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Author lays out plan to restore the Salton Sea

Terria Smith
terria.smith@thedesertsun.com

For close to two decades the deteriorating ecosystem of the Salton Sea has become a fact of life in
the Coachella Valley.

Notorious for the smell of dead fish and birds, killed by agricultural runoff pollutants, the once-popular
leisure site is no longer a destination for many.

Beachside hotels have long been boarded up.
But some believe there is still hope for the Salton Sea.

In author Irv B. McMurren's ideal world, the Salton Sea's ecosystem would be restored to a healthy
condition and the valley would prosper because of it.

“Back in the '60s when | used to drive all the way back (to the Coachella Valley) from dove shooting
in Yuma (Ariz.), the sky above the Salton Sea was black from geese ... | remember there was water
skiing and there was the yacht club. It looked like a nice place to be,” McMurren said.

In McMurren's novel, “Just Imagine: Restoration of the Salton Sea,” the environmental health of the
sea is restored.

McMurren believes this could be a reality, and his supporters say his ideas about the sea could be on
target.

The Rev. Dr Amanda Burr, pastor at United Methodist Church of Palm Springs, said the book is easy
to read and effective in giving information in the context of a story.

“He's not just giving you a list of facts,” Burr said.

McMurren, who attends the church, is selling the book independently for $17.95, and donating $4.95
of each sale to the church.

McMurren lays out a hypothetical plan in the book for restoring the Salton Sea by creating a canal
from the sea to the Gulf of California. The canal would be built by a partnership between a U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and Mexican laborers.

In the book fish come into the Salton Sea from the Gulf of California. Water from the gulf helps clean
the sea. The bird population would return.

In this happily-ever-after mode, tourists travel down the sea's canal to Baja and tribes along the sea
benefit from riverboat gaming.

“I'm enjoying the whole darn scenario,” McMurren said. “I just want to see the darn thing happen.”

McMurren said he understands that the Salton Sea Authority has its own ideas for cleaning up the
sea. But a goal of his book is to encourage public awareness.

“All I want to do is get people talking again, because they've stopped talking about the Salton Sea,”
McMurren said.

http://www.mydesert.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090619/NEWS01/906180361&template=printart  6/19/2009
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Additional Facts

Buy the book

“Just Imagine: Restoration of the Salton Sea” by Irv B. McMurren

Cost: $17.95 per copy ($4.95 of each purchase will be donated to the United Methodist Church of
Palm Springs)

Order: Call (760) 322-3277 or mail 255 N. El Cielo, Suite 140-252
Palm Springs, 92262

http://www.mydesert.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20090619/NEWS01/906180361&template=printart  6/19/2009
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City, POA, merchants consider how to save water

By Shannon Weatherford
Reporter, The Friday Flyer
shannon@goldingpublications.com

Canyon Lakers may have to brace themselves for higher water rates beginning July 1 if the
proposed increase by the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District is adopted during a public
hearing set for next Thursday, June 25. Residents are invited to attend the hearing, which will
take place at 4 p.m. at the district office, located at 31315 Chaney St. in Lake Elsinore. The
district will adopt the increases unless a majority of residents protest the new rates in writing.

If the rate increase is adopted, those residents who attended the City’s Water Summit a few
weeks ago may have a leg up on their neighbors after being treated to a wealth of information
about ways in which they can conserve water in the face of the state’s water crisis. From
demonstrations of low flow irrigation devices to seminars offered by EVMWD and Eastern
Municipal Water District, residents were provided with real-life solutions to cope with
tightening restrictions of the area’s most precious resource.

But while the focus of the day’s event was to educate and inform the public, the duty to
conserve water in Canyon Lake also falls on the shoulders of local government and businesses,

resident
as well as the Property Owners Association. After all, how can the community’s leaders ask for discusses

and expect cooperation from residents if they themselves are not doing their part in drought
conservation efforts? As residents who attended the Water Summit learned, those groups are :)?;irtas”t
making concerted efforts to reduce their water usage and not simply saying, “Do as | say, not with
as | do.” experts
at the

The City of Canyon Lake has installed drip irrigation in all parkways and medians as well as recent
recently replanting the medians with drought-tolerant plants. The City also has taken the extra | water

step of utilizing reclaimed water from the retention basin located next to the Canyon Lake Sumhmit
Country Club. Both of these improvements, says City Manager Lori Moss, have resulted in ?mfvnee
water and cost savings to the City. Center.

The City recycled trimmings from the recent maintenance of median and parkway trees and
bushes into wood chips, which were then placed in the median to be used as muich; mulch
helps the soil retain moisture. The City also has taken its conservation efforts indoors, converting all the
toilets located in City Hall from water tanks to non-water tanks by retrofitting them with pressurized flush
system units that require very little water to operate.

The community’s biggest user of water is the Property Owners Association, with acres of parks and
common areas as well as the Golf Course under its jurisdiction. POA Operations Manager Paul Johnson says
that the Association is currently looking into converting as many of its irrigation heads in common areas as
possible to MP Rotator Sprinklers, which can provide a 20 to 40 percent savings over pop-up sprinklers.

In the meantime, several “evapotranspiration” (ET) controllers are being tried out. An ET controller is a
control box that delivers only the amount of water needed to a specific area, based on inputs such as
historical weather data, plant type and soil grade.

Paul says the feasibility of a water-monitoring program is being studied. Such systems can monitor how
much water is needed in each area and adjust irrigation run times based on real-time weather conditions.
The system can immediately identify possible leaks or breaks in waterlines, immediately shutting down a
zone to minimize the loss of water. Paul indicated that such programs are estimated to save 20 to 30
percent. Until such a program is put into place, Paul says that the POA’s landscape contractor, Valley Crest,
utilizes an “on-site irrigator” who visually checks common areas for signs of over-watering and adjusts run
times accordingly.

The biggest water conservation undertaking likely will be the Golf Course, with a complete review of the
irrigation system being conducted this month to help determine what can be done to help reduce the
amount of water needed to maintain the condition of the course. In addition, the Green Committee
currently is studying the course to determine which areas can be converted from turf to drought tolerant
landscaping.

http://www.thefridayflyer.com/story print friendly.php?storyid=12128&storypath=./FF-2009-6-19/storie... 6/19/2009





Story Printed From The Friday Flyer Page 2 of 2

Other steps recently taken by the POA, though on a smaller scale, include the purchase of a water broom
used for cleaning the tennis courts, which uses up to 80 percent less water than the conventional method,
as well as converting several of the park restrooms to low flush toilets and zero flush urinals.

The Merchant Owners Association, which is responsible for the Towne Center, is also looking to do its
part, although the age of the center, which was built in 1968, is somewhat of an impediment, according to
MOA board member Greg Hedrick. While the MOA is trying to get as many of the areas on timers as
possible, retrofitting the control boxes is a difficult process since automatic timers were not the norm in
1968.

The board is currently in the application process with EVMWD to use reclaimed water, something Greg
says they had originally looked into about 10 years ago. At that time, the process was much more stringent,
says Greg, because it was not as beneficial to the water district, because water was more plentiful, or to the
MOA, because the rates were much lower back then. This time around, however, Greg says the process is
much more streamlined and the MOA expects approval to be much easier to obtain.

Another application being investigated is replacing the grass in the center with artificial turf. Greg reports
that the board is currently studying several types of turf to determine the best in terms of looks and
warranty, as well as cost. He points out that artificial turf, while more widely used now than ever before, is
still very costly — and, like everyone else, the MOA is currently on a tight budget.

http://www.thefridayflyer.com/story print friendly.php?storyid=12128&storypath=./FF-2009-6-19/storie... 6/19/2009
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Work under way is prelude to widening Nason Street over
Highway 60
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By DAN LEE
The Press-Enterprise

Work crews have started relocating water pipes as part of a project that will lead to widening the Nason Street bridge over Highway 60 in
Moreno Valley and the reconfiguration of the freeway ramps.

The water pipes and electrical utilities must be relocated before work on the ramps and bridge widening can begin in order to avoid
conflicts, city Deputy Public Works Director Prem Kumar said.

The city is reimbursing Eastern Municipal Water District and Southern California Edison for the cost of relocating their facilities, he said.

Story continues below
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ramp changes

f5_  mOREND
oo g VAL

uca hptis A, '

-
=

Cottonwood Ses

o

=
Ak:zzandro Bl =
=]

THE PRESEENTEHPHEE

The bridge will be widened to four lanes and the freeway ramp configuration changed to accommodate increased traffic in the area, which
in recent years has seen the opening of the Stoneridge Towne Center, which includes a SuperTarget, Kohl's and Office Max, and new
housing tracts built south of Highway 60.

Because of the water pipe relocation, lanes on Fir Avenue will be closed at least through the end of the month.

http://www.pe.com/localnews/inland/stories/PE News Local S enasonl19.44846ad.html 6/19/2009
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In addition to relocating the water lines, Eastern is planning to replace the old 12-inch pipeline with 18-inch pipe to improve service, water
district spokeswoman Betty Gibbel said by phone. The work could be completed by early July, she said.

Moving the water pipe and electrical utilities is expected to cost the city more than $2.5 million combined, Kumar said, but Eastern is

paying for the installation of the larger pipes. Edison plans to remove the company's overhead power lines and place them underground, he
said.

Once that is complete, city officials will begin work on changing the ramps on the south side of the freeway, Kumar said.

Currently the ramps are in a "hook" configuration: Cars exiting the eastbound freeway make a 90-degree right turn before turning back to
connect with Nason Street; vehicles trying to get on the freeway must turn 180 degrees. The new configuration will have the ramps in a
diamond formation, angling off or onto the freeway on either side of Nason Street, Kumar said.

http://www.pe.com/localnews/inland/stories/PE News Local S enasonl19.44846ad.html 6/19/2009
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Governor gets scolded on water
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Published Thursday, Jun. 18, 2009

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger took his balance-the budget stump speech to Fresno today - and got an earful
of water.

After giving a speech on the fiscal travails California is facing because of a gaping budget deficit,
Schwarzenegger took questions from an audience that was heavy with carpenters' union members, local
elected leaders and people who were far more concerned with the San Joaquin Valley's water troubles than
they were about Sacramento's political squabbles.

After a Fresno city councilwoman delivered lengthy comments about the problems the city faces because
legislators and the governor are planning to divert gas tax money from local government to state
government, Schwarzenegger called on a man who identified himself as "a cradle Californian and a Vietnam
veteran."

"If you allow water to flow, you allow dams and canals to be built,” the man said to enthusiastic applause,
"you will raise revenue and you won't need to make cuts."

But, the man continued, since the governor had "refused to address the most important issue ... you have
lost control of your state government."

"l hope you didn't refer to me as saying that | haven't addressed the issue,” Schwarzenegger replied,
"because | think it's very important that everyone know that I've been fighting for water for the last four
years ... but I know that maybe you didn‘t mean that."

"l did mean it," the man shot back.

"OK, so you did mean it," Schwarzenegger replied. The governor then called Victor Lopez, the mayor of the
nearby town of Orange Cove, up on stage to bolster Schwarzenegger's water credentials.

"If there's been anybody that has stood with us, the farm workers, the farmers and the business people of
the whole state of California (on building a better water delivery system) it's been this governor from Day
One," Lopez shouted. "There is going to be victory, because we have the best governor that any state in
this whole nation has ever had!"

After another questioner importuned Schwarzenegger "please don't make us look like Bakersfield," the
governor acknowledged that the water victory would have to wait until there is victory on balancing the
budget.

"We will get a water deal as soon as the budget is done," he said. "But there will never be a water deal until
you get a budget, because you have to pay for it ... It will be on the top of our list ... it has been on the top
of the list for the last three years."

http://www.sacbee.com/1090/v-print/story/1958310.html 6/19/2009
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A carpenter told the governor that a way to put his union members and others to work was "to build more
dams.” And a city councilman from Porterville suggested that Schwarzenegger lead a counter-lawsuit
against environmental groups and others who have filed suits in federal courts that have delayed some
water storage and conveyance projects.

"l have been urging the federal courts to turn on the pumps, turn on the pumps," Schwarzenegger said,
"because | think it's ridiculous that we pay more attention and feel sorry for the smelt and the fish and the
(other) species than for the people of California.”

The governor then excused himself so he could attend a meeting with local mayors. "About water," he
deadpanned.

ShareThis
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HELIX WATER DISTRICT TO IMPOSE LEVEL 2
WATER RESTRICTIONS JULY 1: OUTDOOR
WATERING RESTRICTED TO 3 DAYS A WEEK--
EXCEPT FOR HOUSEHOLDS WITH WATER-
EFFICIENT IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

AT ! By Kate Breece
o - g HWD Public Affairs

Editor’'s Note: Due to a family emergency | was unable to cover this important
a4 hearing. Thanks to Kate Breece at Helix Water District for providing this summary of
“ithe Board’s decision.

La Mesa, CA — Thursday, June 18, 2009 — Due to water the allocation cutback of 8% from the San
Diego County Water Authority, and the continuing regional water shortage, Helix Water District Board of
Directors approved raising the Water Shortage to Level 2 and implementing mandatory watering
restrictions as of July 1, 2009.

The District requires customers to “Pick Three Days and Water Ten Minutes.”

» The * Pick 3 — Water 10” program allows customers to determine the three best days to water on their
property and requires that they only water 10 minutes per irrigation station. These restrictions apply
June through October, with two days of watering per week from November to May.

* This provision does not apply to landscape irrigation systems using water efficient devices, including,
but not limited to: weather-based controllers, drip/micro-irrigation systems, and stream rotor sprinklers.

» Watering of landscaped areas not irrigated by a landscape irrigation system (bucket, hand-held hose
with positive shut-off nozzle, or low-volume non-spray irrigation) will be done on the same schedule.

 Leaks must be repaired within seventy-two hours of notification by the District, unless other
arrangements are made with the General Manager.

* In addition all provisions of Water Shortage Level 1 become mandatory:

http://eastcountymagazine.org/?q=print/1469 6/19/2009
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1) Stop washing down paved surfaces, including but not limited to sidewalks, driveways, parking lots,
tennis courts, or patios, except when it is necessary to alleviate safety or sanitation hazards.

(2) Stop water waste resulting from inefficient landscape irrigation, such as runoff, low head drainage,
overspray, etc. Similarly, stop water flows onto nontargeted areas, such as adjacent property, non-
irrigated areas, hardscapes, roadways or structures.

(3) Irrigate residential and commercial landscape before 10 a.m. and after 6 p.m. only. Irrigation run
time should be adjusted to avoid runoff.

(4) Use a hand-held hose equipped with a positive shut-off nozzle or bucket to water landscaped areas,
including trees and shrubs located on residential and commercial properties that are not irrigated by a
landscape irrigation system.

(5) Irrigate nursery and commercial growers' products before 10 a.m. and after 6 p.m. only. Irrigation of
nursery propagation beds is permitted at any time. Watering of livestock is permitted at any time.

(6) Use re-circulated water to operate ornamental fountains.

(7) Wash vehicles using a bucket and a hand-held hose with positive shut-off nozzle, mobile high-
pressure/low volume wash system, or at a commercial site that reclaims water on-site. Avoid washing
during hot conditions when additional water is required due to evaporation.

(8) Serve and refill water in restaurants and other food service establishments only upon request.

(9) Offer guests in hotels, motels, and other commercial lodging establishments the option of not
laundering towels and linens daily.

In the past, Helix customers have risen to the challenge of specific water conservation goals. It is
anticipated that the proposed rate increases taken in conjunction with mandatory watering restrictions
will produce desirable water conservation efforts. Water waste can be reported to: 619.667.6244 or
conserve@helixwater.org.

More June 2009 Articles News drought Helix Water Stage 2 water restrictions

Source URL (retrieved on 06/19/2009 - 06:02): http://eastcountymagazine.org/?g=node/1469
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Martin pledges clean water worldwide

LA catcher donating $600,000 to foundation fighting poverty
By Ken Gurnick / MLB.com
LOS ANGELES -- Russell Martin is tackling something even more daunting than his season-long offensive slump.

The Dodgers catcher Thursday announced he will donate $600,000 over the next 10 years to the ONE DROP Foundation, whose mission is to
fight poverty by supporting access to clean water. The foundation, Martin explained, also seeks to raise awareness of water-related issues and
of the need to get involved to ensure that good quality water is accessible to all in sufficient quantity.

Martin's announcement coincides with the launch of his official Web site, www.russellmartin55.com. Martin's Web site will highlight his career as
a professional baseball player as well as his efforts to support the ONE DROP Foundation and his local community efforts with the Dodgers. The
site will feature a blog, contests, and links to the ONE DROP Foundation as well as videos of his future visits to foreign countries on ONE DROP
projects.

"We take water for granted, but there are people around the world struggling to get it and that's unacceptable to me," said Martin.

He discovered a connection with the cause after hearing about the goals of ONE DROP's founder, Guy Laliberte, like Martin a native of Montreal
who is best known as founder of Cirque du Soleil. Martin, who is earning $3.9 million this year but does not have a multiyear deal, said he feels
good about the donation he's made.

"You start making money and you can give it to wherever you want, but | wanted something close to my heart," he said. "I was thinking about
what | can do to help ever since | got called up. | wanted to find something important to me. It doesn't get more important than water, and when
you think about it, some people don't have it."

Martin made the announcement at a Dodger Stadium news conference flanked by his father, model/girlfriend Marikym Hervieux and agent Matt
Colleran. Hervieux's sister, Valerie, is married to former Dodgers pitcher Eric Gagne.

Then Martin went out to take batting practice, while manager Joe Torre fielded questions about the two-time All-Star's batting slump. He's
hitting .236 with no homers and 20 RBIs.

"He's working hard on the other end and doing a good job with that," said Torre of Martin's defense. "We talked today. He continues going out
and understanding it's not a lot of fun right now, but we're winning our share of games, and that helps. His throwing is much better and we're
trying to get better at holding runners on."

Ken Gurnick is a reporter for MLB.com. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs.

MLB.com
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Valley Beautiful’s winning garden

WATER-WISE: Former county Supervisor Jim Venable and wife
Mary earned a new distinction — as winners in Valley Beautiful’s
water-wise gardens contest. Their ‘Hummingbird Haver’ yard was
a stop on Valley-Beautiful's recent garden tour and got the most
votes as the top garden by tour astendees. Second place went to
‘Oak Oasis,’ owned by Judie and Alan Maré, and third place went
to ‘Desert Rock Oasis, owned by Amber and Jay Stark. “We think
any one of these three gardens was worthy of first place, and the
vote was very close, Valley Beautiful President Diane Mitchell said
in a news release. ‘All the gardens met our criteria for efficient irri-

gation, minimal turf, and water-wise plant choices’
Courtesy Photo
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West Nile Virus found in dead bird

By Record Searchlight staff
Originally published 12:15 p.m., June 19, 2009
Updated 12:15 p.m., June 19, 2009

A dead bird found in Shasta County has tested positive for West Nile Virus at U.C. Davis.

The savannah sparrow was retrieved in North Redding by the Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District on June 4
and sent to the Davis lab for testing. West Nile Virus, which is spread by infected mosquitoes, has infected at least one
person in Shasta County each year since 2004. The virus, though rare, can be fatal to humans.

The Shasta County West Nile Virus Task Force outlined the following tips to prevent the spread of the virus: Drain
standing water where mosquitoes lay eggs, avoid being outside during dusk and dawn when mosquitoes are most
active, use insect repellents and dress in long sleeves and pants when mosquitoes are active. Public Health officials
advise Shasta County residents to contact their health care providers immediately if symptoms of the virus are present
including high fever, severe headache and stiff neck.
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