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New 100-acre lake for recycled water proposed in 
Hemet 
 


 
07:25 AM PDT on Wednesday, August 12, 2009 


By MICHAEL PERRAULT 
The Press-Enterprise 


HEMET - Two water districts and the city of Hemet are considering plans to create a nearly 100-acre lake with 
recycled water about a half-mile east of the vast Diamond Valley Lake freshwater reservoir.  


The proposed lake would hold about 1,700 acre-feet of recycled water, enough to supply about 3,400 
households during a year, said Behrooz Mortazavi, assistant general manager of resource development for 
Eastern Municipal Water District.  


Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, which owns the 4,500-acre Diamond Valley Lake, has 
collaborated with Eastern Municipal and Hemet officials on a preliminary study. The proposed lake is on city 
land and near existing water district pipelines.  


Story continues below 
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Mortazavi laid out plans to Hemet City Council members Tuesday morning in hopes of gaining their support for 
a two-year, $1 million demonstration project.  


If Hemet officials give the OK, an area next to Diamond Valley Lake would be filled with recycled water. If the 
demonstration lake proves cost-effective and environmentally sound, it could become permanent and one day 
supply recycled water to nearby golf courses and parks and for other needs during dry summer months.  


Hemet Public Works Director Mike Gow said the goal is to make the best use of recycled water in the San 
Jacinto Valley and increase storage capacity, particularly during the winter.  


Officials with the water districts -- which will foot the bill for the demonstration project -- would like to get it up 
and running by November to begin storing recycled water that accumulates during the winter.  


Mayor Eric McBride and other council members said they want assurances the project will offer decent, long-
term recreational opportunities before they agree to sign an agreement with the water districts.  


"I think this is just giving our chips away to (Metropolitan Water District)," Councilman Jim Foreman said, 
noting that previous promises of recreational amenities at Diamond Valley Lake have never materialized.  


Councilwoman Robin Lowe said she wants the city to continue "serious negotiations" with the hope the project 
could take on a broader scope and provide more recreational features.  


Initial plans call for as much as 70 acres of the lake to be used for recreational activities such as boating and 
fishing. Another 30 acres, possibly divided and filled with potable water, may be used for water skiing or 
swimming.  


"The concept and its implementation need to be refined," Mortazavi said.  


Another option being considered is a 70-acre lake with recycled water on the west side of Diamond Valley Lake. 


If the demonstration lake proves a viable long-term resource, the water districts eventually expect to invest 
more than $60 million on pipelines and other equipment, Mortazavi said.  


Reach Michael Perrault at 951-763-3464 or mperrault@PE.com  
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Water sense 
 


 
09:43 PM PDT on Tuesday, August 11, 2009 


Property owners should not have to choose between following homeowners association rules and water conservation mandates. 
Homeowners associations, like all other Californians, need to adjust attitudes and rules to support more efficient water use.  


The Karman family of Temecula, for example, illustrates the sometimes differing requirements of property associations and water 
agencies. The Karmans reduced the watering of their lawn, complying with restrictions imposed by the Rancho California Water District. 
Yet in June the family received a letter from the local homeowners association saying the lawn's brown spots violated association 
regulations.  


The Karmans are not alone. Water districts routinely hear from residents frustrated with homeowners association rules that bar less water-
intensive landscaping. About a third of Californians live in areas with homeowners associations, according to statistics cited by the 
Legislature.  


There should be no conflict over water use, however. California faces threats to its water supply, and conservation is vital for the state's 
future. Homeowners association rules should reflect that need. And the Legislature is primed to intervene if associations fail to act. AB 
1061, now in the Senate, would void any association rule that conflicts with conservation regulations.  


Keeping neighborhoods in good condition helps preserve property values, but that goal should not override careful water use. Nor does it 
need to: Drought-resistant landscaping can save money and water, without harming property values. And the Rancho California district 
says its restrictions still allow sufficient irrigation to keep lawns healthy.  


Preserving homes' appearance does not require sacrificing sensible water use. Lush, thirsty landscaping is a luxury California can no longer 
afford, whether or not the property is part of a homeowners association.  
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