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Hikes needed because of drought, need for sewer renovations 


ESCONDIDO: City increases water, sewer rates despite protests  
DAVID GARRICK - dgarrick@nctimes.com | Posted: Monday, August 17, 2009 5:50 pm 


Despite objections from coin-operated laundries and residents, Escondido officials will hike water rates by 8 percent on Sept. 1 and increase sewer 
rates by 5 percent on Jan. 1. 


The higher rates, which city officials blamed on the California drought and infrastructure problems at Escondido's sewer treatment plant, will 
increase the monthly bill for a typical family by $3.28. 


But excessive users could face much larger increases because of penalties under a conservation policy implemented in February, city officials said. 


Meanwhile, the city has agreed to help reduce greenhouse gases by allowing the methane emitted from its sewer treatment plant to be converted into 
natural gas as part of a pilot project with San Diego Gas & Electric. If the project is successful, it could be adopted across the state, city officials 
said. 


Also, the city is slated to receive $3.25 million in federal stimulus money to replace thousands of feet of water pipe in the Alexander area, a roughly 
4-square-mile zone centered at Felicita Road and Citracado Parkway. The project would create a few dozen jobs for the city. 


Before City Council members adopted the water and sewer rate hikes last week, they expressed frustration. 


But they explained to angry residents and business owners that they were simply passing on rate hikes from the County Water Authority and the 
Metropolitan Water District, which provide about 70 percent of the city's water. The other 30 percent comes from the Lake Wohlford reservoir. 


Mayor Lori Holt Pfeiler said it was important to note that the city was only passing on about half of the rate hikes by the water agencies, explaining 
that the county recently raised rates by 15.4 percent and that Metropolitan officials approved a 17.5 percent hike. 


Residents still complained about confusing bills, unfair treatment and some unintended consequences of the city's conservation policies. 


Vivian Doering from the Escondido Woman's Club said being classified as a restaurant has spiked monthly bills at the club from $61 to $235 in just 
three months. 


Roseanne Lindsay, a resident of the elaborately landscaped Hidden Trails neighborhood, said residents are confused by the new city penalties for 
excessive water use. 


Bernard Rubin, who operates a coin laundry in the Vons Plaza at Felicita Avenue and Centre City Parkway, said city policies regarding laundry 
facilities were unfair and misguided. 


He contends that such businesses do not increase water usage because their customers are using less water at home by washing their clothes 
elsewhere. Rubin also explained that commercial washers are far more efficient that most home washers, meaning that coin laundries actually help 
the city conserve water. 


And Dan Moriarty, who lives in a mobile-home park, said the thousands of Escondido residents living in such parks have no incentive to conserve 
because they pay a flat fee for water instead getting a bill based on usage. 


The council also increased water rates for agricultural users, which make up only 224 of the city's 26,000 water customers. But they use about 34 
percent of the water. Agricultural rates will go up 8 percent in February. 


Call staff writer David Garrick at 760-740-5468. 


The North County Times - Californian


Page 1 of 1ESCONDIDO: City increases water, sewer rates despite protests


8/18/2009http://www.nctimes.com/news/local/escondido/article_a6e99e68-e0d0-59dd-9436-d3ffb05c1217.html?pri...








Pension peril 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Monday, August 17, 2009 


California should require no additional warning about the rising expense of public employee pensions. When the chief actuary for the 
state's largest public retirement fund warns of unaffordable costs, even the Legislature should recognize the need to change the system. 


The same economic downturn that hammered public budgets in California also slammed pension funds, with potentially dire consequences 
for public budgets. The California Public Employees Retirement System reported that its investment fund lost $56 billion in the fiscal year 
that ended June 30. The fund now contains about $181 billion, but the drop of more than 23 percent was the worst single-year decline in 
CalPERS' history. 


Nor is that picture likely to improve soon. At a seminar on public retirement issues this month, CalPERS chief actuary Ron Seeling said 
that that the state faced "unsustainable" public pension costs. Public agencies will struggle with unaffordably steep increases in required 
pension contributions unless the state finds a different approach, he warned. 


Californians paying more in taxes for reduced public services might wonder just why public employees should have a pension system that 
is far more generous than anything private-sector workers can expect. 


State legislators and local elected officials hold the answer to that question. The slumping economy has hurt pension funds, certainly, but 
the financial bleeding from retirement costs is largely a self-inflicted wound. Legislators in 1999 boosted pension benefits under the 
mistaken impression that high-flying investments would pay the entire cost. Cities and counties soon matched the state's largesse. 


Instead, retirement outlays jumped. Ten years ago, the state's annual contribution for pension costs was $159 million; this fiscal year the 
tab will surpass $3 billion. And that number will only increase in coming years. The picture is much the same in cities, counties and other 
public agencies. 


But state and local elected officials can stop the fiscal drain. California could, as Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger proposes, roll back public 
pension benefits to pre-1999 levels, trimming the size of pensions workers can accumulate and raising the retirement age closer to private-
sector levels. Public agencies could also curb costs by asking workers to contribute more toward their own retirement. Even then, public 
employees would still have retirement plans far surpassing most private benefits. 


Those steps would only apply to new hires, not existing workers, so taxpayers would not see savings immediately. But cutting future costs 
is not wasted effort: The state's legislative analyst reported last week that the state's general fund faced long-term unfunded liabilities of 
more than $100 billion for pensions and benefits to public retirees. 


Complacent state legislators and local officials let public retirement costs inflate, and now need to bring them back under control. And that 
task inevitably requires changes to the pension system; postponing action while public costs grow unsustainably is not a realistic strategy. 
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Water district's work-in-progress building has 
myriad methods of maximizing efficiency of 
resources 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Monday, August 17, 2009 


By JANET ZIMMERMAN 
The Press-Enterprise 


An Inland water district aiming to make its new offices ultra water thrifty went much further, turning it into a 
demonstration building to showcase the latest techniques for energy efficiency and use of sustainable 
materials. 


The soon-to-be-completed Frontier Project by the Cucamonga Valley Water District includes a "green" roof with 
plants on top, a cooling tower and solar chimneys for natural ventilation, cisterns to collect rainwater, and 
outside shade from recycled redwood once used at a local winery. 


"We wanted to put in anything and everything, to show there are a lot of options," said Kristeen Ramirez, 
spokeswoman for the Rancho Cucamonga utility. "There seems to be this notion that to go green you have to 
have a lot of money. But there's so many things people can do," including compact fluorescent light bulbs, 
energy-efficient appliances, solar power and water-thrifty toilets. 


The $14 million Frontier Project goes well beyond what most people are doing at home, however. Fund-raising 
generated more than $9 million, and the rest is covered by ratepayers. 


Construction is scheduled to finish early next month, and the grand opening is set for Nov. 7, Ramirez said. 


The Frontier Project Foundation, a nonprofit that includes the district's board members and several other 
people, sought input from 25 to 30 industry experts who suggested ways to make the building most efficient. 
Their ideas go right down to the way the 14,000-square-foot building is oriented on the lot. 


Story continues below
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Among the features: 


The building's entire northeast wall is made of glass to maximize natural light. There are few windows on the 
south and west, to reduce passive heating from the afternoon sun. The walls are made of Styrofoam forms 
filled with poured concrete for insulation. 


Story continues below


Though the building will contain traditional heating and air-conditioning systems, ventilation will come largely 
from two solar chimneys on each end and a cooling tower in the middle to circulate air through the space using 
natural convection. 


The cooling tower harnesses air from the prevailing winds and cools it with water misters. The cool air is drawn 
into the space as air from the solar chimneys is heated and forced outside. 


Story continues below


A section of roof will be covered with native plants to reduce heat gain; it also will capture rainwater that will 
be channeled to an underground cistern. Green roofs, which include several layers of waterproofing and a root 
barrier, can reduce heating and cooling costs by 10 to 30 percent, according to Rand Engineering and 
Architecture in New York. 


Rooftop photovoltaic panels will provide about 30 percent of the energy needed to power the building. Other 


Stan Lim / The Press-Enterprise
Construction on the Cucamonga Valley Water District's Frontier Project is to end early 


next month, with a grand opening in early November.  


Stan Lim / The Press-Enterprise
Ernesto Gonzalez, with ASF Millworks and Design Inc., works on kitchen cabinets made 


out of bamboo at the Cucamonga Valley Water District's Frontier Project. The $14 
million project included some $9 million generated through fundraising.  


This planter box is part of an energy efficient roof system to include plants that reduce 
heat gain and solar panels expected to generate up to 30 percent of the building's 


power.  
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parts of the roof will be covered with a bright white membrane, known as a cool roof, to reflect the sun. 


A large public meeting space and offices for 15 water district workers will have furniture and carpet with a high 
recycled-material content. The interior décor will include renewable materials such as bamboo. 


A solar shading terrace on the outside of the building will be made from 30-foot-tall wine vats donated by the J. 
Filippi Winery in Rancho Cucamonga. 


A demonstration kitchen will showcase the latest energy- and water-saving appliances. 


The district will seek platinum certification for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED, which 
sets standards for environmentally sustainable building through the U.S. Green Building Council, said Jo Lynne 
Russo-Pereyra, vice president of the Frontier Project Foundation. Such a distinction can provide some tax 
benefits. 


"When we started down this path, we did a market assessment to see if there are other projects like this. 
There's nothing that's LEED platinum and demonstration, where the public can see and feel products," she said. 


Reach Janet Zimmerman at 951-368-9586 or jzimmerman@PE.com. 


Frontier Project 


Cucamonga Valley Water District's green building is under construction at 10440 Ashford St., Rancho Cucamonga. To "see" the building, visit www.frontierproject.com and click on "The Project" 
and webcam, or take the virtual tour. 
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