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Camp Pendleton unveils system to reuse 
treated wastewater 
6:55 PM | June 24, 2009 


Camp Pendleton officials Wednesday formally dedicated an upgraded water treatment system that includes 
one of Southern California's most ambitious uses of recycled water. 


As part of a $48.8-million upgrade, treated wastewater will now be used on landscaping, horse pastures and 
the base golf course. Plans are to expand the water use to carwashes and to toilet facilities in enlisted 
quarters. 


"We're going to continue to march ahead: This is the first step," said Marine Col. Gary Storey. 


The goal is to decrease the amount of fresh water used on the sprawling base and the amount of so-called 
gray water pumped into the Pacific Ocean. 


The base has been under court order to improve its treatment facilities. Like much of the base's 
infrastructure, the water system dates back to the 1940s and '50s. 


The base uses 6,000 to 7,000 acre-feet of water each year, most of it from wells and the San Luis Rey 
River. An acre-foot of water is enough for two families for a year. 


The facilities unveiled Wednesday have a capacity to provide 1,700 acre-feet a year of treated wastewater 
to sites throughout the base. The primary contractor on the project was CDM, based in Cambridge, Mass. 


-- Tony Perry  


 



http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2009/06/camp-pendleton-officials-wednesday-formally-dedicated-an-upgraded-water-treatment-system-that-includes-one-of-southern-califo.html
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Community Reacts To PWP Rate Increase 
Posted By Administrator On June 24, 2009 @ 9:49 am In COMMUNITY SECTION, Community News, Government, 
Government Now, LATEST NEWS, NEWS NOW, News | 2 Comments 


Although more than 25 community residents and business owners showed up to offer their opinions on the 
Pasadena Water & Power’s (PWP) proposed water rate increase at the June 8 City Council meeting earlier this 
month, less than half were present at the public hearing continuation earlier this week. 


In the time between the two meetings, the PWP suggested and posted possible modifications for the original 
proposal. But at the continued public comment portion on June 22, only seven individuals approached the 
podium to tell the City Council their thoughts on and suggestions for the recent modifications to the PWP rate 
increase. 


Following the public comment period, the City Council unanimously approved the modified edition of the 
original PWP proposal. The modifications include phasing in a flat fee increase over a three-year period instead 
of a two-year period, providing a credit to consumers in Blocks 4 and 5 for revenues that exceed the actual 
penalty costs imposed by the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) and providing rate relief from Block 5 for 
efficient water consumers. 


David Powell, one of the residents who spoke at the meeting, is disappointed in the City Council for moving 
forward with the modified proposal so rapidly, and maintains that there was no time for public analysis of the 
suggested modifications. 


“The first time the modifications saw the light of day was when they were posted on the City’s Web site on 
Thursday evening,” he said. “I didn’t have time to fully digest them and others didn’t either.” 


“There are a lot of unanswered questions,” Powell continued, “and I didn’t see any of them addressed.” 


Nancy Nelson, who also spoke at the June 22 public hearing on the proposal, agreed. Nelson believes the 
“people’s voice was dismissed with one fell swoop of unanimous consent by the city government.” 


“The modifications are the only check and balance that is in place and we will have to wait and see how this 
will affect the city,” she said. 


But it was the community’s input at the June 8 meeting that pushed the PWP to suggest the adopted 
modifications, believes Paul Little, Pasadena Chamber of Commerce President. The public’s voice was vital in 
the passage of the adjusted proposal, he said. 


“Had there not been input from individuals, the Chamber, large customers and ratepayers, I expect the 
original recommendation likely would have passed,” Little said. 


That said, the modifications are not strong enough, Little believes. 


“I think the three year phase in is a step in the right direction, but really doesn’t go far enough to help PWP 
customers from having to make cuts elsewhere to adjust for the significant increase in water costs they will 
see over the next couple of months,” he said. “The three year proposal moves in the right direction but really 
isn’t enough to mitigate the significant impact to residential and commercial customers.” 


But the City Council’s decision was not without supporters. Michael Hurley, the seventh speaker during the 
public hearing on Monday, said Tuesday that he believes the Council did what they had to do and is now 
hopeful the City will figure out a plan for water use and availability in the challenging decade ahead. 


“Although painful, it was the proper thing to do,” he said. “If you don’t recover your costs, you are not going 
to be able to do the proper planning necessary to get us through this difficult fiscal situation.” 


Now that the proposal has passed, Mary Dee Romney, of Pasadena, believes that residents should keep an 
eye on City leadership and concern themselves with the future of water in Pasadena. 
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“It’s not about what people feel anymore about water rates, it’s about Council leadership and seeing to it that 
Southern California gets the water it needs,” she said. “Council leadership is very important now. They need to 
work with agencies to make sure water is getting down here; they need to figure out where do we get the 
water and how do we get it.” 


Article printed from Pasadena Now: http://pasadenanow.com/main 
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The Central Valley 
June 24, 2009 
 
Delta Flows: The Good, the Bad, the Confused and the Ugly 
by Dan Bacher  
Wednesday Jun 24th, 2009 2:26 PM  
 
Here is the latest Delta Flows, the Weekly Highlights from Restore the Delta, written by 
Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla, campaign director of Restore the Delta.  
 
"Restore the Delta has heard rumblings from Sacramento that legislation calling for the 
peripheral canal will be introduced any day now in some type of water bond package," said 
Barrigan-Parrilla. "However, the details of financing such a project will be delayed until a later 
date. Can our legislators really be thinking about creating a bond without working out the 
financing when California is on the brink of complete financial collapse?"  
 
Barrigan-Parrilla is advising all Restore the Delta Supporter to plan on attending the Assembly 
water, Parks and Wildlife Committee on propose Delta bills on July 7, 2009 at 9 a.m. in Room 
4202.  
 
"The numerous proposed Delta bills will be heard as a package," she said. "As final language 
becomes available through the end of the month, we will share our findings with you so that 
you can prepare to comment at this hearing."  
 
Greetings!  
 
"In a time of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act." ---George Orwell  
 
Reaching Restore the Delta  
 
During the recent move, Restore the Delta has been on and off line multiple times due to 
technical difficulties, and has also had problems and interruption in phone service. We are just 
beginning to recover from all the various forms of technical drama and are working to be in 
regular communication. We thank you all for your patience.  
 
The Good, The Bad, The Confused, and the Ugly  
 
Many different legislative initiatives have been appearing at both the Federal and State level 
centered on solving the Delta crisis. This newsletter is dedicated to analyzing these efforts.  
 
The Good 
 
First, the good. After a great deal of consultation with our Delta supporters, Restore the Delta 
has decided to support Senator Lois Wolk's Conservancy Bill SB 458. We believe that it is one 
piece of a multi-prong effort toward improving governance, funding, and most importantly 
future management of the Delta. This conservancy bill provides, thus far, the best 
representation of Delta interests within the structure of a state conservancy.  
 
We also applaud Senator Wolk's consistent effort to remind her colleagues that Delta 
communities and people have to be part of any future governance changes within the Delta.  
 
While Restore the Delta does not believe that a conservancy alone will solve the primary crisis 
in the Delta - the crisis of poor water quality and insufficient flows. But a well funded 







conservancy that represents Delta farming and ecological interests, along with more than 
adequate fresh water flows into the Delta and a permanent reduction in exports, can help to 
bring about Delta restoration.  
 
Our one question for the Senator regarding the bill, however, still relates to fees. We want to 
see fees paid into the conservancy to be used only for Delta conservancy projects.  
 
More good. Last week on the floor of the US Congress, Congressman Mike Thompson (D - 
District 1) and Congressman George Miller (D-District 7) successfully defended the Delta and 
salmon fisheries from an exemption to the Endangered Species Act. In a tight roll call vote last 
week, the House voted "no" on Congressman Nunes' s amendment to the Commerce, Justice, 
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2010 to override the biological opinion on 
salmon.  
 
The Bad  
 
The June 2, 2009 Federal Salmon Biological Opinion calls for the restoration of river flows into 
the Delta as part of salmon preservation and restoration. This report, which includes the best 
available science reviewed by five independent science groups including the CalFed Science 
Board, has angered Central Valley Congressman Devin Nunes (R-District 21) and 
Congressman Dennis Cardoza (D-District 18). They blame the economic hardship experienced 
by people in their disricts on a lack of Delta water flowing into their communities.  
 
Never mind that the Westlands Water District has received 86% of its promised water 
deliveries this year and that agricultural employment is at an all time high in Fresno County. 
As reported back in May, the primary driver of unemployment in the Central Valley is the 
sharp decline in construction. In contrast, the California commercial salmon industry is 
experiencing 100% employment as a result of years of excessive water exports from the 
Delta.  
 
Staff members from Congressman Cardoza's office also told Restore the Delta that the science 
for the biological opinion was inadequate and that Congressman Cardoza is introducing 
legislation for yet another "comprehensive study" of what is causing the real decline in the 
Delta.  
 
While Restore the Delta staff concurs with Congressman Cardoza's staff that municipal 
discharge into the Delta has a horrible impact on water quality and that the State Water 
Resources Control Board should enforce water quality standards, without adequate fresh water 
flows into the Delta the municipal discharge problem is exacerbated and salinity increases. As 
far as we can tell, the goal behind this comprehensive study is to once again shift 100% blame 
for Delta water quality and quantity problems onto the people of the Delta, rather than using 
the best available science to begin policies of enforcement throughout the entire California 
watershed.  
 
Part of Congressman Cardoza's district is made up of constituents who live in the secondary 
zone of the Delta. Restore the Delta is deeply disappointed that Congressman Cardoza has 
brushed aside his Delta constituents in order to protect the corporate farming portion of his 
District.  
 
The Confused  
 
What was even more disturbing is that Congressman Jerry McNerney (D-District 11) 
abandoned his Delta constituents and voted in favor of the Nunes amendment. Congressman 
McNerney's staff said that it was a difficult vote for the Congressman and that he was 







concerned about water deliveries for the City of Stockton and Stockton East water users.  
 
Unfortunately, Congressman McNerney did not consult with Restore the Delta staff and other 
area activists on suggestions for helping agencies in need of water in San Joaquin County. 
Instead, he chose one group of constituents against the majority of his supporters and voters 
in San Joaquin County. Even worse, he voted against the Delta farming and fishing economies.  
 
The people of the Delta have a long memory, and we will keep a close eye on Congressman 
McNerney's votes from this day forward.  
 
The Ugly  
 
Restore the Delta has heard rumblings from Sacramento that legislation calling for the 
peripheral canal will be introduced any day now in some type of water bond package. 
However, the details of financing such a project will be delayed until a later date.  
 
Can our legislators really be thinking about creating a bond without working out the financing 
when California is on the brink of complete financial collapse? Are they really so desperate to 
say that they have solved the water needs of California as a way to divert public anger over 
their inability to fix the budget? Can they really be thinking about spending billions to build a 
pipe to move water from the north to a limited number of corporate Central Valley farmers 
while passing on the expense to California water rate payers?  
 
Can they be using seismic threat and climate change as the excuses for building this pipe, 
when seismic threat and climate change could bring about even greater damage to one central 
pipe that is 2.5 football fields wide, rather than a Delta with a disperse levee system? Can 
they be thinking about building a pipe that will destroy thousands and thousands of acres of 
prime farm land that produces food for all of California? Can they be thinking about building a 
pipe that will be wider than many areas of the actual Sacramento River? It seems so.  
 
That is why we are asking all our Restore the Delta supporters to plan on attending the 
Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee Hearing on proposed Delta bills on July 7, 2009 
at 9 a.m. in Room 4202. The numerous proposed Delta bills will be heard as a package. As 
final language becomes available through the end of the month, we will share our findings 
with you so that you can prepare to comment at this hearing.  
 
It's time to let our legislators know that we want real solutions to break dependence on Delta 
water exports and to create new water supplies for our neighbors throughout California. It's 
time to let them know what a bad idea the peripheral canal is for the environment, Delta 
communities, and the state budget.  
 
Restore the Delta is working everyday through public education and citizen activism to ensure 
the restoration and future sustainability of the California Delta. Your general contribution can 
help us sponsor outreach events, enable us to educate Californians on what makes the Delta 
so special, and assist us in building a coalition that will be recognized by government water 
agencies as they make water management decisions.  
Restore the Delta is a charitable 501(c)3 organization. Donations are tax deductible.  
 
Restore the Delta is a grassroots campaign committed to making the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta fishable, swimmable, drinkable, and farmable to benefit all of California. Restore the 
Delta - a coalition of Delta residents, business leaders, civic organizations, community groups, 
faith-based communities, union locals, farmers, fishermen, and environmentalists - seeks to 
strengthen the health of the estuary and the well-being of Delta communities. Restore the 
Delta works to improve water quality so that fisheries and farming can thrive together again in 







the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla  
Restore the Delta  
Email: barbara [at] restorethedelta.org  
Web: http://www.restorethedelta.org  
 



mailto:barbara@restorethedelta.org

http://www.restorethedelta.org/
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REGION: El Nino could signal drought's end   
By DAVE DOWNEY - ddowney@nctimes.com 


Just as residents of San Diego and Riverside counties start adjusting to life with lawn-watering restrictions, 
there are signs California's drought may be coming to an end next winter. 
 
Climate scientists say conditions are ripe for the formation of an El Nino over the Pacific Ocean, an 
intermittent weather condition that brings wet winters to the southern United States. 
 
And that means there is a good chance Southern California will get above-normal rainfall next year. 
 
It also means Mother Nature may dump huge amounts of snow on the Sierra Nevada mountains, the 
source of much of the region's water, though that is less certain, scientists say. 
 
"There are no guarantees, but we're unlikely to have another dry winter," said Dave Pierce, climate 
researcher at UC San Diego's Scripps Institution of Oceanography, in a recent telephone interview. 
 
Even if a flurry of storms were to deepen the snow drifts in the Sierra, there are no guarantees that watering 
rules would be lifted for summer 2010, local water officials said. That's because court-ordered restrictions 
on water deliveries from Northern California, which made this year's mild drought worse than it otherwise 
would have been, are expected to stay in place. 
 
Still, there is reason to look forward to the weather phenomenon that tends to return every five years or so.
 
"It generally means significant drought relief for Southern California when you have an El Nino," said Doug 
LeComte, a drought expert with the National Weather Service's Climate Prediction Center in Camp Springs, 
Md. 
 
"It greatly increases the odds for heavy rains in the southern part of the state next winter," he said. 
 
Careful what you wish for 
 
The emerging conditions in the central Pacific also could trigger a thickening of the Sierra snowpack in the 
northern part of the state, after three consecutive winters of below-normal snowfall. 


Surf crashes through the pilings of the Oceanside Municipal Pier in 2004. Another El Nino, a 
periodic weather condition that brings wetter and sometimes harsher winters, may be brewing, 
scientists say. (NCT file photo) 
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But LeComte said the impact on snow amounts will depend on how large the El Nino becomes. 
 
If it gets to be a monster like the one in 1997-98 that dumped more than 30 inches of rain on parts of 
Southern California, it would spread higher-than-normal precipitation all around the state, refilling parched 
reservoirs, LeComte said. Area residents receive a large chunk of their water from the Sierra. 
 
A moderate El Nino, on the other hand, might only increase precipitation in Southern California without 
doing anything for points north. 
 
Of course, the fledgling El Nino could do more than replenish reservoirs. 
 
"Be careful what you wish for: You could get lots of flooding from El Nino, too," LeComte said. 
 
Indeed, some of the region's worst floods occurred during storms spun off from El Ninos. An example was 
the massive January 1993 flood that left Old Town Temecula under 4 feet of water and mud. 
 
El Nino is essentially a heating-up of ocean water along the equator, off the west coast of South America. It 
gets its name from the Spanish reference for the Christ child, because it tends to peak around Christmas. 
 
But the condition begins building long before then. 
 
And the equatorial waters have been warming for the past five months, said Michelle L'Heureux, a 
meteorologist at the national climate center. 
 
At the start of the year, our weather was controlled by a La Nina condition that is marked by cooler-than-
normal ocean water and gives us dry weather. By early June, the water along the equator had warmed by a 
half-degree Celsius ---- 1 degree Fahrenheit ---- above normal. 
 
If the water continues to warm, and if prevailing easterly winds along the equator weaken in response, 
L'Heureux said, later this summer the climate center will declare that an El Nino has arrived. 
 
The ocean's temperature is important because the central Pacific is the engine for the North American jet 
stream. The jet is a narrow column of air six miles above the earth where winds blow extremely hard and 
funnel storms into areas along its path. 
 
Strong El Ninos tend to pump moisture into the jet stream and steer it south of its normal track, across the 
southern tier of the United States. 
 
That tends to funnel storms right through Southern California. 
 
Even a normal winter is welcome 
 
But while it is easy to get excited about more rainfall in a drought, Bill Patzert, a climate scientist at NASA's 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, cautioned against expecting too much. 
 
"This is a long shot," Patzert said. "If we compare it to the El Nino of '97-'98, this one is pretty puny. We're 
definitely hungry for a wet winter. But at this point it looks like El Wimpo." 
 
To be sure, the emerging El Nino has the look of a moderate one, said Pierce, of the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography. 
 
"But it's better than a La Nina," Pierce said. "At this point, I think we'd be OK with a normal winter." 
 
John Liarakos, a spokesman for the San Diego County Water Authority, which distributes the bulk of water 
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that San Diego County's 3 million residents use, said any boost in rainfall would be welcome. 
 
But don't expect watering restrictions to disappear anytime soon. 
 
"The restrictions are going to be in place for at least the next year, regardless," he said. 
 
The problem, said Peter Odencrans, spokesman for Riverside County's Eastern Municipal Water District, is 
that rain can help only so much. That's because much of the reduction in water deliveries from Northern 
California was the result of environmentally based, court-ordered restrictions on pumping from the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin delta. 
 
"We do not have just a weather drought, but a regulatory drought as well," Odencrans said. 
 
And the regulatory drought is forecast to continue. 
 
Call staff writer Dave Downey at 760-745-6611, ext. 2623.
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Hemet adopts 'difficult' $85 million budget 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Tuesday, June 23, 2009 


By MICHAEL PERRAULT 
The Press-Enterprise 


HEMET - The City Council on Tuesday evening adopted an $85 million budget for the coming fiscal year that reflects the economic 
slowdown and plummeting revenue. 


Nearly $8 million will be trimmed from police, fire, administration, parks and the library compared to last year's budget, said Len Wood, 
interim city manager. 


Council members unanimously OK'd the budget, which includes a broad range of staff reductions and spending cuts. Many reductions 
were decided on late last year, followed by more in recent months, Wood said. 


"This was probably the most difficult budget I've seen in the last 14 years," Councilwoman Robin Lowe said. 


Like other cities, Hemet has experienced dramatic declines recently in development fees, sales and property taxes and other revenues. The 
situation was further complicated because so many significant cuts had to be made in two previous budget years, according to an analysis 
by Wood and Thomas Kanarr, interim finance director. 


The Police Department's budget will plummet to $16.2 million, from $19 million last year. The Fire Department will decline to $9.3 
million from $10.8 million. Together, public safety will have about 28 fewer employees than last year. 


The fiscal 2009-10 budget includes $1.6 million in cuts to salary and benefits still being negotiated with employee unions, city officials 
said. They could come through possible cuts to benefits and salary, layoffs, furloughs or a combination of all three. 


The city's $33.8 million general fund cuts include about $1.4 million from community development, $600,000 from administration and 
$500,000 from community services. 


Hemet officials are hoping for about $770,000 in federal stimulus money and another $312,000 in state grants. 


The number of city employees will drop to 332 in fiscal 2009-10, from 432 positions in fiscal year 2006-07. That's a 23 percent decline. 


Council members have volunteered to cut 10 percent from their $807 monthly stipends; the city treasurer will take a 10 percent cut; and the
city manager and department heads have all agreed to a 6.7 percent cut in benefits. City Attorney Eric Vail has reduced costs by $300,000. 
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Hemet extends interim city manager's contract during hiring 
search 
 


 
10:00 PM PDT on Wednesday, June 24, 2009 


By MICHAEL PERRAULT 
The Press-Enterprise 


HEMET - Interim City Manager Len Wood's yearlong contract has been extended three months, giving city officials more time to wrap up 
recruiting efforts to find a permanent replacement. 


Wood, 65, signed an employment agreement last year slated to run through June 30. 


On Tuesday, Hemet City Council members voted unanimously to extend the contract until Aug. 30, and it can roll over until someone is 
hired. The city has received 87 applications for the job and hopes to hire someone by the end of August. 


Wood's extension contract calls for him to take a 5 percent salary reduction, part of a 6.7 percent reduction in overall benefits that 
numerous city officials have agreed to in light of the economic slowdown. 


Wood's contract last year called for him to be paid $230,000, plus various benefits and use of a car. 


City officials began looking for a new city manager in March 2008 when former City Manager John Davidson left after 16 months on the 
job. The council authorized paying Davidson $233,080 as a settlement for his departure. 


Wood temporarily took on the position after he retired, having served stints as city manager at Rancho Palos Verdes and Claremont. He 
also was interim city manager in Colton, Bell, La Palma, Signal Hill and Goleta. 


Wood has more than 24 years of experience and has authored six books on local government. 


Wood was living in Rancho Palos Verdes before agreeing to take the position and live in a city-owned mobile home at Simpson Park. 
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Report: Invasive mussels  
costly to Tahoe economy  
  
The Associated Press  
  
Posted: 06/24/2009 08:00:20 AM PDT  
  
Updated: 06/24/2009 10:10:37 AM PDT
RENO, Nev.—Lake Tahoe's economy could lose  
millions in taxes and tourism revenue if invasive  
mussels become established in the lake's famed blue  
waters, according to a new report.   
  
The report prepared by the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers estimated that the Tahoe economy could  
suffer an annual loss of $22 million because of lost  
tourism, declining property values and maintenance  
costs associated with the mollusks, according to a  
Reno Gazette-Journal story published Wednesday.   
  
"This is just so frightening," said Allen Biaggi,  
director of the Nevada Department of Conservation  
and Natural Resources and chairman of Tahoe  
Regional Planning Agency's policy board. The  
agency was scheduled to discuss the report's  
findings this week.   
  
Quagga mussels first turned up in Lake Mead in  
early 2007 and have spread to other waters in  
southern Nevada and California. Zebra mussels were  
discovered in a reservoir about 250 miles from  
Tahoe in January 2008.   
  
The mussels have wildlife officials around the  
country on alert because once they become  
entrenched, they multiple quickly and there's no way  
to get rid of them.   
  
Experts said that if the mollusks establish  
themselves, they could forever alter Lake Tahoe's  


sensitive ecosystem, clog water intakes, encrust  
boats and docks and cover now-pristine beaches  
with sharp, smelly shells. Biaggi also said they  
could eventually spread down the Truckee River to  
Pyramid Lake north of Reno. 


Lake Tahoe regulators instituted boat inspections  
for the mussels last summer, including mandatory  
checks for vessels from other areas. When boats exit  
the lake, a seal is fixed between the boat and trailer.  
If the seal is intact when the boat launches again, no  
new inspection is required. 


Regulators imposed a fee-based program this June  
to ensure that inspections continue. Over the  
Memorial Day weekend, inspectors decontaminated  
six boats for invasive mussels. 


Biaggi said stopping the mollusks is the agency's  
second priority for protecting the lake that straddles  
the Nevada-California line, topped only by the  
prevention of catastrophic wildfires. 


"Anytime you get something that can't be undone,  
that rises to a higher level," said Phil Brozek, senior  
project manager for the Army Corps of Engineers.  
"I've heard people say it's the most important issue,  
maybe because it's irreparable." 


In addition to the invasive mollusks, the Army  
Corps report also said at least 20 nonnative species  
have established in the Lake Tahoe region. Ted  
Thayer, the agency's natural resource and science  
team leader, said there was also concern that Asian  
clams, more common in the lake than previously  
thought, could discharge calcium that in turn could  
encourage establishment of the quagga and zebra  
mussels. 


Often, one species can facilitate another" by  
creating an environment favorable to other  
nonnative plants or fish that then compete with  
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native species, Thayer said.   
  
Controlling their spread and preventing the  
introduction of other invasive species are necessary  
to keep the lake's ecology in balance, he said.


Page 2 of 2Report: Invasive mussels costly to Tahoe economy - San Jose Mercury News


6/25/2009http://www.mercurynews.com/news/ci_12679014?nclick_check=1





