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July 17, 2009 
 
Boaters urged to be vigilant 
against quagga mussels  
 
    The POA and Elsinore Valley Municipal 
Water District continue to urge boaters to 
be extremely careful, particularly after 
visiting regional recreational waterways 
such as Lake Havasu, Lake Mead and the 
Colorado River, to avoid introducing the 
quagga mussel into Canyon Lake. The 
California Department of Fish and Game 
recommends boaters take the following 
steps when leaving a body of water to 
ensure the mussels don’t unknowingly 
hitch a ride on the boat or trailer:  
    • Inspect all exposed area – small 
mussels feel like sandpaper to the touch 
and typically have striped shells.  
    • Wash the hull of each watercraft 
thoroughly.  
    • Remove all plants and animal 
material.  
    • Drain all water and dry all areas.  
    • Drain and dry the lower outboard unit.  
    • Clean and dry all live-wells.  
    • Empty and dry any buckets.  
    • Dispose of all bait in the trash.  
    • Wait five days (EVMWD recommends seven) and keep watercraft dry between launches into different 
fresh waters.  
    • Important: Water from items washed in Canyon Lake’s private driveways flows to the storm drains and 
into the Lake, so it is important to wash boats elsewhere before bringing them into the community. For 
more information, visit www.dfg.ca.gov/quaggamussel.  
     


Residents learned to inspect boats at a recent quagga training clinic put on at 
the Lodge.
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July 17, 2009 
 
EVMWD board president urges conservation  
 
by Phil Williams, EVMWD President  
Special to The Friday Flyer  
 
    California is in the midst of a severe water shortage brought on by ongoing drought conditions, depleted 
reservoirs and court-ordered delivery reductions.  
    Metropolitan Water District of Southern California has slashed water deliveries, and major state reservoirs 
now are at a fraction of their full capacity. Meanwhile, energy costs for water districts are rising, and the 
threat of state penalties for excessive water use looms large. Clearly, the need for conservation is now.  
    The Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD) is implementing a new rate structure to encourage 
greater water efficiency. The board recently approved a “water budget” structure that will reward customers 
who already are efficient and encourage others to do so, while helping protect our precious water supply.  
    The new rate structure gives customers enough water to meet their needs indoors and out. The structure 
even increases customers’ water budgets in the five hottest months of the year. Customers who stay within 
their water budget should see only modest increases in their bills.  
    Customers who refuse to conserve, however, will pay a steep price for their wasteful water ways. Rates 
will double, triple and eventually quadruple as customers use increasing amounts of water. Thankfully, 
there’s no need for customers to pay those higher rates if they manage their water budgets wisely. The 
District has fairly determined the appropriate amounts of water customers need, based on property and 
family size along with weather conditions.  
    Additionally, the District also has a host of water-conservation measures to help customers reduce their 
water waste. Landscaping workshops are available to teach customers how to curb their outdoor water use, 
which typically accounts for at least half of most residential water use.  
    Rebates may be available for water-saving devices, such as MP rotator sprinkler heads and high-
efficiency toilets. And the District’s dedicated full-time conservation specialist is ready to help customers by 
providing free water conservation audits, water-saving tips on landscaping and much more.  
    It’s time for everyone in California to be cautious about their water use, and EVMWD is helping its 
customers do that. By working together to conserve water, EVWMD and its customers can conserve and 
ensure a safe, reliable water supply today and far into the future. 
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Revived water storage plan attracts 
potential customers 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Thursday, July 16, 2009 


Western Municipal Water District in Riverside is among five Southern California suppliers that 
have expressed interest in a controversial proposal to store and draw water from an 
underground basin in the Mojave Desert, officials confirmed Thursday. 


The project in the Cadiz Valley, about 40 miles east of Twentynine Palms, would involve 
burying 44 miles of pipeline to move surplus Colorado River water to an underground 
reservoir the size of Rhode Island. The water rights and 55 square miles of land belong to 
Cadiz Inc. 


The company also wants to draw water from beneath nearby dry lake beds that it says would 
otherwise be lost to evaporation. 


The Santa Monica-based company says that five water providers signed letters of intent to 
evaluate the project and share the costs of an environmental review, with options to buy the 
water. 


--Janet Zimmerman 


jzimmerman@PE.com 
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Utility expresses interest in water project 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Thursday, July 16, 2009 


By JANET ZIMMERMAN 
The Press-Enterprise 


Western Municipal Water District in Riverside is among five Southern California suppliers that have expressed 
interest in a controversial proposal to store and draw water from ancient aquifers in the Mojave Desert, officials 
confirmed Thursday.  


The $200 million project in the Cadiz Valley, about 40 miles east of Twentynine Palms, would involve burying 
44 miles of pipeline to move surplus Colorado River water to an underground basin the size of Rhode Island.  


The water rights under 35,000 acres belong to Cadiz Inc., which also wants to tap water from beneath nearby 
dry lake beds that it says would otherwise be lost to evaporation.  


Story continues below 
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The Los Angeles-based company announced last month that five water providers signed letters of intent to 
evaluate the project and share the costs of an environmental review, with options to buy the water. Cadiz Inc. 
identified Golden State Water Co. in San Dimas, a private company serving desert communities in San 
Bernardino and Riverside counties, as one of the interested parties but would not identify the others until an 
agreement is reached.  


However, Anaheim Public Utilities, serving 110,000 customers, also has signed "a non-binding letter of interest" 
on the project, spokeswoman Margie Otto said.  


Western's general manager, John Rossi, acknowledged that his district is considering joining the project, which 
would divert water from the Colorado River Aqueduct for storage. In dry times, the water would be returned to 
the aqueduct for use by customers. Western serves Corona, Norco, Lake Elsinore and parts of Murrieta, 
Temecula and Riverside.  


"We're just trying to understand the technical merits at this point. We think the project may be able to provide 
some additional reliability," said Rossi, whose district gets most of its water from Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California, which built and operates the 242-mile Colorado River Aqueduct.  


Cost is a factor, he said.  


Water from the project will cost more than supplies from MWD, which charges about $600 per acre-foot for 
untreated water and $800 per acre-foot for treated supplies. The Cadiz water could cost an additional $278 per 
acre-foot and up to $445 more per acre-foot if it's treated, according to the district's published rate table. An 
acre-foot is enough to serve two families for a year.  


But MWD rates have increased 35 percent in the past couple of years and are expected to jump 20 percent 
next year, he said, so "we're going to compare the two, and may the best price win."  


Officials at Western will decide within the next couple of months whether to move forward with the 
environmental study, Rossi said.  


The Cadiz project has been rejected and reworked in the eight years since it was first proposed.  


Environmentalists say it would deplete ancient groundwater that feeds area springs and sustains local wildlife. 
One-third of the aquifer sits below the Mojave National Preserve.  


Joshua Tree resident Elden Hughes, former chairman of the Sierra Club's desert committee, said his group 
worries about mixing salty Colorado River water with the pure Cadiz groundwater that is thousands of years 
old.  


He also questioned the wisdom of drawing water from just under the surface of Bristol Dry Lake. Without the 
moisture, dust would threaten air quality of Mojave National Preserve, Hughes said.  


Cadiz Inc. already is pumping from the aquifer to water grapes, citrus and vegetables the company grows in 
the area. Drawing off more would deplete the aquifer, Hughes said.  


Scott Slater, general counsel for Cadiz Inc., said the plan has been reformulated to address environmental 
concerns. The company has partnered with the Natural Heritage Institute to ensure the project's sustainability, 
will allow solar development on up to 20,000 acres and is open to dedicating land for open space.  


The project isn't limited to Colorado River water, he said. Water could be added to the pipeline system through 
exchanges with other sources and stored there. It also would capture tens of thousands of acre-feet of water 
that is now lost to evaporation, Slater said.  


The project has changed quite a bit since it was rejected in 2002 by MWD, which was to be a partner and help 
build the pipeline. The agency backed out because of cost and environmental concerns.  


Officials at MWD said Thursday that they were unaware of the latest on the project.  


"Our questions deal with making sure there would be capacity in the aqueduct to accommodate any transfer, 
and would the participants be willing to pay the full system access fee -- the wheeling rates. Those are our 
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considerations," said Bob Muir, MWD spokesman.  


Reach Janet Zimmerman at 951-368-9586 or jzimmerman@PE.com  
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Year-end figures indicate  
Pasadena cut water use by  
7.6 percent  
  
Posted: 07/15/2009 11:35:02 AM PDT
PASADENA- City utility officials said Wednesday  
that Pasadena Water and Power customers cut  
water use by 7.6 percent for the 2009 fiscal year  
that ended in June, from the 2008 fiscal year.  
  
Eric Klinkner, the assistant general manager of  
PWP, said that the drop in usage was higher than  
expected, and could mean that the city will not  
have to cut usage any further to avoid higher  
punitive rates from the Metropolitan Water  
District, their main supplier.  
  
MWD announced earlier this year it would cut  
supplies to customers by 10 percent, based on a  
three-year average use figure. Exceeding the  
water supply would result in the punitive rates.  
  
Because Pasadena is getting some credits for  
conservation and for population growth, said  
Klinkner, the amount customers have cut might  
be sufficient to avoid the rates.  
  
The city voted last month to increase PWP  
customers' water rates, and the desire to avoid  
the higher punitive rates was one of the main  
reasons officials gave as a reason to increase the  
rates.
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