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From the Los Angeles Times 


CalPERS plan to spread out losses is OKd 
The pension system's board agrees to temporarily ease payments for schools and local governments. 
By Marc Lifsher 
 
June 18, 2009 
 
Reporting from Sacramento — Despite opposition from the governor, the board of the state's biggest pension fund Wednesday approved 
part of a controversial plan to temporarily ease pension payments for schools and local governments by spreading this year's deep 
investment losses over the next 30 years. 
 
The California Public Employees' Retirement System board also voted to put off until September a decision on whether to do the same 
thing to employer pension contributions paid by the state government. 
 
Prior to the vote, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger had complained in a letter to board members that deferring pension contributions amounted 
to "gambling" that future investment earnings by the fund, known as CalPERS, would grow fast enough to meet retirement obligations of 
state and local government workers. 
 
CalPERS holdings, currently valued at about $184 billion, have plunged more than 20% since last summer. Without Wednesday's action, 
cities, counties and other public entities around the state would have been hit with large increases in their CalPERS contributions next year. 
 
So-called smoothing of the losses means that the increases in 2010 and 2011 would be smaller, saving cash-strapped governments 
millions of dollars in the short term. 
 
The fund's chief actuary, Ron Seeling, defended the tactic as a prudent one to deal with the fallout from an extraordinary global economic 
crisis. "We're not trying to put this off to the future," he said.  
 
Seeling said he hoped that talks with the Schwarzenegger administration over the next few months would make that point clear. In the 
meantime, the 2,000 cities, counties, school districts and other public entities that participate in the CalPERS program would have the 
certainty of knowing what their contribution rates would be two years from now, Seeling said. 
 
Getting some measure of financial assistance is crucial because huge budget deficits are forcing local governments to cut services and lay 
off workers, said Lori Ann Farrell, chief financial officer for the city of Long Beach, the third-largest CalPERS participant. 
 
"Quite honestly, we need your help," Farrell told the CalPERS board, noting that the city's current $19.2-million deficit is projected to rise to 
$75 million over the next three years. 
 
marc.lifsher@latimes.com 
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Conserve or pay 
The Sacramento City Council promises to get tough onwater-
ordinance enforcement 
 
By Cosmo Garvin 


The city of Sacramento wants you to conserve water. And they really mean 
it this time. 


A suite of new outdoor-watering rules kicked in on Friday, June 12. The new 
water ordinance is a lot like the old water ordinance, but city officials say that 
now they are going to be enforced. 


The new rules include: 


• Odd/even watering days. If your address ends in an odd number, you can 
water on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. If your address ends in an even 
number, watering is allowed Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. Nobody gets to 
water on Monday. This rule has actually been on the books for 10 years, but 
wasn’t enforced before. 


• No watering at all between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. during your watering day. The 
old rule was noon to 6 p.m. 


• No washing your car without a shut-off nozzle on your hose. 


• Winter watering will be sharply curtailed. Between November and March, 
you may only water one day a week. Odd addresses get Saturdays, even 
addresses get Sundays. 


The rules say nothing about Slip ’n Slides, kiddie pools and filling up water balloons with the garden hose. “We 
don’t have specific measures to address those activities,” said Mike Malone, field supervisor with the 
Sacramento Utilities Department. “We’d probably discourage them.” 


There will be no water police cruising the neighborhoods looking for water scofflaws. At least, not yet. “That 
may be something we look at in the future, if necessary,” said Malone. But city spokesman Maurice Chaney said 
city personnel are being asked to keep a lookout for abuses. Citizens are also being encouraged to snitch on their 
neighbors. 


“We’re imploring customers to keep their eyes and their ears open, and to call 311 if they see any water waste,” 


 
Running through sprinklers is 
not addressed by Sacramento’s 
new water ordinance, but if it 
was, it would probably be 
discouraged. 
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Chaney explained. You can also call 311 to have someone from the city come to your home and assess your 
water usage and give you some tips for conserving. 


If you get busted, your first offense will earn you just a warning. But it will cost you $25 for the second offense, 
$100 for the third and $500 for each violation after that. You can have that first $25 fine waived if you agree to 
go to a water-conservation workshop similar to traffic school. The new rules also give the Sacramento City 
Council power to declare a “water shortage” and impose additional restrictions in the case of drought or other 
special circumstances. Fines would be doubled during a declared water shortage. 


The new water ordinance has been described as “baby steps” toward water conservation in a region that has been 
historically carefree in its water use. According to the State Water Resources Control Board, residential water 
consumption in the Sacramento region is about 258 gallons per day per connection. In the Bay Area, the rate is 
157 gallons per day, and in Southern California, it’s 180. 


“It’s a small step forward, but it’s not the most significant thing they could do,” said Chris Brown, executive 
director of the California Urban Water Conservation Council. 


It is progress, said Brown, because the city is at least talking about enforcement, something it hasn’t done so far. 
“The approach they’ve taken has some potential for success. It remains to be seen whether they will be serious 
about enforcing it. The first few people that actually get fined, that will start waking people up.” 


Brown said the city might have to get tougher to make a dent in water consumption. “If this doesn’t get people’s 
attention,” he said, “the city may have to consider higher fines.” 


Brown also thinks fewer watering days, going to watering twice a week instead of three days a week, would be 
reasonable. But perhaps the biggest thing the city could do to curb residential water use is to push up its water-
metering program. Right now, the city is planning to have all homes metered by 2025. That means many 
households won’t be metered for a decade or more. 


“So few of their customers are getting any sort of clear price signal right now,” said Brown, adding that just 
introducing a water meter can cut consumption by as much as 20 percent. 


City officials agree that metering is crucial to water-conservation efforts. “We’re exploring opportunities to get 
those in a lot faster,” said Malone. 


Brown also lamented that the city lacks a clear goal for curbing residential water use. For example, the State 
Water Resources Control Board recently unveiled its “20 x 2020 Water Conservation Plan,” to reduce the state’s 
overall water consumption by 20 percent within the next decade. But nothing like that is being articulated to 
Sacramento citizens. 


“We aren’t being told what the overarching goal is, and I think that would really help,” said Brown. “People 
want to do the right thing. If you give them a goal, they will change their behavior to meet it.” 
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Film highlights Ventura River watershed and how it affects people 
By Zeke Barlow  
Wednesday, June 17, 2009  


Before water makes it way through the labyrinth of pipes and canals and dribbles out your tap, do you know from which river it originated? Or where it 
goes when it disappears down your drain? 


If not, you’re not alone. 


“I think the majority of people do not know where their water comes from,” said Paul Jenkin, a local environmentalist and occasional filmmaker. 


Jenkin, along with photographer Rich Reid, are trying to educate people on water, watersheds and why people should care about them. The pair made a 
30-minute movie, “Watershed Revolution,” which premiers Saturday in Ventura. The filmmakers look at the Ventura River, the issues affecting it and 
the people trying to help it. 


They hope the movie highlights the delicate balance of living in the desert that is Southern California with decreasing water supplies. 


“We like to surround ourselves with green lawns and we live in a desert,” Reid said. 


Jenkin had been giving slide shows on the issues facing the Ventura River for years, and decided he wanted to diversify his presentation. Reid, a former 
instructor at Brooks Institute of Photography, borrowed a high definition camera from the school and the pair headed out to the river. 


The film features Jenkin and six other activists in the work they do along the river. It highlights Rick Bisaccia as he patrols the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy; Sara Benjamin as she educates children on the value of a wetland; and Ben Pitterle as he encourages people to get involved in a 
conservation project. 


The movie shows how Ventura is different from other cities in Southern California in that it doesn’t get any water from the state — all its water comes 
from the Ventura River and Lake Casitas. It’s a blessing and a responsibility, Jenkin said. Residents need to learn about the river’s challenges, such as 
pollution, habitat restoration and endangered species. 


Reid shot some of the film using time-lapse photography, which shows the clouds and river and stars moving over many hours compressed into just a few 
moments. He trekked with all his gear, a car battery and an umbrella to remote locations, setting up his cameras to take hundreds of photos over an eight-
hour time frame. One cold night, his equipment froze. Another time, he was hoping to catch a rainbow in front of the Matilija Dam and had to go back 
three times to get the right mixture of light, mist and color. 


The result paid off — with dramatic images of the intersection of people, wildlife and water. 


The real message of the movie plays out in the first few minutes of the film. 


The opening sequence asks a number of people on the street if they know where their water comes from or what a watershed is. The people are mostly 
clueless that a watershed is the land area that drains to a particular river. 


“I think in general people are fairly disconnected from those basic fundamental life sources that we depend on — food and water,” Jenkin said. “Things 
are pretty easy for us in this spoon-fed society.” 


They hope to get the movie into various film festivals up and down the coast to show how Ventura can be a model of how to protect an ever-precious 
resource. 
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Photo Gallery: Following Our Water From The Hoover 
Dam To Southern California 


| Text Size: + 


While researching our story Vanishing Act: How We Get Our Water... And Why It's Almost Gone, we 
compiled more than 200 images as we followed the water from the Hoover Dam to your water faucet. 
Unfortunately, we were only able to use four in the story. But some of the photos were too good to 
disappear forever, so we've compiled a small slideshow of some of the best ones here. Check it out! 
 


 


   


 
Also, here's an image that is just too good not to post. Taken from the top of a hill overlooking a water 
pumping plant, it shows the pipes carrying water down the hill from a reservoir, and a man-made lake 
off to the left.


 
Related Stories: Metropolitan Water District, Long Beach Water Department 


 
Nikol 
Beautiful! 
 
E. Smith 
This is the Gene Camp, California PUMP plant on the Colorado River Aqueduct of the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California. It is NOT a treatment plant. There are major differences 
between the two. 
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Ryan Z 
E. Smith, you're right, our apologies. The error has been corrected 
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Green Gadgets 6/18/09  
Hunter’s MP Rotator sprinkler delivers uniform streams of water for turf, 
plants 
Posted: 04:00 AM PDT Thursday, June 18, 2009 
BY SAM BENNETT  


 
Although western Oregon gets plenty of rain, water conservation 
becomes increasingly important when summer arrives.


Hunter Industries of San Marcos, Calif., has used a patented 
technology to develop a multi-stream sprinkler that the company 
claims is able to use up to 30 percent less water than a conventional 
sprinkler.


John Wascher, a product manager with Hunter Industries, said the 
company’s sprinkler heads create efficiency through “distribution 
uniformity” – spreading the water evenly.


The MP Rotator sprinkler has individual grooves cut into each head, 
designed to release water different distances. In traditional sprinklers 
with one hole for water distribution, Wascher said, water is lost 
through misting, through overwatering or from being blown astray by 
winds. “The MP Rotator can combat wind because each stream has 
more energy,” he said.


“The MP Rotator system boosts efficiency up to 80 percent,” said 
Wascher, referring to the amount of water that is absorbed and not 
wasted. “The true magic behind the nozzle is how it delivers the water 
– at a much lower rate.”


The MP Rotator distributes on average about four-tenths of an inch of 
water per hour, compared with the industry average of about 1 to 1½ 
inches, Wascher said. The typical absorption rate of a lawn is about 
three-tenths of an inch per hour. Most lawns need approximately 1½ 
inches of water per week.


The company has six sprinkler head types with adjustable arcs that 
range from 90 to 360 degrees.


The systems can be used for turf or plants. Wascher said the 
company’s clients include the South Waterfront neighborhood, 
Tualatin Water District, the city of Boulder, Colo., and the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.
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More than a drop in the bucket 
Businesses and residents expected to conserve or bear burden of increasing water costs  


By Joe Piasecki 06/18/2009  


Facing drastic increases in the price of water, Pasadena City Council members are expected to decide Monday how 
much of those costs will be passed on to residents and businesses — the average household facing a hike of about $10 
per month, and larger users tens or even hundreds of dollars more.  


Shortages have compelled the Metropolitan Water District, the source of more than 60 percent of the water that 
Pasadena Water and Power provides for customers, to raise its prices this summer, meaning that current Pasadena rates 
(already inadequate to cover current costs) would fall vastly short of recovering PWP’s increased supply costs.  


“The whole paradigm has shifted in regard to water. We must confront it,” PWP General Manager Phyllis Currie told 
council members and dozens of concerned residents and business owners at the June 8 council meeting.  


Both PWP and MWD use a tiered rate structure, meaning those who use more water pay a higher rate for it. If Pasadena 
does not cut back its water use by at least 10 percent, PWP will be stuck with not only a 20 percent overall cost 
increase, but also penalty rates imposed by the MWD for excessive use.  


The proposed new PWP rate structure would increase the price of water at higher tiers to cover costs or encourage 
conservation and, although rates for the lowest tiers would stay the same to reward those who already conserve, tier 
ceilings would be lowered, explained PWP Assistant General Manager Shari Thomas. 


In addition to higher water rates, PWP is also looking to alleviate operational deficits by increasing its fixed 
Distribution and Customer Charge by 50 percent this year and 35 percent the next. That’s $4.15 per month now and 
another $3.82 in July 2010 for most households, while small businesses would see overall increases of $73 per month 
or more.  


Chamber of Commerce President Paul Little criticized the proposed rate hikes as an unnecessary burden on small 
business owners already facing other fee increases from City Hall on top of recession conditions.  


“Clearly, this is not about conservation, it’s about revenue protection,” said Little, who has asked for delayed 
implementation of rate increases.  


Council members are considering that idea and other alternatives to rate hikes, but each is problematic. Suspending the 
annual $2 million-plus transfer of water proceeds to the general fund would exacerbate the city’s $6 million operating 
deficit, and eliminating the highest penalty rate tiers for large users would transfer more of a cost burden to average 
residential customers, many of whom are already conserving. 
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TurnTo23.com 
Water Experts: Conserve Now Or Pay Later 


People Are Urged To Conserve 
Water 
POSTED: 5:51 pm PDT June 17, 2009 
UPDATED: 9:22 am PDT June 18, 2009 


BAKERSFIELD, Calif. -- As temperatures rise, so does water usage. Water 
experts warn if people don't start conserving now, they will pay for it later.


Florn Core, water resources manager for the city of Bakersfield, said every 
summer water demand triples over what it does in the winter time. Majority of that water used for outside sources.


Even though water can beautify the outside of your home, it can be costly. Southern California residents already know about 
that, because of the severe drought looming over the state, they have been asked to cut back on their outside water usage to 
two days a week.


Core said we are not at the rationing point but we are in conservation mode.


"Bakersfield is in a very good situation as far as water supply is concerned because we have several imported water 
programs, as well as the Kern River. On top of that, we are over a ground water basin where we can store water in the very 
wet years and extract it in the very dry years," said Core.


Currently, city is in one of those very dry years, the bone dry Kern River is proof of that. Levels in the area have dipped 30 
percent below normal levels said Core.


"Which translates into not really less water, but more cost to pump and those costs will be passed on to the consumer," said 
Core.


So water levels don't dip any lower, there are many gadgets on the market to help conserve.


Experts say you can start by planting plants that only need to be water a few times a week, there are several water saving 
hoses on the market and even for inside the house, there is a shower head that has a pull string to turn off.


Just making little changes can save you hundreds of dollars and thousands of gallons of water every year.


Copyright 2009 by TurnTo23.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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