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City's water wasters, watch out 
mweiser@sacbee.com  


Published Wednesday, Jun. 17, 2009 


 
The grand Craftsman for sale on 38th Street in east Sacramento looked every bit as wonderful as its $1.1 
million asking price. It was nonetheless a scofflaw. 


At 11 a.m. Tuesday, the 3,600- square-foot home was violating a new city rule that bans landscape 
irrigation between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


It also broke another rule in place for at least a decade: Sprinklers were flooding the gutter halfway down 
the block, violating a basic ban on water waste.  


As the city rolls out new watering rules, it faces a daunting task: Sacramentans, who enjoy life at the 
confluence of two major rivers, have grown accustomed to limitless access to water – a regional perk that 
may now be history. 


To hold onto its ample water rights, and to gain state approval for future water projects, Sacramento must 
demonstrate it uses water wisely. That's one reason for new watering rules, which are modest by California 
standards. 


Spreading the gospel will be difficult. 


Within just a few blocks in the well-educated neighborhood around the Craftsman, violations were easy to 
find. 


The owner of the Craftsman wasn't home to answer questions about the over-watering. 


Not far away, on 47th Street, 86-year-old Fred Troxel was apologetic about sprinklers running on his front 
lawn at 11:20 a.m. – another violation. 


"I'll get that changed right away," Troxel said. "A lot of people are probably in the same situation as me. 
They're probably not aware of this yet." 


Indeed, few Sacramento residents seem to know that, in the decade since the last major statewide drought 
in the early 1990s, landscape watering is allowed in the capital city only on alternate days. 


Odd-numbered addresses, whether home or business, may water on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 
Even-numbered addresses get Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. No one waters Mondays. What's new as 
of last Friday is that the daytime watering ban has been extended two hours in the morning; it now runs 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., even on designated watering days. 


Also new: Cars can be washed only on designated watering days, and only with a shut-off nozzle. 
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The biggest change comes this fall. When standard time is in effect, usually November through March, 
landscape watering will be allowed only once a week: Saturday for odd addresses, Sunday for even. These 
are permanent changes, not drought-related, and apply only to property owners who pay water bills to the 
city of Sacramento. 


Though much of California is experiencing a third year of drought, the city of Sacramento never declared a 
water shortage this year or imposed specific drought-related watering limitations. 


Instead, new rules are intended to move the city into alignment with standard practices throughout the 
state. Money savings are one benefit: The city could save millions of dollars in pumping and treatment 
costs. 


City spokesman Maurice Chaney said employees have seen more water-waste reports to the city's 311 
phone hotline since the new rules began Friday, and they have responded with more educational visits. 


Because the rules have been in place only five days, he did not yet have numbers available to illustrate the 
increase. 


The city has begun running public service announcements on two local radio stations, but has not yet 
directly alerted customers. That will happen with an insert in next month's utility bills, Chaney said. 


The city also activated a new, educational Web site, www.sparesacwater.org. 


"We have left some courtesy door hangers letting people know water waste was observed," he said. 
"Beyond that, our goal is to educate customers, so we haven't issued any violations at this junction." 


The Utilities Department has three water conservation specialists to chase down violations. But all city 
workers and residents are being encouraged to report water waste. 


Parks and Transportation personnel also are getting directives to improve conservation efforts. Landscaping 
will follow a three-days-a-week water schedule, and parks are to be irrigated at night. 


An exception was seen Tuesday at Bertha Henschel Park in east Sacramento, where sprinklers chattered 
over a patch of grass at high noon. 


Maintenance foreman Sheryal Leonard said the system was being tested after a broken valve was replaced. 
That kind of maintenance-related water use does occur routinely in many parks, she said. 


But parks are billed for actual water use by the Utilities Department, she said, so it has an incentive to 
conserve. 


"Obviously it's more and more to our advantage to watch what we water," she said.  


ShareThis  


Call The Bee's Matt Weiser, (916) 321-1264. 
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Desert Water Agency may tap cash reserves to slake financial 
thirst 


 
Rasha Aly 
The Desert Sun  


Desert Water Agency officials are looking into dipping into the operating fund reserves for next year, 
fishing for $1.9 million to cover expenses for uncompleted capital projects. 


The agency's board of directors approved a budget of more than $69 million for fiscal year 2009-2010 
with a 4-0 vote during its Tuesday meeting. Board vice president Ronald E. Starrs was absent. 


A number of things contributed to having to use the reserves, agency General Manager David Luker 
said. 


The recession has not spared the agency, which serves Palm Springs, parts of Cathedral City and 
some outlying areas of Riverside County. 


With an increase in home foreclosures, fewer people are paying water bills, Luker said. And the 
building industry, which has slowed considerably, no longer generates the amount of money it once 
did for the agency. 


New expenses are another reason for using reserve funds, Luker said. 


Officials have had to pay $70,000 “just to keep using the trucks we already have,” he said. They 
needed to retrofit the vehicles to meet new air-quality regulations that went into effect this year. 


And while conservation helps with saving water, it also has an adverse effect on business, he said. 


However, the budget can change, finance director Martin S. Krieger pointed out. With state officials 
trying to balance the state budget, the figures for the agency's budget could change depending on 
how much money the state needs. 


This fiscal year has also been financially challenging for the agency. 


Although the books haven't officially closed for the 2008-09 year, earlier this year the agency looked 
at taking about $6 million out of its operating and general fund reserves for this year ending June 30. 


To keep up with expenditures, the agency also cut costs. 


Two jobs in the engineering department were not filled, employee benefits were cut during the past 
two years and this year's employees did not receive cost-of-living increases, Luker said. 
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Drought is ending but water rates increase 
EBMUD board votes in two-year hike 


by Geoff Gillette 


When the drought surcharge levied on water users throughout the area ends July 1, homeowners won't see a big change in their bills because at 
the same time a new rate increase will begin. 


At their June 9 meeting, members of the East Bay Municipal Utility District Board of Directors adopted a two-year budget that will show a 15 
percent rate increase, broken up over the two years. 


The increase means that on July 1, homeowners will see a jump of about $2.88 per month on an average water bill. In the second year, it is 
estimated that the increase will be $2.71 per month, bringing the average water bill up to $38.66 per month. 


EBMUD spokesman Charles Hardy said the directors approved the budget with an eye on maintaining good water conservation while at the same 
time dealing with a revenue shortfall that has grown over time. 


"The shortfall is primarily due to the slowing of the housing market economically and the lack of water sales, which is one of our key ways of 
raising money," Hardy explained. 


The utility has seen a decrease of $30 million due to the stagnant housing market and the declining water sales. At the same time EBMUD is 
dealing with more than $16 million in added costs in areas like debt service for capital projects, self insurance and employee salaries and 
benefits.  


Hardy said that while there are ongoing projects that they will continue to fund, the utility is continuing to cut back on spending as a means of 
dealing with the slowed economy and its effects. 


"Our new budget freezes 150 positions that won't be filled. It (the budget) made a number of cuts to things, from employee bonuses to delaying 
some projects," he said. 


The news isn't all bad though. Hardy said the directors have concluded that the drought is ending, which means they were able to roll back the 10 
percent drought rate surcharges that had been levied over the past two years. So residents who were paying the surcharges last year may not 
see any actual change to their bills next year and some may see a slight decrease.  


Under normal circumstances, the district has a water supply of around 600,000 acre-feet in its reservoirs. When that number drops below 
450,000, a water shortage emergency is declared and increased surcharges can be imposed.  


Hardy said they are projecting the water supply to reach 540,000 acre-feet. In addition to ending the drought surcharge, the increased supply also 
means that mandatory water rationing has been scaled back to voluntary only. He added that they are still asking consumers to continue to cut 
down their water consumption.  
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Regional residents prove water-wise landscapes are winners 


 
RIVERSIDE, CA – JUNE 16, 2009 – Inland Empire residents wanting to reduce water use in their yards can still 
have a lush and green landscape. To find out how, they often need look no further than just around the corner – at 
their neighbor’s yard. With our region and the entire state in the midst of water supply challenges and shortages, 
seven local residents have proven that using California-friendly plants for landscapes not only look great, but 
conserve precious water resources at the same time.  
 
The idea is quickly catching on. In recognition of their creative effort, Western and contest partners Eastern 
Municipal Water District, Inland Empire Utilities Agency, and other participating water agencies recognized local 
residents on June 10 as part of the second annual Western Water-wise Landscape Contest. “This year’s contest 
included an eligibility area of more than 1,300-square miles,” said Western Board Member S.R. “Al” Lopez, on 
hand for the event. “With nearly 100 entries received, it’s clear that customers want to help save water.” 
 
The winning contest entries for this year include: 
 


• Regional 1st Place:  Matt & Hillary Pruitt, Riverside 
• Regional 2nd Place:  Mariah Ho, Menifee 
• Regional 3rd Place:  Tim & Laura McPherson, Fontana 
• Local for Western Municipal Water District:  David & 


Leanne Austin 
• Local for Eastern Municipal Water District:  Mariah Ho 
• Local for Inland Empire Utilities Agency:  Tim & Laura 


McPherson 
• Local for City of Corona:  Doris Calderon 
• Local for Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District:  


Maryanne Johnson 
• Local for Rancho California Water District:  Bill 


Silverthorn 
• Local for Riverside Public Utilities:  Matt & Hillary Pruitt 


 
“Conserving water during these times of drought remains one of the biggest challenges facing our region,” said 
Eastern Board President Ron Sullivan, also on hand for the event. “All of the entries recognized illustrate that 
adopting water-wise landscapes can save water and look beautiful at the same time.”  
 
Western offers a complimentary copy of Water Wise Gardening for the Inland Empire, an educational CD that 
teaches how to save water with beautiful plants. Customers can pick up a free CD at Western’s offices in Riverside 
and Murrieta. There is a limit of one CD per family while supplies last. For more information on how to be water-
wise, call the Water Use Efficiency Hotline at 951.789.5086 or go online at wmwd.com. 
 
Additional ideas, exhibits, resources and information can also be found at Western’s water conservation garden, 
Landscapes Southern California StyleSM, located adjacent to Western’s office at 450 E. Alessandro Blvd. in 
Riverside; Eastern’s brand new water conservation garden at 2270 Trumble Road in Perris; Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency’s Chino Creek Wetlands & Educational Park at 6075 Kimball Avenue in Chino; and Riverside Public 
Utilities’ Kathleen M. Gonzales Memorial Waterwise Garden at 3025 Madison Street in Riverside. 
 
 


(more) 
 
 


Eastern Board President Ron Sullivan (third from left) 
and Western Board Member S.R. “Al” Lopez (fourth 
from right) recognize landscape contest winners. 
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Public Affairs Office contacts: 
 
  Tedi Jackson     Peter Odencrans 
 Western Municipal Water District   Eastern Municipal Water District 
 Mobile: 951.809.5942; office: 951.789.5055  Office: 951.928.3777; mobile: 951.205.8742 
 


 Mike Bacich     Meggan Reed 
 Riverside Public Utilities    Rancho California Water District 
 Office: 951.826.5422; mobile 951.312.7950  Mobile: 951.526.6961; office 951.296.6922 
 
 Sondra Elrod     Greg Morrison 
 Inland Empire Utilities Agency   Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District 
 Mobile: 909.993.1747    Office: 951.674.3146 
 
 Rob Johnson 
 Corona Department of Water & Power 
 Office: 951.736.2407; mobile: 951.830.2518 
    


 
 
 


Western Municipal Water District provides water supply, wastewater disposal and water resource management to the 


public in a safe, reliable, environmentally sensitive and financially responsible manner. 


 


 


# # # 


 


 
 


 
450 E. Alessandro Boulevard, Riverside, California 92508   Main No.: 951.789.5000   Fax: 951.780.3837 


www.wmwd.com 
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Prosecutors say NV water  
officials aware of fraud  
  
By SANDRA CHEREB Associated Press Writer  
  
Posted: 06/16/2009 10:49:00 AM PDT  
  
Updated: 06/16/2009 01:06:45 PM PDT
RENO, Nev.—A northern Nevada irrigation district  
official under indictment on federal fraud charges  
conceded he knew water deliveries to farmers were  
being falsified, a federal prosecutor and government  
agent said in court documents.   
  
David Overvold, a project manager for the Truckee- 
Carson Irrigation District, acknowledged to  
investigators that the practice "has been going on  
for a while," and he did nothing to stop it, court  
records show.   
  
But Overvold maintained he never directly ordered  
any employees to "write-off" water, according to  
Robert Eric May, a special agent for the U.S. Interior  
Department's Office of Inspector General.   
  
Overvold, the district's lawyer, Lyman McConnell  
and two irrigation district employees—John Baker  
and Shelby Cecil—were named in a 10-count  
indictment handed up in December 2008 by a  
federal grand jury in Reno. Cecil since has died.   
  
Federal prosecutors accuse them of carrying out a  
scheme from 2000-05 to alter water delivery data to  
earn special "efficiency credits" that would entitle the  
district to more water and reduce a court-ordered  
water debt owed to the Pyramid Lake Paiute tribe.   
  
If convicted, they face up to 20 years in prison for  
each of three counts of falsification of records and  
five years in prison for each of seven counts of false  


claims, false statements, and for conspiracy to  
defraud the United States. The men have said they  
are not guilty of the charges. 


An irrigation district supervisor, Diane Baley, told  
federal agents she became aware of the water write- 
offs in 2002, when she noticed Fallon-area farmers  
placing unusually large water orders at the end of  
the season that were "mathematically impossible" to  
deliver at once without causing flooding or wasting  
water, May said. 


The district delivers water from the Truckee and  
Carson rivers in canals and ditches to farmers and  
ranchers around the high desert town of Fallon, 60  
miles east of Reno. 


Baley, a supervisory engineering technician, said  
she instructed employees to stop accepting orders  
that included write-offs, but she was later told by  
McConnell that the orders should be processed. 


Baley, according to court documents, repeatedly  
expressed concerns to water district managers  
about the write-offs, and was once told by Overvold  
that it wasn't her problem and to mind her own  
business. 


She said it was farmers who initially asked that their  
water deliveries be "written off" because they were  
led to believe by the irrigation district that the U.S.  
Bureau of Reclamation, which owns the century-old  
irrigation system, would reduce their water the next  
year if they didn't use their full allotment, the report  
said. 


Baley added, however, that it was the district's  
responsibility not to allow it. 


The interview reports were among a stack of  
documents filed by the government in response to  
allegations by Overvold's lawyer, Craig Denney, that  
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the criminal case should be dismissed because of  
prosecution abuses.   
  
Denney, a former federal prosecutor in Reno, has  
charged that May improperly coached and  
influenced witnesses, and altered witness  
statements, tainting grand jury proceedings and  
robbing Overvold of his right to due process.   
  
He also has maintained the case hinges on the word  
of disgruntled "ditchriders"—irrigation district  
employees who ride along the canals to ensure the  
safety of the earthen berms and record water meter  
readings.   
  
In responding documents filed June 10, Assistant U. 
S. Attorney James Keller countered that Denney's  
claim is "wholly undermined by his own slicing and  
dicing of isolated statements of detailed interviews,"  
and that the criminal charges are backed by  
numerous witnesses and evidence.   
  
"The evidence is not limited to ditchriders," Keller  
wrote. "It is not even limited to TCID employees. Mr.  
Overvold admitted to knowing about and condoning  
the practice of writing-off water, and recognized the  
benefit in doing so."   
  
Trial is scheduled for February 2010.
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EDITORIAL: Water hogs should pay higher rates   
By The Californian Opinion staff -- CalOpinion@californian.com 


By now, pretty much everyone knows that Southern California is a semidesert disguised as a giant oasis, with our palm trees and 
water-gulping lawns. But knowing and changing have long been two different things. 
 
No more. The region's major supplier is tightening the taps and requiring local water districts to do the same, cutting overall use 
by 10 percent. 
 
In two weeks, the water district that serves Temecula and much of Murrieta will impose new restrictions on use, and soon after will 
drop the other shoe ---- a series of water pricing "tiers" that will hit heavy water users where it hurts: their bills. 
 
The theory behind both ideas is sound, but in practice, Rancho California Water District is setting itself up for failure. 
 
For instance, the new rules will be very difficult to enforce without "water cops" touring the area regularly. And in trying to be 
scrupulously fair with their new tiered-use billing structure, the district is planning to set the tiers based in part on the number of 
people in a household and on lot sizes. 
 
A well-intentioned effort to be fair, but also one that is ripe for abuse. Will homeowners be on the honor system to disclose how 
many people live in a house and to report their lot sizes? Will water district staffers be required to do door-to-door head counts 
and bring tape measures to every home to verify information? 
 
At times like this, we like to think everyone will work together to ensure success, but history has taught us otherwise. Some 
people will game the system; others will simply flout the rules and dare officials to do something about it. 
 
Rancho Water ---- and the region's other water districts ---- need to come up with a simpler formula for determining a household's 
water use that is enforceable without intrusive measures and one that doesn't punish people who have already been conserving. 
 
People who use modest amounts of water both indoors and out should not suffer unduly, but the higher tiers ---- the ones that will 
hit people who insist on irrigating their oases (along with the sidewalks and streets) in the full heat of the day ---- should be 
painful. 
 
Imposing fines on flagrant violators can have some limited effect, but financial incentives will work better in the long run. 
 
�  
 
Additional information: 
 
http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2009/06/12/news/californian/temecula/z534309c185f31251882575d300699c6c.txt">TEMECULA: 
Rancho district imposes water saving rules 
 
http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2009/06/06/news/sandiego/zad7876065c429b14882575bb0061b247.txt">REGION: Drought 
rules set to debut 
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Water problems becoming more widespread 
New report highlights climate change effects 


By Mike Lee, Union-Tribune Staff Writer 


2:00 a.m. June 17, 2009 


 


Attendees of the water-industry convention, where water scarcity was a prominent topic, browsed a display of fire 
hydrants yesterday. (Nelvin C. Cepeda / Union-Tribune) 


FINDINGS 


The Obama administration's first major synthesis of studies on the effects of climate change in the United States 
focused heavily on water availability. It found that: 


•Climate change has altered — and will continue to alter — where, when and how much water is available. 


•Floods and droughts will likely become more common and intense. 


•Water supplies will face greater stress because of increased evaporation, more irrigation for crops and increased use of 


 


At a water-industry convention yesterday in San 
Diego, Patrick Crumley (left) and Bruce Farley from 
Columbus, Ohio, took part in a competition to tap a 
water main. -
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water for cooling power stations. 


•Snowpacks will continue to melt earlier in the spring. 


•The past century is not a reasonable guide for water management decisions. 


To see the report, go to globalchange.gov. 


If misery loves company, county residents struggling to live with less water have plenty of friends nationwide. 


Climate change and population growth are straining water supplies even in places where people historically haven't 
worried much about the resource. Cities from the Great Lakes to the Gulf Coast are pushing conservation plans much 
like the ones being introduced across California to deal with a prolonged drought. 


Concerns about the scarcity of drinkable water are prominent this week in San Diego, site of one of the world's largest 
water-industry conventions, with more than 10,000 attendees. They also are underscored in a 190-page report issued 
yesterday by the Obama administration, which highlighted the difficulty of maintaining the nation's water supplies 
amid global warming. 


“Everywhere you look, you have some kind of water problem,” said Bradley Udall, director of the University of 
Colorado's Western Water Assessment and an author of the report. “I don't think (the public) gets the idea that we are in 
a new era of limits with many natural resources, water being only one. We are going to learn what a gallon means.” 


The new assessment, a synthesis of various studies, is the federal government's first region-by-region look at the 
nation's vulnerability to climate change in almost a decade. It was compiled by leaders of science agencies, universities 
and research institutes as part of the U.S. Global Change Research Program. 


“Warming of the climate is unequivocal” and “due primarily to human-induced emissions of heat-trapping gases,” the 
contributors wrote. The report highlights several climate-related threats that have been analyzed for years, including 
more wildfires and the loss of coastal land to rising oceans. 


Jane Lubchenco, chief of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, said the assessment shows “climate 
change is happening now and it's happening in our backyards and it's affecting the kinds of things that people care 
about.” 


Water supply was placed first in the report because it's connected to agriculture, energy, human health and many other 
topics, Udall said. 


Water-related challenges are different depending on the area of the country, but virtually every region faces major 
threats to water supply systems that already are stressed by factors such as population growth and aging pipes. 


Nationwide, the report said, higher temperatures will boost demand for water at the same time that supplies are 
shrinking because of increased evaporation, decreased snowmelt, overtapped aquifers and other elements. 


Drought will likely continue squeezing the Southwest, weather models show. But even in places such as the Northeast, 
where precipitation has risen in recent decades, the rainfall is coming more and more from storms separated by long dry 
periods. The Northeast lacks the infrastructure to capture all this stormwater, so much of it is lost to the ocean. 


Also, the growing trend of downpours will lead to more flooding, erosion and stormwater pollution, while higher sea 
levels will worsen saltwater infiltration of aquifers. 


One fundamental challenge is that water agencies have based their storage and delivery systems on historical rain and 
snow models that are increasingly irrelevant. 


“These records are essentially out the window at this point,” Robert Renner, head of the nonprofit Water Research 
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Foundation in Denver, said during the San Diego convention.


The gathering took a somber tone Monday when Peter Gleick addressed hundreds of water industry leaders. He is co-
founder of the Pacific Institute in Oakland, a nonpartisan think tank that specializes in water issues. 


“We are on a road to far more serious impacts from climate change with far less preparation and management than we 
should be and could be doing,” he said. 


Gleick encouraged the crowd to upgrade monitoring of water consumption, set prices to encourage conservation, 
restructure water rights, and integrate climate change into plans for new storage and treatment facilities. 


“We are running out of time,” he said. 


The search for water is prompting communities nationwide to build desalination plants, tap brackish groundwater and 
purify wastewater for reuse. These strategies require lots of energy and money at a time when recession-weary 
customers can't afford to pay more. 


“All the easy sources of water have been tapped,” said Richard Wheadon, an engineer in Salt Lake City and a board 
member of the American Water Works Association, sponsor of the San Diego conference. “How do we produce water 
from these lower-quality sources and purify it in a way that is cost-effective?” 


While water officials search for answers, they're pressing their customers to conserve. In San Diego County, residents 
are being asked to cut back by about 8 percent this year. 


Cutbacks also are the theme in Atlanta, which endured a deep drought in 2008. The city has recovered thanks to 
abundant rain, but the lessons live on, said Robert Hunter, commissioner of the city's watershed management agency. 


“It's certainly not business as usual,” Hunter said at the water convention. 


Atlanta continues to enforce a lawn-watering schedule, offer rebates for low-flow toilets and help residents find pipe 
leaks. 


“We go through droughts periodically,” Hunter said, “(but) they seem to be accelerating and getting deeper.” 


Communities in the upper Midwest are taking a new approach to water consumption partly because of concerns about 
water levels in the Great Lakes, said Daniel Lynch, utilities director in Janesville, Wis. 


Janesville officials are considering new water rates to encourage conservation. That would be a major change in a state 
where water agencies routinely charge less the more customers use. 


“I don't think we are ever going back to the point where people just wasted it,” Lynch said. 


Union-Tribune 
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Find this article at:  
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/stories/2009/jun/17/water-problems-becoming-more-widespread/?metro&zIndex=117960 
 


 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
 
 


Page 3 of 4Water problems becoming more widespread


6/17/2009http://signonsandiego.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Water+problems+becoming+mor...







© Copyright 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. • A Copley Newspaper Site


Page 4 of 4Water problems becoming more widespread


6/17/2009http://signonsandiego.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Water+problems+becoming+mor...








    News Release  
 
For Release:  Immediate    Contact:Tedi Jackson, Public Affairs Manager    Greg Morrison, Dir. Legislative and Community Affairs 
                                              951.789.5055; 951.809.5942 mobile      Elsinore Valley MWD, 951.894.8702 
                                              tjackson@wmwd.com           gmorrison@evmwd.net 
 


Western reimburses Elsinore Valley MWD $103,250  
for toilet conversion program 


 
RIVERSIDE, CA – June 16, 2009 – Installing a high-efficiency toilet is a quick and simple way to reduce daily water use. 
Given Southern California’s ongoing water supply challenges and shortages, achieving significant water savings in every 
possible way has become more important than ever. 
 
For their effort, Western Municipal Water District presented the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District (EVMWD) with a 
check for $103,250 at Elsinore’s June 11 board meeting as reimbursement for the installation of high-efficiency toilets, 
primarily in apartment complexes. 
 
“We are happy to partner with Western on vital conservation programs such as this,” said Elsinore Board President Phil 
Williams. “Being able to make low-cost toilet installation possible is of great benefit to our customers and enhances our overall 
water conservation efforts at the same time.” 
 


Funding for EVMWD’s toilet replacement program comes from 
the Enhanced Conservation Program grant awarded by the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and the 
Regional Conservation Credits Program administered through 
Western. To date, the programs have funded the direct 
installation of 892 high-efficiency toilets in EVMWD’s service 
area, totaling over $225,000. Water savings through this 
program are estimated to be 759 acre-feet over the anticipated 
20 year life of the new toilets. An acre-foot is about 326,000 
gallons. The lifetime savings from this program is equivalent to 
the annual indoor need of 2,756 families of four. “Water use 
efficiency programs, such as this, result in critical water savings 
at a time when we must continue to eliminate water waste and 
lessen our dependence on imported water,” said Western Board 
Member Brenda Dennstedt. “By switching to high-efficiency 
toilets, we can achieve significant water savings now.” 
 


As one of Metropolitan’s largest proponents of the Enhanced Conservation Program, Western supports providing residential 
and business customers with the tools necessary to reduce water use. A long-term Western priority is to restore water reliability 
from the Bay-Delta by supporting the construction of a peripheral canal. This action will result in the greatest amount of quality 
water being delivered to the greatest number of people, farms and industries. Western continues working with state legislators 
to convey the importance of protecting local property taxes from state budget impacts. This revenue helps build water supply 
projects that are critical to maintaining economic stability amid California’s water shortage crisis. 
 


 


Western Municipal Water District provides water supply, wastewater disposal and water resource management to the public 


in a safe, reliable, environmentally sensitive and financially responsible manner. 
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L to R: Elsinore Board Members Harvey Ryan and Judy 
Guglielmana, Western Board Member Brenda Dennstedt, 
Elsinore Board President Phil Williams and Elsinore Board 
Members Ben Wicke and John Lloyd. 





