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Calif. lawmakers shift  
focus to water problems  
  
By SAMANTHA YOUNG Associated Press Writer  
  
Posted: 08/16/2009 10:12:20 AM PDT
SACRAMENTO, Calif.—With California mired in a  
third year of drought and thousands of farm acres  
lying fallow, lawmakers are turning their attention  
from the state's budget crisis to another issue that is  
equally as charged: state water policy.   
  
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and lawmakers of both  
parties want sweeping reforms that would overhaul  
how the state manages its water supplies. The  
difficulty, as with solving California's continual  
fiscal crises, will be finding compromise.   
  
While the nation's most populous state has been  
growing, a half century-old delivery system that  
stores snowmelt in dozens of reservoirs and funnels  
the water to farms and cities throughout the state is  
showing signs of stress.   
  
The growing demands on California's water supply  
also are wreaking havoc with the environment.   
  
Water quality and conditions for fish have worsened  
in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, prompting  
federal restrictions on how much water can be  
pumped out of a region that serves as the hub of  
California's water-delivery network.   
  
Even as problems grow more apparent with each  
year, state lawmakers have failed repeatedly to find  
common ground. Farmers, urban water districts,  
environmentalists, fishermen and others offer  
competing visions of what needs to be done.   
  
"It's like trying to solve peace in the Middle East,"  


said Laura Harnish, a San Francisco-based water  
expert at the Environmental Defense Fund. "People  
are very wedded to their water rights." 


Lawmakers will return from their summer recess on  
Monday with their party leaders and the governor  
saying they want a comprehensive solution that will  
ensure adequate water supplies while protecting the  
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 


The debate comes as farmers throughout the  
Central Valley are struggling to grow crops with less  
water after three years of below-average rain and  
snowfall in the Sierra Nevada. Federal pumping  
restrictions intended to protect vulnerable delta fish  
also have curtailed water deliveries. Thousands of  
acres have been taken out of production, orchard  
trees cut to stumps and farm workers laid off. 


At the same time, cities throughout the state have  
imposed mandatory water rationing and limited the  
number of days homeowners can use outdoor  
sprinklers or wash their cars. Others have raised  
rates and imposed drought surcharges. 


Farmers on the west side of the San Joaquin Valley,  
supported by Schwarzenegger and Republican  
lawmakers, have argued for more dams to supply the  
needs of a growing state. California's population is  
expected to grow from 38 million to 49 million by  
2030. 


Southern California water districts want to find a  
new way to funnel drinking water around the  
estuary, in part because of the court-imposed  
pumping restrictions and worsening water quality  
that becomes more expensive to treat. 


The existing pumping system changes river flows  
in the delta and sucks fish in, killing them in large  
numbers. Water managers also are concerned about  
a breach in the 1,115 miles of earthen levees  
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throughout the delta, which could disrupt water  
deliveries for months.   
  
"Everybody understands if we don't act we will have  
disaster in the delta," said Department of Water  
Resources director Lester Snow.   
  
Last year, a Schwarzenegger-appointed panel  
recommended changing how the state moves water  
through the delta. A separate state-federal task force  
also has suggested finding a new way to send water  
south to protect wildlife and ensure reliable water  
deliveries.   
  
Reengineering the water-delivery system is a top  
priority of the Schwarzenegger administration and  
the nation's largest provider of treated drinking  
water, the Metropolitan Water District of Southern  
California. About a third of the water distributed to  
18 million Californians by the district passes  
through the delta.   
  
"If you're going to truly achieve water supply  
reliability and restoration of the delta, you've got to  
change where you divert water from the delta," said  
Roger Patterson, the district's assistant general  
manager.   
  
The federal government curtailed delta pumping  
after a federal judge blamed state and federal water  
operations for some of the declines of the  
threatened delta smelt and endangered salmon.   
  
Meanwhile, sport-fishing groups and  
environmentalists, bolstered by the federal court  
decisions, are demanding that habitat for the more  
than 750 species of wildlife be improved in the delta  
and its tributaries. Some also worry that building a  
canal to reroute fresh water will degrade delta water  
quality and lead to further declines of its fish and  
other species.   
  


Assembly Speaker Karen Bass and Senate President  
Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, both Democrats, have  
said they hope to reach a water deal with the  
governor by Sept. 11, the end of the legislative  
session. 


Steinberg, of Sacramento, said lawmakers are under  
pressure this year to overcome the complications  
that have stalled past negotiations. Schwarzenegger  
also would like to claim a victory on water before he  
leaves office in January 2011. 


"I think there is an even greater recognition that we  
must take action to solve California's water  
challenges," Steinberg said. "This is an opportunity  
to achieve something positive for California and to  
build." 


A joint Assembly-Senate working group, which  
included lawmakers from both parties, has written a  
package of bills intended to restart water  
discussions. 


Many of the reforms could be adopted directly by  
the Legislature and signed by the governor. Any  
proposal that requires money would have to win  
voter approval, leading the governor and lawmakers  
to consider a 2010 ballot measure. 


Democrats have proposed rethinking how the state  
manages the delta, a fragile maze of levees, islands,  
river channels and sloughs that channel water from  
the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers to massive  
pumping plants. Those plants send drinking water  
to farms and roughly 25 million Californians in the  
south and San Francisco Bay area. 


The 1,153-square-mile delta covers a land mass  
about the size of Rhode Island. 


Democratic lawmakers want to create an  
independent, seven-member council to oversee  
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habitat restoration and decide whether a new system  
to move water through or around the delta is  
needed.   
  
In its current form, the Democrats' package is  
missing key elements long advocated by  
Republicans.   
  
It omits authorization for new dams, as well as a  
bond proposal to pay for the long list of projects  
lawmakers envision. That's a deal-breaker for Sen.  
Dave Cogdill, a Republican from Modesto who has  
seen farmers in his Central Valley district fallow their  
fields this year because they are not receiving  
enough water.   
  
"At the end of the day, it continues to be our  
position we need a comprehensive solution and we  
need it quickly," Cogdill said. "We've had more than  
enough time to analyze the situation."   
  
Delta farmers and fishermen are lining up against  
the package and have organized demonstrations  
leading up to the hearings, including a "Million Boat  
Float" on Sunday from the delta town of Antioch up  
the Sacramento River to the state capital.   
  
At issue for many delta communities is the growing  
support behind a proposal to build a canal that  
would divert water out of the Sacramento River and  
move it around the delta, where fresh water from the  
state's northern rivers mixes with tide water from  
San Francisco Bay.   
  
Delta-area farmers and fishermen fear the loss of  
too much fresh water would lead to a saltier delta,  
harming fish and crops.   
  
It's an idea that was rejected by voters in 1982, in  
part over fears that it was a veiled water grab for  
Southern California.   
  


"The delta is not just a plumbing system. It's not  
just an aquarium," said Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla,  
campaign director at Restore the Delta, a nonprofit  
community group that opposes a canal. "We have  
living, breathing communities here."
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August 15, 2009 


How tiny striped molluscs are muscling in on 
America's water supply 
 


Chris Ayres in Los Angeles   
The greatest threat to America’s fragile drinking-water system is not terrorism or climate 
change, according to scientists, but an invasion of tiny, zebra-striped molluscs, each one 
barely the size of a thumbnail.  


The quagga mussels first came to America in the ballast of ships from Ukraine and other 
parts of Eastern Europe in the 1980s. It was not until recently, however, when the molluscs 
turned up in Lake Mead, which supplies drinking water to Las Vegas and other large desert 
cities, that the catastrophic scale of the invasion became clear.  


It is thought that the mussels reached the West by attaching themselves to the hulls of 
boats transported from the Great Lakes to Nevada.  


There are now believed to be at least three trillion of them in Lake Mead, and scientists say 
it is only a matter of time before they spread throughout the West’s vast network of 
reservoirs and aqueducts, causing damage estimated at billions of dollars.  


At the Hoover Dam there are sometimes 55,000 mussels per square foot in the intake 
towers, hampering the facility’s electricity-generating equipment.  


Things are likely to get worse. “Over time, I would think eventually they’ll be almost around 
the [entire] country,” predicts Amy Benson, a fishery biologist with the US Geological 
Survey in Florida.  


A study published this week showed that the quagga mussels’s next target could be Lake 
Tahoe, near several prime skiing resorts on the California-Nevada border. Officials warned 
that its pristine shoreline could soon be blighted by mounds of reeking shells.  


The cost to the local economy could be more than $22 million a year, according to one estimate.  


Ric DeLeon, a mussel control coordinator for the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, says that the cost of 
containing and cleaning up the mussels will almost certainly be “in ten figures”.  


Mussels have also colonised the lower Colorado River, used by 27 million people for drinking water and crop irrigation.  


Apart from their ability to reproduce at an astonishing rate — a female quagga mussel can produce as many as one million 
eggs a year — the molluscs can attach themselves to almost anything, clogging drains and pipes and ruining boat engines.  


They also feast on phytoplankton, which is an important food source for zooplankton, and so can radically change the 
ecosystem within a lake.  


The mucus-wrapped excretion of the mussels can eventually turn a lake more acidic. Emergency measures already in place 
include the decontamination or quarantine of boats travelling in infested areas, and the use of sniffer dogs that can identify 
mussels.  


At Lake Tahoe, meanwhile, officials insist they are ahead of the problem. All around the shoreline, signposts have been 
erected to warn of the dangers. “Don’t move a mussel!” they say.  
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latimes.com 
On the prowl for water-use scofflaws 


L.A.'s Department of Water and Power dispatches a dozen officers to roam the city, citing residents 
who violate the recently tightened water laws. Nearly 700 citations have been issued since June. 


By Esmeralda Bermudez 


August 16, 2009 


It was just after 9 a.m. when William Mims got busted in a Hancock 
Park driveway. 
 
Slowly, he set down the gushing hose, which lacked an automatic shut-
off nozzle, stepped away from the gray BMW he was washing and put 
his hands up. 
 
"Hey, man, I confess. I confess. I was using just the hose," he told Kevin 
Cato, a Department of Water and Power water conservation officer. "I 
won't do it again." 
 
Since June 1, Cato and about a dozen other workers -- water cops, as 
some residents call them -- have been on the prowl in search of lawn-
loving Angelenos who don't know or don't heed the city's tightened 
water restrictions. 
 
Nearly 700 citations have been issued to homeowners, apartment building managers, fast-food franchise owners, 
church clerks and Caltrans sites. Under more lax restrictions in place before June, the DWP even cited one of its own 
facilities. 
 
"Everyone's fair game," Cato said. 
 
Excuses abound as Cato appears in his fuel-efficient Prius, catching people with sprinklers raging and hoses flowing. 
They blame broken timers, clueless gardeners or -- as did Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, who was publicly chided in 
2007 for excessive water use -- newly installed irrigation systems and water-loving gophers. 
 
Try as they might, offenders can't hide the evidence. The precious commodity is already flowing down gutters and 
driveways, glistening off blades of grass and rosebushes when Cato rolls up. 
 
"Some people look at me and say, 'Go ahead and write me up. I'm gonna do what I'm gonna do,' " Cato said. 
 
Most of the time, wrongdoers such as Mims rush to comply, and Cato, a 21-year DWP veteran, counsels and educates 
rather than reaching for his citation booklet. He leaves behind blue-and-white fliers that highlight a list of no-nos, such 
as using sprinklers any day except Monday and Thursday and washing down sidewalks and driveways. 
 
Since the restrictions took effect, fewer than 30 water users have actually been hit with fines, which begin at $100 for a 
first offense. Most of the citations issued so far have been only warnings. 
 
With water conservation officers patrolling only during regular business hours, some self-appointed water vigilantes 
have stepped in. They watch for mysterious puddles, broken sprinkler heads and after-hours hand-watering across 
neighborhoods and business strips. Then they send complaints -- more than 4,200 so far -- via phone, e-mail and most 
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recently on Twitter. 
 
"We've had a very high level of response and recognition that we're all in this together," said H. David Nahai, DWP 
general manager. "There have always been exceptions, either due to ignorance or other reasons, but we do try to reach 
them." 
 
Higher water bills and confusion over new watering rules have driven some residents to surrender and let weeds and 
dirt take over lots, particularly in the San Fernando Valley where many lots are larger and temperatures hotter than in 
other parts of the city. 
 
Concerned about property values in the area, Councilman Greig Smith recently introduced several motions to expand 
the sprinkler allowance to three days. 
 
He also wants exemptions for fire-prone areas such as Porter Ranch. 
 
"We've been talking for decades about greening L.A., so it doesn't make sense to put forth a policy that's going to make 
everyone's lawns go brown," said Matt Myerhoff, Smith's spokesman. 
 
The water restrictions are prompting some property owners and garden clubs to ditch water-guzzling lawns for drought-
resistant plant beds, mulch, cobblestone and rocks. Artificial-grass vendors, backed by a city rebate program, have also 
seen an uptick in business since water mandates took effect. 
 
"You've got people in certain parts of the Valley sitting on half-acre lots and now they've been told, 'You can only 
water twice a week,' " said Duane Ruth, owner of a local distributor of Synlawn, an artificial grass. "You might as well 
tell them you're taking their house away." 
 
The restrictions, which are tougher than in nearby cities such as Beverly Hills, Pasadena and Long Beach, are 
apparently paying off. Recent figures released by the DWP show water demand citywide reached a 32-year low for 
June, down 11% compared with the same period in 2008. 
 
Los Angeles as a whole has done well in saving water in the last 25 years. The population has grown by roughly a 
million people, but total water use has remained the same. 
 
Still, with the city about to enter its fourth consecutive drought year, officials plan to keep pushing the need to 
conserve. 
 
In Van Nuys, Jerry Pollack hopes his newly planted Japanese maple survives it all. 
 
Pollack, 80, said he is well aware of the ban on watering between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., but now and then he sneaks out to 
his front yard to quench the thirst of his trees and rosebushes. 
 
One day recently, he got caught, hose in hand, and was written up by a water conservation officer. An attempt to 
explain his way out of it proved futile. 
 
"Theoretically, I wasn't breaking the law," Pollack said. "I just didn't want my tree to die. I wasn't watering all over the 
place." 
 
On his way back to DWP headquarters, Cato spotted his last violator before lunch break: St. Nicholas Cathedral along 
West 3rd Street. A brook of foamy water flowed from the church's gated courtyard down the road for several blocks. 
 
Cato parked his Prius and sat still for a moment, looking up at the building. 
 
"Forgive me, Lord," he said before stepping out of the car, citation book in hand, and heading toward the stream of 
water. 
 
esmeralda.bermudez 
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