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OTTIE ASHLEY MOTTE 1917-2009 Ottie Ashley Motte, matriarch, the last member of her generation of the 
pioneer Motte and Ashley families, died Thursday of natural causes at her Perris home. Ottie was 92. Ottie and 
her late husband Charles were the founders of Motte Rimrock Preserve in Perris. In the '60s, they created the 
reserve adjacent to their beautiful home on the hills west of Perris. The Rimrock Reserve totals more than 1,000 
acres in the University of California Reserve system. Charlie and Ottie donated more than 500 acres of that and 
are the founder's and creator's of the reserve. It is used today as a teaching Reserve by UCR to measure nearby 
urbanization effects on species, and is an integral part of the Riverside County Multiple Species Plan. Ottie and 
Charles were also major benefactors to many institutions and individuals. They helped Riverside Community 


Hospital, the Diocese of San Diego and later the Diocese of San Bernardino, St. James Church and School and many other 
organizations and individuals. Most of the help was done anonymously. Ottie and her late husband, Charles, were major farmers 
and land owners in the Nuevo, Lakeview, Romoland, Perris and Menifee Valleys and were key players in the lawsuit brought by 
local land owners against the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California when they tunneled through the San Jacinto 
Mountains cutting off groundwater supplies to the area. That lawsuit resulted in a favorable settlement that led to the creation of 
the Eastern Municipal Water District ("EMWD") which now serves about 650,000 people in central Riverside County and is the 
Inland Empire's largest water company. Ottie came to Nuevo about eighty years ago with her mother Alice. Ottie attended old 
Nuevo School and Perris High School. Their family lived across the street from the school, just west of Rosary Avenue. Ottie 
helped her mother take care of their very active family. Ottie remembered vividly the wonderful relationship that all of the children 
and young men and women had during a time of no TV or movie theatre. During these difficult times they had each other, their 
friends and neighbors. They did have radio and records. The young people entertained themselves in a completely wholesome 
way with picnics, ball games, potlucks and dances. Ottie and Charlie, John and Evelyn Motte and Frank and Judy Motte were 
organized in business as the Motte Brothers. They accumulated and farmed more than 6,000 acres in the Perris Valley in the late 
1930s, '40s and '50s. Frank and Judy left the firm in '60s and Charlie and Ottie retired from farming years later, selling the farming 
operation to nephews John and Leon Motte. Charlie and Ottie and John and Evelyn Motte divided their holdings between them. 
Charlie and Ottie continued to own vast acreages after that. Charlie and Ottie loved to play golf, play cards with friends and travel 
in the United States and abroad. Having no children of their own, they loved their nieces and nephews as if they were their own. 
They especially loved taking their nieces and nephews with them in their travels. Ottie was Charlie's partner in life and 
passionately supported his farming activities and later his real-estate development and investment efforts. Ottie Mae Ashley Motte 
was born May 21, 1917 in Wichita Falls, Texas. Ottie was one of seven children. Her twin sister died at birth. Ottie's other siblings, 
Ethel Mason, Virgil Ashley, John "Lucy" Ashley, Joyce "Cotton" Ashley, Geraldine Ashley and Robert Ashley, all preceded her in 
death. Ottie is survived by many nieces and nephews who she loved as her own children including Melissa Greenwood of Menifee, 
Sandra and Bob Walker of Mariposa, County Supervisor Marion Ashley and his wife Mary of Perris, Michael and Terry Ashley of 
Nuevo, Cassie Stewart of Murrieta, Alex Stewart of Murrieta, Charles and Nancy Condosta of Rancho Cucamonga, Robert 
Condosta of Loomis, Leon and Darlene Motte of Romoland, Yvonne Johnson of Carlsbad, John and Ann Motte of Perris, Franklin 
and Emma Motte of Moreno Valley, Jonathan Motte of Nuevo, Janet and Jim Barberie of Nuevo, Frank and Karen Smith of 
Homeland, Marvin Smith of Oklahoma, sisters-in-law, Edde Ashley of Menifee, Dr. Theda Ashley of Platte, Kansas and dozens of 
great-nieces and great-nephews. Rosary service and viewing will be held Sunday, July 12th from 5:00 pm till 7:00pm, with a 
Rosary service at 6:00 pm in the evening at Miller-Jones Mortuary, 26770 Murrieta Road in Menifee-Sun City. Funeral services will 
be Monday, July 13th at 2:00 pm in St. James Catholic Church in Perris. Memorial donations in Ottie Motte's name, may be made 
to the Perris Valley Historical Society and Museum, 120 4th Street, Perris, CA 92570 OR The St. James Catholic Church Building 
Fund, 260 W. 3rd Street, Perris, CA 92570 
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Riverside County supervisors considering 
reducing developers' fees 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Monday, July 13, 2009 


By JULIA GLICK 
The Press-Enterprise 


Riverside County supervisors could cut in half the fees that homebuilders pay to fund libraries, fire stations, 
parks, roads and other needs of growing communities. 


Supporters of reducing development impact fees say the proposal, which comes before the board today, would 
create jobs and help revive the region's battered housing industry. Some skeptics have questioned whether 
lower fees would achieve much, given the region's ongoing foreclosure crisis and collapsed home values. 


The fee reduction would last one year. Supervisors are scheduled to introduce the measure today and could 
vote to adopt it as soon as next week. 


"We believe this is the right thing to do right now," said Mark Knorringa, CEO of the Riverside County chapter 
of the California Building Industry Association, which helped craft the proposal. "Housing is a big, big part of 
the economy that needs to be reinvigorated. And it's a tremendous job generator." 


Lower fees would give developers incentive to build, he said. 


Beaumont, Corona, Menifee and Perris recently cut their impact fees for set periods of time, according to 
information from the chapter. 


No San Bernardino County governments have adopted such fee reductions. However, the Baldy View chapter of 
the Building Industry Association encouraged cities to do so at a conference last week. County government 
uses a different fee structure so such cuts would not apply, said Baldy View Deputy Executive Officer Carlos 
Rodriguez. 


Riverside County spokesman Ray Smith said the impact of proposed fee cuts to the county budget would 
depend on how effectively the measure promotes new homebuilding. 


"Potentially, it could be a couple million dollars," he said. "But the idea is to stimulate the economy, and if we 
are able to do that and get some people back to work, then it is a positive impact." 


The proposal would shave about $2,000 off the roughly $4,000 fee for building one home in the Eastvale area 
of the county, Knorringa said. That's just an example because fees vary from one part of the county to another, 
he said. 


The county projects that new single-family home permits will decline to about 2,000 in 2009. The high was 
almost 30,000 in 2005. 


Supervisor Bob Buster said many residents have contacted him saying they oppose cutting fees for builders. 
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Buster told supervisors in April that he would rather see a plan that gives the break to homebuyers, not 
builders. He said Monday that he was still skeptical but willing to support the proposal because it's temporary. 


"If it can get something started in the next year, then the loss of fees in exchange for the new jobs and the 
economic development could balance out," Buster said. "But it's not something I would support for the long 
term." 


Reach Julia Glick at 951-368-9442 or jglick@PE.com 


Fee cuts 


Riverside County supervisors will consider a proposal to cut in half the fees that homebuilders pay for infrastructure and community facilities. 


When: Starts 9 a.m. today 


Where: Board chambers, 4080 Lemon St., Riverside 


For the agenda: www.clerkoftheboard. co.riverside.ca.us/agendas/2009.htm 


Watch online: http://bosvideo.co.riverside.ca.us/ 


ppportal/agenda/webcast.aspx 
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ELIAS: State's water woes flashback to 1970s   
By THOMAS D. ELIAS 


We are starting to see the summer water picture for California ---- and it's looking a lot like the late 1970s. 
Or, to put it another way, it's beginning to look a lot like Bolinas almost did. 
 
That's right, chances are much of the rest of California will soon be following the plan put in place and later 
rescinded by Bolinas, the funky town not too far north of San Francisco in coastal Marin County. Best 
known for its populace of aging hippies, artists, lawyers and others seeking refuge from crowded urban life, 
Bolinas was rescued by an unexpected late-March storm that suddenly refilled its key reservoir. 
 
Bolinas isn't often first with anything. But because it has no access to supplies from the state Water Project, 
the federal Central Valley Project or the San Francisco-owned Hetch Hetchy reservoir system and 
aqueduct, Bolinas uses only local supplies. 
 
Before the unexpected late-season rains, the key Bolinas reservoir was at risk of running dry before the 
next rainy season, likely to start in November or December. 
 
So Bolinas adopted California's toughest water rules: Residents were to use no more than 150 gallons per 
day, 4,500 per month. That amounted to about a 25 percent cutback from normal usage of about 208 
gallons per day per water hookup. Violate the rule once or twice and nothing much would happen to 
residents. But supplies could be cut off on a third violation. 
 
The Bolinas rules are now in abeyance, but they were only a little bit tougher than what many other places 
might soon be seeing, despite a few late rains. 
 
In the Central Valley, cities like Folsom and Roseville are weighing water use cutbacks. Farmers are 
fallowing fields because allocations from the state Water Project and the federal Central Valley Project 
remain low. The East Bay Municipal Utility District, covering much of Alameda and Contra Costa counties, 
has now raised prices because water use there has been cut back so much. That's right: Use less and pay 
more. 
 
But the most visible water-use reductions might be coming soon in Los Angeles, which has its own 
aqueduct running from the Owens Valley on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada mountains. 
 
Despite heavier than usual rains in February and March, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa has not backed off 
proposed water use restrictions involving a tiered pricing system punishing consumers and businesses that 
fail to conserve even beyond today's levels, which see average use down almost 15 percent from the levels 
of the 1960s. 
 
"The level of severity of this drought is still severe," he said. "We have to move quickly." 
 
No one can be sure whether Villaraigosa's plan was not at least partially motivated by politics. Just re-
elected to a new four-year term as mayor he had been seen as a strong contender for the Democratic 
Party's nomination for governor, until he back out of the race last month. Had he entered, he would have 
been the only Southern Californian in a crowded field running for an office that's been held exclusively by 
Southern California politicians since the 1960s.
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No Los Angeles mayor, not even the long-serving Sam Yorty or Tom Bradley, has ever been elected 
governor. That's been partly because of regional animosity stemming from a Northern California sense that 
water from that region has been "stolen" by Central Valley farmers and Southern California cities. 
 
A vigorous approach to water rationing can only help Southern Californian politicians in the north, where 
Southern California is viewed as a profligate water waster ---- even by people who use unlimited water 
during droughts because their homes don't feature water meters. 
 
Vigorous is surely an accurate term for what Villaraigosa has instituted: sprinkler use limited to twice a 
week, with a likely cut to once; no hosing of sidewalks or parking areas; water use in decorative fountains 
and ponds only if they feature a recirculating system; no washing cars with hoses without a self-closing 
shut-off device; no watering lawns between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., and fines for allowing excess water to flow 
onto sidewalks, driveways, streets or gutters. If things get worse, there would be no refilling of swimming 
pools and spas. 
 
All this implies imposing a "water cop" system like that employed in the '70s, when water department or 
water district inspectors roved widely looking for violations. 
 
The ultimate penalty for repeated offenders would be a water supply cutoff. 
 
That's the immediate water future for much of California. Not a pretty sight, but it worked in the 1970s and 
there's no reason to believe it can't work again ---- unless the rest of the state gets the same kind of 
reprieve Bolinas did. 
 
THOMAS D. ELIAS is a Santa Monica-based political commentator and author. Comment online at 
nctimes.com or contact him at Tdelias@aol.com.
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UCI to size up, help forecast state’s water supply 
July 14th, 2009, 6:00 am · posted by Gary Robbins, science writer-editor 


 


Northern California makes its way to Southern California. 


UC Irvine has been awarded $2.5 million to use satellites and field research to 
more accurately determine how much water exists throughout California, and 
how its distributed through various natural and artificial means. 


The money came from the UC Office of the President, which is paying UCI earth 
system scientist Jay Famiglietti to help develop more advanced models of 
California’s current water supply, and how much the state is likely to have in the 
future. 


Much of the research will focus on sizing up how much water is contained in 
everything from groundwater tables to soil. 


The work has potentially large public policy consequences for Southern 
California, where 18 million people rely on varying degrees of imported water. 


“There’s been too large of a gap between decision makers and scientists over 
the water situation in California,” says Famiglietti, who is heading up UCI’s new 
Center for Hydrology Modeling. “We’re going to help bridge that gap.” 


Follow Sciencedude on Twitter at grobbins and on Facebook at 
facebook.com/garyrobbins 
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