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Ramp extension approval a victory for Diamond 
Valley Lake fishers 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 


By GAIL WESSON 
The Press-Enterprise 


Diamond Valley Lake could reopen to private boaters as early as February following Metropolitan Water District 
directors' authorization Tuesday to extend the lake's boat ramp. 


The 11-lane ramp was closed in October when the lake level dropped far enough that the ramp didn't reach the 
water. 


Metropolitan will spend an estimated $1.1 million to extend three lanes by 228 feet. The cost will be recouped 
by higher parking and launch fees, according to a district news release. 


"I'm really pleased about the action today," said Randy Record, who represents Perris-based Eastern Municipal 
Water District on the Metropolitan board, which oversees the lake. 


"What I'm really proud about is people from the community coming down and offering to help," Record said by 
phone. 


Megan Merchant, owner of Last Chance Bait and Tackle in Hemet, started a petition that more than 1,000 
people signed, saying they would agree to a reasonable fee increase to get the work started. 


She attended board meetings in Los Angeles to share "stories about what fishing means to people," she said by 
phone. She tried a positive approach and was thankful that the board listened, she said as she returned home 
from Tuesday's meeting. 


Diamond Valley Lake, a huge, man-made reservoir southwest of Hemet, has been tapped amid California's 
drought, leaving it about 43 percent full. 


Anglers can still fish from the shoreline or rent boats at the lake marina that don't need the private ramp. 
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Riverside County Water Official Seated on Metropolitan Board  


LOS ANGELES--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Riverside County water official Thomas P. Evans was 
seated today on the board of directors of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California.  


Evans will represent Western Municipal Water District on the 37-member Metropolitan 
board. He succeeds S.R. “Al” Lopez, who represented Western on Metropolitan’s board 
since January 2008.  


A member of Western’s Board of Directors since January 2007, Evans currently serves as 
board president. The division he represents on the Western board consists of southeast 
Riverside and March Air Reserve Base.  


Evans serves on several Western board committees, including liaison committees for the 
city of Riverside and Eastern Municipal Water District. He also represents Western on the 
board of the Western Riverside County Council of Governments and is an alternate on the 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority.  


With 35 years of experience in water, electric and gas utility management, Evans retired in 
2005 as the city of Riverside’s interim city manager. Previously, he served as the city’s 
director of public utilities for four years. He served as a director for both the Southern 
California Public Power Agency and the Northern California Power Agency.  


He serves as a member of the Riverside East Rotary Club and as a volunteer counselor for 
SCORE, an organization designed to counsel small business owners. He is a past board 
member of both the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce, where he was past chair of 
the Leadership Steering Committee, and Smart Riverside.  


Born in Atlanta, Evans earned a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from the 
University of California at Davis and a master’s degree in business and information systems 
management from Golden Gate University.  


He and his wife, Marcia, reside in Riverside. They have two adult sons.  


Note to editors: A digital photograph of Thomas P. Evans is available upon request.  


The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California is a cooperative of 26 cities 
and water agencies serving 19 million people in six counties. The district imports 
water from the Colorado River and Northern California to supplement local supplies, 
and helps its members to develop increased water conservation, recycling, storage 
and other resource-management programs.  


Permalink: http://www.businesswire.com/news/google/20090714006507/en 
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 News Release  


 
For Release:  Immediate  Contact: Michele McKinney Underwood, Public Affairs Office                                    


951.789.5039; 951.897.0897 cell; munderwood@wmwd.com 


 
Focus on new leadership with emphasis on  


water resource management  
Tom Evans to represent Western Municipal Water District on the Metropolitan Water District  


Board of Directors 
 
RIVERSIDE, CA – July 14, 2009 – Thomas P. Evans, Western Municipal Water District’s board president, was seated yesterday 
to represent the District on the Metropolitan Water District Board of Directors. Evans succeeds S.R. “Al” Lopez who has served in 
the role since Jan. 2008. Western has one seat on the 37-member Metropolitan governing board. 
 


“I’m honored to take on this critical position that provides a voice for the District and its constituents at the 
Metropolitan table. The Metropolitan Board plays a key role in shaping water use policy in Southern 
California,” Evans commented. Evans, who joined the Western board in Jan. 2007, represents Division 2, 
which consists of a portion of the City of Riverside south of Magnolia Avenue, north of Victoria Avenue and 
Alessandro Boulevard, as well as March Air Reserve Base. The five members of the Western Board of 
Directors comprise the governing body and are responsible for setting public policy. The Directors are elected 
to four-year terms by the registered voters in the five geographical divisions of the  
527-square mile district.  
 


John V. Rossi, Western’s general manager, said, “Tom has been instrumental in helping to guide our agency through complex 
policy issues these past 2 ½ years. His knowledge of the critical water resource management issues facing our District 
is invaluable.  His skills and experiences will serve the District well as he represents us on the Metropolitan board.”  Rossi 
elaborated that the District’s short, mid-range and long-term priorities:  


  


 To build projects that make the region more water independent, such as the expansion of desalter facilities  
and water recycling plants.  


 To restore water reliability from the Bay-Delta by supporting the construction of a peripheral canal; this action  
will result in the greatest amount of quality water being delivered to the greatest number of people, farms and industries.  


 To convey to legislators the importance of protecting local property taxes from state budget impacts; this revenue  
helps build projects that are critical to solving our water shortage crisis.  


 


Director Evans sits on numerous Western board committees including the City of Riverside and Eastern Municipal Water District; 
and on the Ad Hoc committee for the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California’s Coalition. He is the alternate 
representing Western with the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA). 
 


Evans has 35 years of experience in water, electric and gas utility management.  In 2005, he retired from the City of Riverside as 
interim City Manager.  He also served the City of Riverside for four years as director of Public Utilities. Evans has served as a 
director for both the Southern California Public Power Agency and the Northern California Power Agency. He is a past board 
member of the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce and past chair of the Leadership Steering Committee.  Evans is a 
member of the Riverside East Rotary Club as well as a past board member with Smart Riverside. He’s currently serving as a 
volunteer counselor for SCORE, an organization designed to provide counsel to small business owners. A graduate of the 
University of California, Davis, Mr. Evans also holds a Masters Degree in Business and Information Systems Management from 
Golden Gate University. He is married to Marcia; they have two grown children. 
  


Western Municipal Water District provides water supply, wastewater disposal and water resource management to the 


public in a safe, reliable, environmentally sensitive and financially responsible manner. 


# # # 


 


450 E. Alessandro Boulevard, Riverside, California 92508   Main No.: 951.789.5000   Fax: 951.780.3837 
www.wmwd.com 
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Hemet chooses new city manager 


By PE News on July 15, 2009 


Banning City Manager Brian Nakamura will soon become Hemet's new city manager. 


On Tuesday, the Hemet City Council unanimously approved Nakamura for the job. He 


was among 87 applicants. 


Nakamura will begin his new job Aug. 24, said Len Wood, who has been Hemet's interim 


city manger for a little more than a year. 


Hemet Mayor Eric McBride said Nakamura's experience and "leadership style" helped him 


stand out from other applicants. 


Nakamura also has been city manager in Reedley and Sutter Creek, as well as Oregon 


City, Ore. He was public works director for three years in Riverside. 


 


—Mike Perrault, 


mperrault@PE.com 


 



http://blogs.pe.com/news/digest/2009/07/hemet-chooses-new-city-manager.html
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Hemet city workers agree to pay, benefit cuts to help 
budget 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 


By MICHAEL PERRAULT 
The Press-Enterprise 


HEMET - Police management, as well as city administrators, accountants, engineers and other Hemet employees, have 
agreed to cuts in pay and benefits, trimming their workweeks and taking other cost-cutting measures to help the city 
ride out tough economic times. 


The Hemet City Council on Tuesday approved agreements with several employee bargaining units that will enable the 
city to slash hundreds of thousands of dollars in expenses for its fiscal 2009-10 budget. 


"They didn't have to talk to us about such agreements; they could have continued on," Councilman Jerry Franchville 
said. "But they understood the problems the city is facing. They agreed to take salary and benefit cuts to help the 
citizens of Hemet, and we have to say we're much appreciative." 


In recent weeks, Hemet has been working with employee groups to slash about $1.6 million for the fiscal year that 
began July 1, said Len Wood, interim city manager. 


The Hemet Police Management Association inked a memorandum of understanding that calls for police sergeants, 
lieutenants and other management to take 60 furlough hours each without pay, eliminate "early start shift" overtime 
for sergeants, waive uniform allowances and accept a 6.7 percent cut in overall benefits through June 30, 2010. 


City administrative staff will shorten their workweeks to 38 hours, meaning buildings such as City Hall and the James 
Simpson Memorial Center will close every Friday. 


Nonsworn members of the Service Employees International Union, Local 721 -- which includes accountants, office 
personnel, building inspectors, code enforcement officers and engineers -- also have agreed to cut their workweeks to 
38 hours. 


So the Covell Building, which houses engineering, fire administration and other personnel, also will close every Friday. 


The employee agreements came after department heads and Wood agreed to a 6.7 percent cut in benefits, and 
council members cut their stipends by 10 percent. 


City officials are still working with bargaining units representing Fire Department personnel, police officers, dispatchers 
and record clerks to achieve similar pay and benefits cuts, Wood said. 


"What a blessing it is -- when you see everyone else in California, the federal government and other cities fighting, 
back and forth, a tug of war -- to see our city working together toward a common goal to get the job done," 
Councilman Robert Youssef said. 
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Contact:  Bob Muir, (213) 217-6930; (213) 324-5213, mobile 
 
July 14, 2009 
 
METROPOLITAN BOARD AUTHORIZES EXTENSION 
OF DIAMOND VALLEY LAKE BOAT RAMP 
Top Southland fishing lake could reopen to 
private boat launches by early next year 
 


Diamond Valley Lake—one of the premier fishing destinations in Southern 


California—could reopen for private boating by early next year as Metropolitan Water 


District’s Board of Directors today authorized the completion of the lake’s boat ramp. 


Images of the less-than-half-full lake near Hemet in southwest Riverside County have 


served as a reminder of the water supply impacts on Southern California—from the state’s 


ongoing drought—after Metropolitan suspended private boat launches at the lake last October as 


record low water levels dropped below the existing launch ramp. 


Storage levels at the region’s largest lake have since receded to the lowest point since 


Diamond Valley Lake opened to public boating and fishing in October 2003.  Metropolitan has 


continued to draw on the 4,500-surface-acre reservoir to meet the region’s supply needs in 


response to the water challenges caused by drought and environmental restrictions in the 


Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta in Northern California.  Today, storage in Diamond Valley Lake 


is just under 43 percent of capacity. 


“If there is a positive side to these unprecedented water supply challenges it’s that it has 


provided us with the opportunity to take advantage of low lake levels to complete the boat launch 


ramps and possibly reopen the lake to private boating,” said Metropolitan board Chairman 


Timothy F. Brick. 


“From the moment we contemplated suspending private boat launches last fall, we 


grappled with how we could keep the lake open to private boats in the face of severe drought,” 


Brick said.  “However, the essential role Diamond Valley Lake has played in meeting the 


region’s water supply needs over the past three years cannot be downplayed.  Southern 


California would be in a much worse supply situation without the supplies that have been drawn 


from Diamond Valley Lake.” 


more . . . . . 
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Metropolitan General Manager Jeffrey Kightlinger praised the efforts of the local 


boating, fishing and business community in helping Metropolitan address the boat ramp 


issue.  Since April, Metropolitan has received petitions signed by 1,000 boaters stating they 


would be willing to help fund an extension through increased fees. 


“Cooperatively exploring proposed solutions to the boat ramp situation has allowed 


us to build on our partnership with the local community,” Kightlinger said. 


Under today’s board action, lake user fees will be gradually increased over the next 


five years to help offset the costs of extending three lanes of the existing 11-lane ramp by 


228 feet.  Metropolitan estimates increased parking and launch fees would help recover in 


five years the estimated $1.1 million in construction costs to complete the ramp.   


Construction of the ramp extension is tentatively scheduled to begin in October and 


be completed as early as February 2010.  In the meantime, Metropolitan plans to continue 


seeking other potential grant and funding sources to help cover the construction costs. 


Nearly doubling the region’s surface water storage capacity when it was dedicated in 


2000, Diamond Valley Lake has a storage capacity of 810,000 acre-feet of water, with a surface 


water elevation of 1,756 feet above sea level.  Since the lake reached its capacity in June 2006, 


Metropolitan has relied heavily on Diamond Valley Lake’s stored supplies to meet member 


agency needs, dropping lake levels by more than 100 feet. 


The lake currently holds about 347,000 acre-feet, with plans to possibly increase stored 


supplies by year’s end.  An acre-foot of water is nearly 326,000 gallons, about the amount used 


by five to seven people in a year. 


### 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California is a cooperative of 26 cities and water agencies serving 19 million 
people in six counties.  The district imports water from the Colorado River and Northern California to supplement local 
supplies, and helps its members to develop increased water conservation, recycling, storage and other resource-management 
programs. 
 








 
 
 
 


 
Note to editors:  A digital photograph of Thomas P. Evans is available upon request. 
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July 14, 2009 
 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY WATER OFFICIAL  
SEATED ON METROPOLITAN BOARD 
 


Riverside County water official Thomas P. Evans was seated today on the board of 


directors of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. 


Evans will represent Western Municipal Water District on the 37-member Metropolitan 


board.  He succeeds S.R. “Al” Lopez, who represented Western on Metropolitan’s board since 


January 2008. 


A member of Western’s Board of Directors since January 2007, Evans currently serves as 


board president.  The division he represents on the Western board consists of southeast Riverside 


and March Air Reserve Base. 


Evans serves on several Western board committees, including liaison committees for the 


city of Riverside and Eastern Municipal Water District.  He also represents Western on the board 


of the Western Riverside County Council of Governments and is an alternative on the Santa Ana 


Watershed Project Authority. 


With 35 years of experience in water, electric and gas utility management, Evans retired 


in 2005 as the city of Riverside’s interim city manager.  Previously, he served as the city’s 


director of public utilities for four years.  He served as a director for both the Southern California 


Public Power Agency and the Northern California Power Agency. 


He serves as a member of the Riverside East Rotary Club and as a volunteer 


counselor for SCORE, an organization designed to counsel small business owners.  He is a 


past board member of both the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce, where he was past 


chair of the Leadership Steering Committee, and Smart Riverside.  


Born in Atlanta, Ga., Evans earned a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering 


from the University of California at Davis and a master’s degree in business and information 


systems management from Golden Gate University. 


more . . . . . 
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He and his wife, Marcia, reside in Riverside.  They have two adult sons. 


### 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California is a cooperative of 26 cities and water agencies serving 19 million 
people in six counties.  The district imports water from the Colorado River and Northern California to supplement local 
supplies, and helps its members to develop increased water conservation, recycling, storage and other resource-management 
programs. 
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Water wholesaler to fund in-the-red rebate 
program into coming fiscal year 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, July 14, 2009 


By JANET ZIMMERMAN 
The Press-Enterprise 


Southern California water managers agreed Tuesday to fund millions of dollars in pending rebate applications 
for low-flow toilets and other conservation devices and approved another $19 million to pay for the program for 
the coming fiscal year. 


The vote by Metropolitan Water District's board of directors in Los Angeles was good news for several vendors 
who said they have laid off employees after waiting more than six months for payment. 


MWD's "SoCal Water$mart" program ran out of money in June because rebate demand had tripled in the past 
year, exceeding the original $20 million budget by about $34 million. The rebates were available to customers 
of Southern California water agencies that buy supplies from MWD, including parts of western Riverside and 
San Bernardino counties. 


"We're making changes in the program so that we don't have this situation happen again," said Randy Record, 
a board member representing Eastern Municipal Water District in Perris. 


Those changes include lowering incentive amounts by half and maintaining an online rebate-reservation system 
that would alert customers to how much money is left in the program. 


Rebate funding was in question last month for commercial vendors and for 20,000 residential customers who 
bought high-efficiency toilets, clothes washers, artificial turf, climate-sensitive irrigation controllers and special 
sprinkler heads. At the time, the program was thought to be $24 million in the red. But a board-ordered 
internal audit showed that valid pending claims for 2008-09 total $14.2 million. 


Vendors who have installed water-saving devices for customers expecting rebates can expect payment within a 
month, said Debra Mann, MWD's assistant general manager and chief operating officer. 


"We learned our lessons on how to move forward with this," she said. 


The three-year, $75 million program will save 300,000 acre-feet of new supplies over the next 20 years, she 
said. One acre-foot equals almost 326,000 gallons, enough to supply two typical families for a year. 


The board's action allows continued conservation rebates for customers of Western Municipal Water District, 
serving Corona, Norco, Moreno Valley, Murrieta, Lake Elsinore, Canyon Lake, Temecula and part of Riverside. 
Customers of Eastern, which serves Moreno Valley south to Temecula, and Inland Empire Utilities Agency in 
San Bernardino County, also are eligible. 


"It's so important to say to the customers through incentives that they've got to change behavior in the way 
they use water. We're very grateful they continued the program," said John Rossi, Western's general manager. 
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MWD is aiming to save 1.1 million acre-feet per year of water -- equivalent to the demands of the cities of San 
Diego, Los Angeles and San Francisco -- by 2025. Before the rebate program, the agency failed to reach its 
annual goal; with the rebates it exceeded the annual goal by 80 percent, according to a staff report. 


Reach Janet Zimmerman at 951-368-9586 or jzimmerman@PE.com 


Rebates 


Information on Metropolitan Water District's conservation rebate program is available at socalwatersmart.com/. 
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Water-rate hikes proposed for Visalia customers 


 
Staff reports  


California Water Service Co. has filed for rate increases in Visalia totaling 61.6 percent over three 
years, starting in 2011 at the earliest. 


The California Public Utilities Commission will consider the proposal, which was announced Tuesday. 


Cal Water supplies all of Visalia's drinking water from groundwater aquifers. Any rate increase will 
require an 18-month review process. 


As proposed, the average residential customer's monthly water rate in Visalia would go up $4.96 in 
2011, an additional $6.21 in 2012 and another $6.21 in 2013. 


"We are extremely sensitive to the current state of the economy, and we work hard to operate as 
efficiently as possible," said Paul Mirwald, district manager for Cal Water in Visalia. 


A range of conservation tools and assistance for low-income customers are available from the 
company, Mirwald said. 


Cal Water officials report that improvements in the system, including the installation of 16,757 water 
meters to replace flat-rate services in the city by 2012, necessitate rate increases. 


There is no guarantee that the PUC will grant the full increase Cal Water has requested. In fact, 
history dictates that the commission allows only a portion of most proposed increases. 


Cal Water serves about 135,000 people through 39,200 service connections in Visalia. It has been 
the water-service provider for Visalia since 1927. 


Additional Facts 
Information 


For more on California Water Service Co.'s proposed Visalia rate increase, call 624-1620 or 310-257-
1435, or visit www.calwater.com. 
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