696. 
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For recovery, add water 
FUTURE: Conference attendees say a greater emphasis needs to be placed on conserving what we 
have and finding new sources. 
 
 


 
07:00 PM PDT on Thursday, August 20, 2009 


By LOU HIRSH 
The Press-Enterprise 


A cool drink of water may not seem connected to economic recovery, but experts at a Thursday conference say 
Inland Southern California's future is at risk if leaders don't realize the two are inseparable.  


Meeting at the third annual San Bernardino County Water Conference in Ontario, leaders from government, 
utilities and the construction industry agreed the Inland region is at the heart of a problem that is only getting 
worse for Western states.  


Rapid housing growth has increasingly stressed water supplies that are dwindling amid the one of the most 
serious droughts in California history.  


"We're seeing the consequences of the past 100 years on the water supply," said Brian Thomas, assistant 
general manager of the Metropolitan Water District, speaking Thursday to a crowd of 450 at the Ontario 
Convention Center.  


The conference was sponsored by the Baldy View Chapter of the Building Industry Association of Southern 
California.  


San Bernardino County Supervisor Josie Gonzales said the water crisis is a threat to sustaining a long-term 
economic recovery for the Inland region, since new homes and businesses will need access to water.  


On the plus side, she said the national focus now being placed on environmentally friendly technology could 
extend to the area of water conservation, helping to create local "green" jobs.  


Obtaining new water supplies to supplement already strained Southland resources -- most of it now comes 
from the Colorado River and the Sacramento Bay Delta in Northern California -- remains a slow and difficult 
process.  


So, much of the focus is now on conservation. Kurt Rahn, landscape and recreation director for Professional 
Community Management, said the company has focused on water-efficient irrigation systems and low-flow 
plumbing fixtures in the housing developments it builds and operates.  


However, experts said the bigger challenge is getting owners of older existing homes to conserve, especially 
when it comes to watering lawns.  


The Inland area is increasingly seeing conservation and pricing programs like those successfully deployed in 
places such as Las Vegas for the past several years.  
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Scott Weldy, general manager of the Apple Valley Ranchos Water Company, said Apple Valley and other 
communities in northern San Bernardino County are getting good response from "Cash for Grass" programs, 
which reward homeowners who reduce turf areas and convert their lawns to require less water.  


He said tiered water rates -- which rise with usage -- are also catching on.  


Other experts said progress won't accelerate until national leaders give water conservation the same urgency -- 
and incentive funding -- of programs aimed at saving gas, oil and electricity.  


"What about water?" said Tim Piasky, chief operating officer for Victory Homes. "I don't hear anything about 
water at the federal level."  


Reach Lou Hirsh at 951-368-9559 or lhirsh@PE.com.  
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Lawmakers clash over water legislation 
Republicans want infrastructure bond; Dems say governance must come first  


By WES SANDER  


Capital Press  


SACRAMENTO -- While they agreed on a need for bipartisan action, California lawmakers sparred Tuesday, Aug. 18, 
over the immediate need for a water-infrastructure bond in a package of bills currently at the top of the legislature's 
agenda.  


In the first of several hearings addressing the bills, Democrats and Republicans struck a mostly civil tone. But 
Republicans expressed frustration, sometimes heatedly, over whether the bills should include a bond to pay for 
infrastructure upgrades to the state's decades-old conveyance system.  


Tuesday's informational hearing focused on five bills that address challenges surrounding the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta. The bills address agricultural and urban water efficiency and creation of a management plan and governance 
structure for the Delta.  


A bicameral conference committee will consider the package before the year's legislative session ends on Sept. 11. 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has said he wants a comprehensive bill package approved by year's end, but criticized the 
current effort as incomplete.  


While Republican committee members decried the lack of a bond provision, the bills' Democratic authors contended 
that governance is the Delta's most pressing concern.  


"Governing agencies in the Delta -- and there's more than 200 of them with some role or another -- have failed to 
resolve this crisis, in part because no one is in charge," said Assemblyman Jared Huffman, D-San Rafael, who chairs 
the Assembly Committee on Water, Parks and Wildlife. "And rather than avoiding or leading us out of the crisis, some 
of them have actually made matters worse. They've fought over the Delta in interagency bureaucratic battles, in court 
and in the legislature.  


"Right now there's no public forum where environmental groups and other interests can bring their concerns," Huffman 
said. "Right now there is no entity charged with balancing the conflicting goals in the Delta and the needs of Delta 
communities."  


Senate Republican leader Dennis Hollingsworth, R-Murrieta, criticized the bills' focus on governance.  


"This (legislation) is trying to take one aspect of (water management) and push that completely forward, to the 
detriment of the entire rest of California's interest in this area," Hollingsworth said. "Quite frankly I'm disappointed that 
we've spent so many months and only gotten to this point."  


In a letter sent Monday, Aug. 17, to legislative leaders, Schwarzenegger vowed to veto any bill package lacking an 
infrastructure bond.  


"I cannot sign a comprehensive water package if it fails to include a water infrastructure bond that expands our water 
storage capacity -- both surface storage and groundwater," Schwarzenegger said in the letter. "I believe we could 
resolve any remaining differences in an hour, and I will not sign a water bill without the infrastructure necessary to 
improve supply reliability."  


Sen. Dave Cogdill, R-Modesto, vice chair of the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee, expressed frustration 
over missed chances at approving a water bond in recent years. 
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"All we continue to do is talk, and meet, and submit bills, and argue over them and get absolutely nowhere," Cogdill 
said. "And the problem isn't going away, it's not on hold. And today, as we speak, there are people in this state who are 
suffering because of our inefficient and inadequate water system."  


Huffman said Democratic leadership had decided that laying out a new governance structure is a necessary first step.  


"I think everybody has been clear from the beginning that there is an investment need that needs to be coupled 
eventually with these policy decisions," he said. "But I think we're here today to talk about the policy piece, and I think 
those issues can move together on a complementary schedule."  


Staff writer Wes Sander is based in Sacramento. E-mail: wsander@capitalpress.com.
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Mercury-tainted fish found widely in U.S. 
streams 
Thu Aug 20, 2009 3:17pm EDT 


By Steve Gorman 


LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - Scientists have detected mercury contamination 
in every one of hundreds of fish sampled from 291 freshwater streams, 
according to a U.S. government study released on Wednesday. 


More than a quarter of those fish contained concentrations of mercury 
exceeding levels set by the Environmental Protection Agency for the 
protection of people who eat average amounts of fish, the U.S. Geological 
Survey report said. 


More than two-thirds exceeded the EPA-set level of concern for fish-eating 
mammals. 


"This study shows just how widespread mercury pollution has become in our 
air, watersheds, and many of our fish in freshwater streams," Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar said in a statement. The USGS is part of the Interior 
Department. 


The neurotoxin enters the environment chiefly as an air pollutant spewed into 
the atmosphere by industrial emissions, then falls back to the surface in 
precipitation and particulate matter carried over long distances. 


The main source of atmospheric mercury, according to the EPA, is coal-fired 
power plants. 


Conducted from 1998 through 2005, the USGS study is the first 
comprehensive survey of mercury contamination in the water, sediments and 
fish of rivers and creeks throughout the United States. 


Most previous studies have focused on lakes, reservoirs and wetlands. 
Mercury contamination in ocean species such as tuna has also received 
widespread attention. 


"BLACKWATER STREAMS" 


Some of the highest levels of mercury in the latest study were found in the 
coastal "blackwater" streams of North and South Carolina, Georgia, Florida 
and Louisiana -- relatively undeveloped areas marked by abundant pine 
forests and wooded wetlands. 


USGS hydrologist Barbara Scudder said those characteristics somehow 
enhance the conversion of mercury from its inorganic form in the atmosphere 
to a more toxic organic form, methylmercury, which accounts for at least 95 
percent of the mercury found in fish. 


"Just as there are members of the human population, such as children and 
developing babies, that are sensitive to the mercury that they get, there are 
some ecosystems that are also more susceptible to producing 
methylmercury," she said. 
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High concentrations also were found in some streams in the West fed by 
areas where mining had taken place, Scudder said. 


As with many pollutants, mercury concentrates as it moves up the food chain, 
from algae, to insects to small fish and larger predators. The main source of 
mercury poisoning in humans is from eating fish and shellfish. 


Scudder said researchers typically sampled about five fish from each of the 
291 streams surveyed. They focused on bigger species such as largemouth 
bass because they are at the top of the in-stream food chain. 


She suggested that people concerned about mercury contamination in 
stream-caught fish should eat more of the smaller pan species, such as 
perch, bluegill or crappie. 


The EPA said this year that it intends to issue new rules under the Clean Air 
Act to control air emissions of mercury from coal-fired power plants. 


(Editing by Xavier Briand) 


© Thomson Reuters 2009. All rights reserved. Users may download and print extracts of content 
from this website for their own personal and non-commercial use only. Republication or 
redistribution of Thomson Reuters content, including by framing or similar means, is expressly 
prohibited without the prior written consent of Thomson Reuters. Thomson Reuters and its logo are 
registered trademarks or trademarks of the Thomson Reuters group of companies around the world. 


Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook which requires fair presentation and disclosure 
of relevant interests. 
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Tiny invasive clams burgeon in Lake Tahoe 


A UC Davis report says the population of Asian clams has soared in the southeast portion of the lake, 
threatening to hog food sources and excrete nutrients that foster algae growth. 


By Amy Littlefield 


August 19, 2009 


Lake Tahoe is under siege by clams the size of your thumbnail. 
 
The population of the coffee-colored Asian clams has soared in the southeast portion 
of the lake, threatening to hog food sources and excrete nutrients that foster algae 
growth, according to an annual Lake Tahoe report by UC Davis researchers. 
 
Scientists worry that calcium in the clams' shells could make the lake more 
hospitable to invasion by quagga or zebra mussels, which cluster onto boats and 
anything else that rests in the water. Although the mussels have not been sighted at 
Tahoe, authorities at other lakes have spent millions of dollars trying to control 
them. 
 
"In a lake like Tahoe where a lot money and a lot of effort is being put into 
maintaining its pristine nature, the introduction or the threat of invasive species 
really pulls us away from that pristine condition," said John Reuter, associate 
director of UC Davis' Tahoe Environmental Research Center, which released Tuesday's "Tahoe: State of the Lake Report." 
 
No one is certain how the Asian clam first arrived at Lake Tahoe, whose famed clear waters lie at the center of a multimillion-
dollar tourism economy. Some authorities say that fishermen used the clams as bait and that surviving clams took root on the lake's 
bottom, where they released tiny offspring that were carried by water currents to other parts of the lake. 
 
Visitors first noticed the white, partially oxidized shells on the shore seven years ago. 
 
"We've been aware of the Asian clam problem in Tahoe since 2002, and it's been just the past couple of years that it appears these 
clams have proliferated fairly rapidly," said Dennis Oliver, a spokesman for the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, a bi-state 
agency that has spent more than $1 billion in federal, state, local and private money on restoration efforts at the lake. 
 
Investigations are underway to determine whether the clams have moved from southeast areas such as Marla Bay to other parts of 
the lake. A small population has been found near Emerald Bay, along the southwest shore. 
 
Authorities are testing removal methods such as suctioning out the clams and covering their beds in plastic to smother them. 
Environmentalists have called for increased inspections of boats to make sure quagga and zebra mussels don't get in. 
 
"We think the time has come for additional measures to protect the lake," said Rochelle Nason, executive director of the League to 
Save Lake Tahoe. "Specifically, we need to start examining boats as they enter the basin, before they make it to the shoreline. The 
day may come when Tahoe must be closed to traveling boats."  
 
amy.littlefield@latimes.com 
 
Copyright © 2009, The Los Angeles Times 
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'Water buffaloes' got it all wrong 


Supporters of water development think the fight is between farmers and fish. It's not nearly that 
simple. 


George Skelton 


Capitol Journal 


August 20, 2009 


From Sacramento 


The "water buffaloes" like to frame their fight as farmers vs. fish. It is 
not. It's about farmers and fishermen. 
 
A California water buffalo is someone who instinctively battles to 
develop water -- so named, I'm told, after the beast that reputedly can 
smell water from 200 miles away. 
 
The fight isn't necessarily about "versus" either because farmers and 
fishermen often are in the same boat, dry-docked for lack of water. 
 
Up and down the San Joaquin Valley, farm fields have been fallowed 
and field hands can't find work because there isn't enough water to 
irrigate crops. 
 
"I represent communities that are threatened to be blown away like 
tumbleweeds," Assemblyman Juan Arambula (I-Fresno) complained at a legislative water hearing Tuesday. 
 
Along California's central and northern coasts, salmon season has been closed for the second straight year because, in 
large part, water conditions have become so mucked up in the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta that baby fish can't 
survive before heading to sea. 
 
Commercial fishermen and their crews can't work. Recreational anglers can't fish, hurting charter boat owners. 
 
"The delta is a black hole" for salmon, legislators were told by Zeke Grader, executive director of the Pacific Coast 
Federation of Fishermen's Assns. 
 
The Sacramento-San Joaquin river system -- encompassing California's Central Valley -- historically has been the 
second-largest salmon producer on the West Coast, second only to the Columbia River. And Columbia salmon tend to 
migrate north to British Columbia and Alaska. Salmon that make it through the delta and out the Golden Gate have 
supplied 90% of the catch off California, and 50% off Oregon. 
 
The delta also is the largest estuary on the West Coast of America, north and south, Grader said in an interview. 
 
"Estuaries are places where salmon gain strength before going to sea," he continued. "We've been seeing salmon 
actually losing weight in the delta. They become weakened, get lost because of [reverse river] flows, become entrained 
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in pumps or wind up in forebays where they're easy prey to predator fish."
 
What Grader describes is pretty much the fault of water management in the delta during the past half-century -- 
something all sides currently are trying to fix. 
 
In 1950, more than 1 million chinook salmon -- also called king salmon -- returned during the fall to spawn in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin system. Last fall, only 66,000 returned. 
 
There also have been some good spawning runs -- notably in 2002, after a few wet winters, when 880,000 salmon 
showed up. But generally, there has been a gradual decline in Central Valley salmon over the last 60 years. 
 
Blame construction of dams that blocked access to ancestral spawning streams and the introduction of giant fish-
chomping delta pumps that reverse river flows while diverting water south to irrigate San Joaquin Valley fields and fill 
Southern California reservoirs. Pour in a toxic brew of pesticide runoff from farm fields and inadequately treated waste 
water from cities such as Sacramento and you've got a fish death trap. 
 
So it's not just about cotton, cherries and citrus. It's about chinooks. Also huge sturgeon and striped bass. They've 
gotten sick on delta water too. 
 
Some water buffaloes belittle the striped bass because they're not a native species. But they've lived in the delta for 130 
years, which makes them a native by California standards. And let's not even get into which crops are native to 
California. 
 
And, oh yes, there's the pesky delta smelt -- called the "canary in the coal mine," or, more aptly, "black hole" -- that 
water buffaloes love to hate. 
 
The tiny fish is officially listed as endangered. So federal courts have cut back on delta water exports to save the critter. 
That has San Joaquin Valley farmers and farm workers marching and protesting during this third year of drought. 
They've found a sympathetic listener in the governor's office. 
 
"We have to go to the federal government and get this judge off our backs so that we can open the pumps and give 
water to the farmers," Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger told me in April. "If I have a choice between the fish and the 
farmer, I choose the farmer. I choose the food that feeds the world." 
 
As if salmon weren't worth eating. 
 
Schwarzenegger sounded like a buffalo again on Tuesday when he denounced federal judges who "make decisions 
based on what's best for the fish rather than what's best for people." 
 
Fishermen aren't people, presumably, in the governor's definition. 
 
But fishermen these days bear a striking resemblance to fallowing farmers -- as delta salmon go the way of smelt. 
 
Schwarzenegger talked about fish vs. people as he vowed not to sign any delta-fix legislation that doesn't include bonds 
for dams. The governor has lobbied unsuccessfully in recent years for a water bond issue of roughly $10 billion. 
 
Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento) told me he could perhaps support a water bond in the $3-
billion to $4-billion range. 
 
Democrats have proposed a legislative package that, among other things, would create a powerful, independent council 
to decide how to repair and replumb the delta, making it more fish-friendly and more reliable as a water deliverer. 
 
The delta is now dangerously vulnerable to floods or an earthquake that could topple levees, cutting off drinking water 
for 24 million people and irrigation for 3 million acres. 
 
If that catastrophe occurs, you'll see the return of the fish -- but an estimated $40 billion loss to the California economy, 
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buffaloes included. 
 
george.skelton@latimes.com 
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10:00 PM PDT on Thursday, August 20, 2009 


California does not need another year of stalemate on water policy. The Legislature should not let old ideological battles again block 
progress on the primary water challenge facing the state: ensuring a reliable supply for the future. 


That task entails addressing the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta first, to secure continued water exports from Northern California. All other 
water issues are secondary. And the best option for protecting water supplies is to channel exports around the delta instead of through the 
estuary. 


But the Legislature also needs to avoid another political impasse over new dams and reservoirs -- an issue which has stymied progress on 
water policy for years. The governor this week demanded that money for new dams be part of the water legislation, an approach 
Democrats oppose. But the governor should set that issue aside for now; California does not have the time for more knee-jerk quarrels over 
policy while its water system deteriorates. 


Democratic legislators introduced a package of bills last month aimed at addressing the state's water needs. The legislation, which had its 
first hearing this week, would create a new delta oversight council, mandate increased conservation, expand monitoring of water usage and 
build new protections for the delta. 


Just how a large share of that legislation would work remains unclear, but the issue is vital for California. Water from the state's northern 
regions serves two-thirds of the state's population and irrigates millions of acres of agriculture. But that water now flows through the delta, 
which is facing environmental collapse. A 2007 federal court ruling slashed water exports from the delta to protect an endangered fish, 
leaving the state without a vital water source as it faced a persistent drought. 


The effect on the state has been substantial. Five San Joaquin Valley counties reported last month that their agricultural losses from the 
water shortage could reach $1.4 billion. Many water agencies have raised rates and started rationing. But the delta's environmental woes 
also have a cost: The state's salmon industry has shut down for two years running, causing losses exceeding $500 million for that period. 


The state should start by finding a way to channel water around the delta, which would keep the much-needed supplies flowing south. And 
that step would let the state address the environmental needs without those steps affecting water exports. Preserving the status quo is not a 
realistic option; neither is cutting off water exports to the rest of the state. 


And while California may well need more dams and reservoirs, as the governor argues, that is a discussion for later. Changing precipitation 
patterns will require the state to catch and store more winter rains in the future. But the projects the governor supports have not even 
completed feasibility and environmental reports yet. And new reservoirs will accomplish little if the state has no way to get the water to the 
rest of California. 


The delta's troubles and their effect on water supplies are the crucial issues. The Legislature should resolve those questions first, and not 
dive into another futile political standoff. 
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