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California facing 4th year of drought?
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What will happen to California if we have another drought year next year?
That was the question on the minds of many Thursday in Sacramento and
no one likes the answers they heard. TURN ON

Water, it's the lifeblood of the West, but nature and the courts have . / e H
wrapped a tourniquet around the flow of water to some 20-million WAT ER K
Californians and hundreds of farms. Sy o

And if California's three-year-drought extends into a fourth year? a ‘;F’ :

"Looking at the lakes and reservoirs, we're not doing to good right now. All we can do is pray for a wet
winter,"” said Jim Smith, who is worried about drought.

"We don't have a crystal ball. That's why we need a contingency plan," said Kamar Vuivetchi with the State
Water Resources Department.

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar says solving California's water crisis is a national priority.
Congressional hearings aimed at fixing the Sacramento Delta are set for next month.

"l think it's very encouraging. The Sacramento Delta is an important water supply aspect for Kern County,"
said Florn Core, Director of Bakersfield Water Resources.

Water watchdogs in Kern County are worried that congressional hearings will only lead to more studies.

"We need facilities, not processes. We continue to draw down on local resources. We can't afford more
studies,” said Jim Beck, General Manager Kern County Water Agency.

We've had three straight years of drought and, to protect endangered fish species, a federal judge has
ordered drastic restrictions on water exports to farms and cities south of the delta.

To offset that, demand has increased for more groundwater. Groundwater levels in Kern County have
dropped by some 60-feet in just the last year.

Pumping costs for growers and water retailers are going up. "And those costs will be passed along to the
consumer,” added Beck.

"We can't keep pumping at these tremendous rates forever. So we may get to the point sometime down the
road where we'll be asking consumers to cut back," added Core.

Drastically reduced water deliveries to the San Joaquin valley have hit Kern County hard. Water experts say
20,000 farm jobs have been lost. 80,000 acres of farm land has been fallowed or under-irrigated and there
has been $300-million in lost crop revenue.

Another year of drought will only make matters worse for thousands of farmers and farm workers who work
in the San Joaquin Valley and help feed the world.

One thing that could greatly alleviate drought conditions is El Nino. State Meteorologists say El Nifio ocean
conditions are strengthening.

They expect at least a moderate event this winter and possibly a strong event, which means rainfall levels
could increase dramatically this winter.

http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/California-facing-4th-year-of-drought/U26v6JmDJUOz018ZzPG... 8/14/2009
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But even if EI Nino doesn't materialize, local water watchers say it's not likely that we will see mandatory
water rationing in Bakersfield in 2010.

http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/California-facing-4th-year-of-drought/U26v6JmDJUOz018ZzPG... 8/14/2009
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Funds sought to put GPS in Riverside County fleet

|44 =W PelFLAY To Li=TER TOo gl
&4 Download story podcast

07:04 PM PDT on Thursday, August 13, 2009

By JULIA GLICK
The Press-Enterprise

Riverside County is seeking funds to outfit its vehicles with GPS tracking devices, a tool that San Bernardino
County and Eastern Municipal Water District say has made their fleets more efficient.

Riverside County could use Global Positioning System units to monitor location, speed, emissions and other
real-time information about county cars and trucks. But the technology also worries some employees who fear
their every move could be monitored.

Riverside County officials have applied for federal stimulus money to defray the cost of tracking units for 500 of
the county's 5,300 vehicles, said Bob Howdyshell, director of fleet services and purchasing. He estimates the
units and two years of service would cost about $500,000. Federal grant money, if approved, would cover
about half that amount, he added. The county would pay the rest.

Story continues below

Kurt Miller / The Press-Enterprise
Danny Lehman, fleet supervisor for the Eastern
Municipal Water District, shows the GPS installed
in most of the fleet.

Riverside County is tightening controls on its fleet after a recent audit criticized department heads and the
county executive office for lax oversight of take-home cars and other inefficiencies.

The county spends about $43.7 million a year purchasing, fueling and maintaining its vehicles.

San Bernardino County began installing GPS devices in its cars and trucks in 2005. The county can now track
about 1,200 of its 5,000 vehicles on a computerized map, said county spokesman David Wert.

http://www.pe.com/localnews/politics/stories/PE News Local S gpsl14.38a574a.html 8/14/2009
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The county does not have any measure of whether the system has saved money overall, Wert said. But
departments that distribute interoffice mail, maintain county facilities and repair computer systems can easily
adjust service routes to make them more efficient. The county also uses the GPS to track the progress of
snowplows in winter storms and vector control teams spraying for insects, Wert said.

Eastern Municipal Water District, headquartered in Perris, launched a GPS system March 30 for about 300 of
the district's 350 road vehicles. Officials there say they saw immediate savings and are close to making up the
cost of the technology.

The district, which covers a 555-square-mile area from Moreno Valley to Temecula, purchased the system from
Fallbrook-based RMJ Technologies. The district paid $310,000 to install GPS and start service. The agency
expects to pay about $130,000 to continue the service next year, said Mark Iverson, the district's maintenance
director.

Employees have driven 106,000 fewer miles than average since the introduction of the GPS four months ago,
he said. The system has cut fuel costs by about $54,000 and reduced labor costs by about $228,000, he
added.

"I think, overall, employees see the benefit of it," Iverson said of the GPS system. "But there was some
concern about the big brother aspect.”

The agency emphasizes that the system can be a big help for employees, Iverson said. For example, GPS
readings can prove drivers were not speeding at the time of an accident, he said. Howdyshell said GPS devices
could help protect Riverside County employees with risky jobs or remote service calls.

The San Bernardino Public Employees Association, the county's largest union, has worried the technology would
enable bosses to selectively punish out-of-favor employees for minor infractions, said Bob Blough, the union's
general manager. So far, there is no evidence that has occurred, he said.

"The employees definitely felt it was intrusive on their activities, but the law clearly allows the county to install
GPS on its county cars,” Blough said. "We really don't have any choice."

http://www.pe.com/localnews/politics/stories/PE News Local S gpsl14.38a574a.html 8/14/2009






Plan would reserve water for summer use

HEMET: City Council
considers how to get
MWD to make good
on recreation prowises.

By CHARLES HAND
THE VALLEY CHRONICLE

Members of the Hemet City
Council hope to leverage a plan to
store recycled water adjacent to
Diamond Valley Lake into some

recreational opportunities that
will draw tourists.

Behrooz Mortazavi, assistant
general manager of Eastern
Municipal Water District, this
week reviewed with the council a
plan to pump treated wastewater
into a depression just south of
Valley-Wide Recreation & Park
District’s water park at the north-
east entrance to the reservoir.

Mortazavi said demand for the
recycled water is so low in winter
that the district has to dump it
into the ocean.

Recycled water can be used
only for certain types of irriga-
tion. None can be used in homes
except those with dual water sys-
terns that route the recycled water
to such uses as flushing toilets.

Water stored in the proposed
pond would be withdrawn during
the summer when demand for
irrigation water among agricul-
tural users increases dramatically,
Mortazavi told the council.

Several members of the council

said this could be a good time to

approach Metropolitan Water

District, Eastern’s parent organi-
zation and owner of Diamond
Valley Lake, to fulfill promises it
made at the time the reservoir was
built to provide water-based
recreational facilities.

The *~ land on  which
Metropolitan proposed to build a
water park has since been with-
drawn and the agency has indi-
cated it wants to build a housing
development on the plot instead.

Mortazavi said the 90-acre
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pond of recycled lake c’éuld.;-._nbt
be used for ‘récreation, but an
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adjacent 30-acre pond of potable
wafer could be used for boating
and fishipg.:

It could not, however, be used
for any sport involving body con-
tact, including water skiing.

The pond of recycled water is

www. thevalleychronicle.com

part of a two-year test in which
Eastern would evaluate the
costs and methods to deter-
mine whether the concept is
viable.

After the two vears, the pond
would be shut down.

Councilwoman Robin Lowe
said she would like to see the
recreational  lake  expanded
beyond the 30 acres envisioned by
Eastern, but Mortazavi said the
pond would be virtually empty
during the summer swimming -
season anyway since it would
remain part of the water system.

Mayor Eric McBride said he
would also like to see the recre-
ational element expanded.

“I see it as far less than we were
promised. It is like promising a
Cadillac and selling you a Yugo,”
he said.

Councilmen Jim Foreman and
jerry Franchville expressed simi-
lar sentiments. “They owe us,”
said Franchville.

“I'm looking at the benefits to
groundwater,” Mortazavi said.
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EDITORIAL

Right fight,
wrong battle

Let’s be clear up front that Hemet has never

received the recreational companions to Diamorid

Valley Lake promised a decade and a half ago by
Metropolitan Water District during its years-long cam-
paign to win local support for the idea of establishing a
huge reservoir on former farming land.

That is not in dispute, and MWD still owes Hemmet
opportunities for water-based recreation that it prom-
ised.

That said, the Hemet City Council’s attitude about a
proposal over recycled water was misguided.

Behrooz Mortazavi — assistant general manager of
Eastern Municipal Water District, a division of MWD
— presented the City Council with a plan to increase
the recycled water the region can keep during winters,
when demand is low, for the summers; when demand
rises dramatically.

The plan is a worthy one, particularly at a time when
water scarcity is an increasing issue. Whether it works
out logistically remains to be seen, but the concept is
solid. . ’

It is solid enough that the several members of the
council should have tamped down on the desire to hold
the plan hostage in an attempt to force MWD to fulfill
its long overdue promises.

Of particularly questionable usefulness is the con-
tention by a couple of council members and the city
attorney to determine whether water skiing can be
mixed with potable water destined for the pipes serving
homes and businesses.

The standard throughout the water industry — a
standard that has applied to Diamond Valley Lake since
it was established — is that body-contact is not allowed
in water destined for drinking.

It’s not just because of the ewwwww! factor of think-
ing about people using the water that goes straight into
regular service as a toilet.

Those icky possibilities also create the possibility,
along with general body contact with the water, of
introducing into the water system bacteria that will
almost surely not be caught before it is distributed.

The simple truth is that there is no such thing as
water skiing without bedy contact. ;

At the other end of the system are families counting
on the water districts — including Hemet’s — to pro-
vide them water without disease. ;

Beyond that, the idea of holding a good idea hostage
because of pique — as justified as it may be — over
MWD's failure to fulfill its promises is not the best way
to represent the residents of the community. '

Getting MWD to fulfill its promises is a worthwhile
endeavor, but forcing EMWD to dump usable water
into drainage canals that will carry it to the ocean and
away from Valley users is not the way to pursue it.





