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Assembly, Senate pass water bills

Wes Sander
Capital Press

Thursday, June 11, 2009

SACRAMENTO - California's legislature has advanced 10 bills that address the aspects of Delta management laid out last year by a governor-appointed task force.

Former members of Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task Force have described 16 bills as relevant to all or parts of the group's
recommendations.

Six of them passed the Senate last week, while four more passed the Assembly. They address such subjects as water conservation and recycling, Delta governance
and efficiency of urban water use.

The task force completed its final strategic plan on management of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta in October of last year.

In March, the task force members regrouped to form the Delta Vision Foundation, with the aim of nudging the governor and legislators into action. The group calls the
legislature's current crop of delta-related bills insufficient to meet the challenges of delta management.

"There is not yet a comprehensive piece of legislation addressing the delta ecosystem," Isenberg said. "That needs to be put on the table. When you have a lot of
individual bills floating around, one thing that happens is all of them ... tend to conflict with each other."

The group also described a lack of broad understanding among lawmakers of the Delta ecosystem as "disappointing." Despite the merits of the bills in play - including
three broad-scope initiatives that address most of the strategic plan's goals - there remains a need for "strong legislative leadership” to craft a suite of legislation that
would integrate ecosystem restoration with sustained water deliveries, the group says.

The bill that most comprehensively attacks Delta issues is SB12 by Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo Alto. It would create the Delta Ecosystem and Water Council, which
would write a Delta management plan by the end of 2010, paying for the effort with fees imposed on water diversions and conveyance.

The other two broad bills are SB229, by Sen. Fran Pavley, D-Agoura Hills, and SB457 by Sen. Lois Wolk, D-Davis. Pavley's bill would rework the California Water
Commission. Wolk's would require the Delta Protection Commission to create a "Delta Stewardship Plan" to achieve Delta Vision's primary goals.

Staff writer Wes Sander is based in Sacramento. E-mail: wsander@capitalpress.com.
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By JEFF HORSEMAN
The Press-Enterprise

Nighttime irrigation will become a way of life for many Rancho California Water District customers after the district's Board of Directors on Thursday
unanimously approved mandatory water-use restrictions to cope with a major supplier's cutback.

The restrictions, which take effect July 1, require homeowners and businesses to water their landscapes between 8 p.m. and 7 a.m. Those who repeatedly
and flagrantly break the rules face stiff financial penalties.

The district serves more than 130,000 people in a 150-square-mile region consisting of Temecula, parts of Murrieta and nearby unincorporated areas.
The restrictions are part of Stage 3 of the Temecula-based district's five-stage water contingency plan.

The district has been in Stage 2, which calls for voluntary cutbacks, since 2008. The fifth stage is for extreme shortages and involves severe cuts to
farmers and strict limits on all nonessential outdoor water use.

The new restrictions are a ripple effect from a 10 percent supply cutback announced earlier this year by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California, the district's main water provider. Metropolitan is grappling with less water delivered via Northern California and the state's chronic drought
conditions.

While there are no limits on what days of the week landscapes can be watered, the district is asking residents to water every other day at most, and to run
pop-up sprinklers 10 minutes at a time and rotor sprinklers 20 minutes at a time. Businesses are asked to irrigate only twice a week.

Exemptions are made for landscapes watered by "smart" irrigation controllers that make adjustments based on weather.
The restrictions also require new landscaping to meet Metropolitan's "California Friendly" standards. Decorative fountains are discouraged.

In addition, the restrictions require brooms, not hoses, to be used to clean driveways and other hard surfaces. And the rules forbid charity car washes on
commercial property unless a recycled water system is in place.

District officials say they will work in the coming weeks to educate the public about the restrictions.

Reach Jeff Horseman at 951-375-3727 or jhorseman@PE.com

New Rules
The Rancho California Water District in Temecula is imposing mandatory water-use restrictions. The new rules are designed to save water and lessen the blow from water supply cutbacks.

Landscaping: Homeowners may water their landscapes only between 8 p.m. and 7 a.m. There is an exception for “smart" irrigation systems that adjust water flow based on the weather. Residents are asked to water no more frequently than every other day, while
businesses are asked to irrigate their landscapes twice a week.

No hosing off: The restrictions also ban the use of hoses to clean off driveways, sidewalks and other hard surfaces.

Source: Rancho California Water District
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Water district plans
higher rates

By LEIGH MUNSIL
The Orange County Register

The general manager of the South Coast
Water District outlined a 10-year plan
Wednesday to become less reliant on
imported water by decreasing imports to 35
percent of its total water supply and getting
the rest from groundwater, recycled water
and ocean desalination.

In the meantine, however, charges for
annual service and monthly water use for the
district's customers will have to go up, SCWD
officials said during two community forums.

If the rate increase is approved by the board
of directors June 25, the average single-
family home would pay $19 to $38 more on
monthly water and sewage bills starting in
July. SCWD serves 42,000 residential and
commercial customers in Dana Point, South
Laguna and areas of north San Clemente.

General Manager Michael Dunbar said the
district imports 80 percent of its water from

other sources, primarily the Colorado River
and Northern California. But the state, after
experiencing a three-year drought, will not
be able to help fill in supply gaps for local
water districts, he said.

"We are not getting any more water from the
state, period," Dunbar said. "It's not going to
happen ... we're going to have to depend on
ourselves."

Board President Richard Dietmeier said, "The
strategy for the future is to find reliable
sources of water that can be counted on,
local sources of water that we can control —
water that doesn't have to come 500 miles to
visit Dana Point."

Under the district's tiered rate structure, the
cost of the rate increase would vary for each
household or business, depending on the
amount of water used. The rate increase
would be repeated three more times, in July
2010, 2011 and 2012.

According to SCWD, a typical family using
12 units of water per month (8,976 gallons)
whose current monthly cost is $77 would
see its bill increase to $97 in July this year
and to about $124 by July 2012.

A family using 20 units of water per month
(14,960 gallons) whose current monthly cost
is $100 would see its bill increase to $138
this year and to $179 in 2012.
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Terri Walsh, who has lived in Dana Point
more than 13 years, said he applauds the
SCWD's water-conservation efforts but is
concerned about the rates increasing so
steeply.

With a fixed-rate service bill of $900
annually and a variable water-use cost of
$300, even cutting up to 15 percent of his
water use would save only about $45 a year,
Walsh said. If the fixed rate increases by 35
percent, he will pay substantially more
annually even if he uses less water, he said.

"Given the fact that I'm on fixed income, this
is going to have to come from somewhere
else," Walsh said. "My pie is only so big."

The extra water money will likely come out
of his savings, Walsh said.

In previous years, the district operated in
the red and used reserve money to make up
the difference in its yearly budget, Dietmeier
said. But after changing the rate structure,
the finances began to balance out, he said.

"The only reason this water district is

solvent today is because we raised rates," he
said. "The only reason the state of California
is insolvent today is because they did not
raise their tax rates.

"There are only two things government
does: It taxes and it spends. Sorry, but that's

the way it is."

Betty Burnett, SCWD's assistant general
manager and legal counsel, said the district
is still hearing from customers about the
rate increase and will continue to deliberate
before the board's June 25 vote.

For more information on the planned rate
changes, including charts of the annual
service charges and the various residential
and commercial usage rates, visit www.
scwd.org .

Contact the writer: Contact the writer at
Imunsil@ocregister.com or 949-492-0752.
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