The Press-Enterprise - 10/30/2016

Copy Reduced to 44% from original to fit letter page

FROM THE COVER | REGION

Local 8 | Sunday, Oct. 30, 2016
z

BLOGS

FROM PAGE 1

Valley Lake. “It’s totally
worth the drive once you
get here”

DenOuden, who writes
about healthy travel and
being active, admitted she
had low expectations for
the community, but she
was pleased to find hiking
and biking trails.

The visit Oct. 19-22 was
the bloggers' second. A
third is planned around
the Ramona Pageant in
April.

‘Trips are made at no cost
to the city. The bloggers
paid their travel expenses,
and merchants and restau-
rants picked up the costs
for lodging and food.

The bloggers had to ap-
ply for the trip and were
picked based on the size of
their readership. The only
requirement was that they
write at least two articles.

But there are no barriers
on what they write. Al-
though the tour doesn’t in-
clude the more unsavory
parts of the community,
the bloggers can be honest
about their experiences.

“I just want authentic
experiences and reviews.”
said Leslie McLellan, who
organized the event.
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Bloggers end their tour of Hemet's Western Science Center, one of many locales they visited.

Travel and food blogger
Deb Thompson of Michi-
gan said if she isn’t honest,
she will lose readers, and
she and the other bloggers
depend on alarge audience
so they can sell advertise-
ments on their sites.

Bringing in travel wri-
ters is nothing new for
communities like Temecu-
la and Riverside, which ac-

tively market their tourist
locales like Old Town Te-
mecula, the Temecula Val-
ley Wine Country and the
Mission Inn.

The San Jacinto Valley
has limited experience in
the field. The impetus for
these trips started when
Lake  Arrowhead-based
McLellan met Thompson
at a conference.

McLellan, who is paid by
Hemet as a tourism consul-
tant, invited Thompson to
the area. That ended up be-
ing a five-week trip, and
Thompson has been back
three times since.

Thompson said she
touts the valley’s weather
and affordability.

“The cost of visiting this
region of Southern Califor-

nia is very reasonable,” she
said. “My dollars are going
to go a lot farther”

She spoke of Hemet be-
ing a hub, as it's located
about an hour from many
popular attractions includ-
ing the beach, the moun-
tains, Palm Springs, San
Diego and Los Angeles.

nd  there’s another
plus, bloggers say.

“People are always sur-
prised how warm and car-
ing the community is?
Thompson said. “The peo-
ple always draw me back”

Hemet City Councilwo-
man Linda Krupa is a
member of a loose-knit
tourism committee with
MecLellan, San Jacinto
Mayor Andrew Kotyuk,
former Hemet Councilwo-
man Lori VanArsdale and
Hemet-San Jacinto Valley
Chamber of Commerce
President Michael Carle.

Krupa said having the
bloggers spread the word
about the arearesultsinin-
creased tourism.

“It's an economic deve-
lopment engine that drives
people to the valley”

She said there is anecdo-
tal evidence that people
have visited the communi-
tyafter reading travel blogs
as the city has increased its
efforts to market itself on
social media and through
the website visitsanjacinto
valley.com.

“People say there’s no re-
turn on investment when
you do social media; that’s
not true,” McLellan said.
“There was about $65,000
worth of publicity the last
time””

CONTACT THE WRITER:
951-368-9086 or
cshultz@seng.com
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said Dayanerra Rodriguez,
a l4-year-old freshman.
“There’s no person here
who doesn’t have a friend.
You always feel included.”

‘SENSE OF RESPECT’

Principal Matthew
Luttringer, who went to
Notre Dame, said the
school’s identity  goes
beyond its crucifixes, sta-
tues, religious services and
theology classes.

“When you come on to
our campus and take away
everything that’s Catholic,
you would still know we're
a Catholic school by the
‘way the kids treat each oth-
er and treat the teachers,”
Luttringer said. “There’s a
sense of respect, a sense of
pride, giving of each other
and giving to the commun-

ity”

Notre Dame opened in
September 1956 as an all-
boys school with 15 fresh-
men taught by priests who
lived in the rectory that is
now the administration of-
fice. Over the years, the
campus doubled from two
to four classroom build-
ings, along with the addi-
tion of a library and a gym.
It became a co-ed campus
in1972.

KURT MILLER, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER.

Notre Dame High School students make their way to Mass at St. Catherine of Alex-
andria Catholic Church, across the street from campus in Riverside.

Enrollment fell about 20
percent during the Great
Recession. Since then it
has slowly inched up and
held steady at about 500
students for the past two or
three years, Beatty said.

Recent upgrades include
technology, science and
fine-arts labs, along with
new roofs and air-condi-
tioning systems. The gym
and locker room got a
$5 million renovation.

In 2013, Notre Dame be-
came what Luttringer calls
“an iPad school” Apple ta-

blets replaced textbooks,
saving students money and
expanding learning, he
sai

The schoolis movingtoa
classroom  environment
that blends online and tra-
ditional lessons. A block
schedule allows 85-

for struggling students to
get help.

“It’s a small-school envi-
ronment, so you don’t have
to worry about not getting
enough attention from the
teacher;” said David Puma,
a I7-year-old senior who

" Notre Dame
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ABOUT THE SCHOOL

Name: Notre Dame High
School

Opened: 1956

Principal: Matthew Luttr-
inger

Enrollment: 505 students
Tuition: $7,500 a year
Details: Catholic campus
offers 28 Advanced Place-
ment and honors courses, 15
athletic teams and at least
14 clubs; 100 percent of
students graduate and 96
percent attend a four-year
university

Address: 7085 Brockton
Ave., Riverside

Phone: 051-275-5896
Website:
notredameriverside.org

class periods four days a
week, providing time for
lectures, individualized in-
struction and group pro-
jects, Luttringer said.
Notre Dame has class
sizes of 18 students per
teacher, making it easier

plays and runs
track and cross country.

ACADEMIES
INTRODUCED

This year, the school be-
gan offering four acade-
mies: medical sciences;
arts and innovation; global

and science,
technology, ~engineering,
arts and math.

Biology students recent-
ly took a trip to the UC
Riverside genetics lab,
where they learned about
DNA sequencing, Beatty
said.

“The idea is to parallel
our classroom content
with  experiences that
bring that content to life,”
he said.

One of Luttringer’s goals
is to make Notre Dame,
which has annual tuition
of $7500, affordable for
more families. About 1in 5
students receives financial
aid, he said.

“Every Catholic child in
this city should have the
opportunity to go to a
Catholic high school if they
want,” he said. “I would like
to see it so it’s funded from
others and not just the pa-
rents”

The school is increasing
marketing efforts and
hopes to get additional fi-
nancial support to build
enrollment and expand its
presence in the communi-
ty, Luttringer said.

Mariella Gallegos, a 17-
year-old senior, appre-
ciates the sacrifice her pa-
rents make to send her to
Notre Dame.

“I feel like I've grown
more as a person and as a
student to be ready for the
future that comes after
high school,” said Gallegos,
who plans to study immi-
gration law in college.

CONTACT THE WRITER:
951-368-9292 or
stwall@scng.com
Twitter: @pe_swall

D

the GSA in

emwd#

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of Eastern Municipal
Water District (EMWD) will conduct a public hearing on December 7, 2016,
at 9 a.m. at 2270 Trumble Road, Perris California, to hear comments from
the public regarding EMWD’s proposed application to be the Groundwater
Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the western portion of the San Jacinto
Groundwater Basin, which generally encompasses the areas of Moreno
Valley, Perris, Menifee and surrounding unincorporated areas.

After the public hearing, EMWD’s Board of Directors is anticipated to take
a formal action to submit a notice of intent to the California Department
of Water Resources to become the GSA for the aforementioned area. The
notice of intent shall be posted pursuant to California Water Code Section
10723.8 and will include a description of the proposed boundaries of the
portions of the San Jacinto Basin for which EMWD intends to manage as

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FORMATION OF GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

FOR WEST SAN JACINTO GROUNDWATER BASIN

with the

Act of 2014.

P.0. Box 8300

Perris, CA 92572-8300

Should you have questions, contact Kevin Pearson via email
pearsonk@emwd.org or by phone (351) 928-3777 ext. 4219.

Groundwater Management

Said hearing will be conducted pursuant to Water Code Section 10723(b).
Written comments may be submitted to Sheila Zelaya, Board Secretary, by
the close of business on December 6, 2016. Please email comments to
zelayas@emwd.org and written comments by mail to the following location:
Eastern Municipal Water District
Attention: Sheila Zelaya, Board Secretary
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COURTESY OF BANK OF AMERICA
A student at Highgrove Elementary School in the River-
side area receives a bag of healthy treats.

Kids get healthy food
at produce market

STAFF REPORT

Students had  their
choice of healthy snacks
at the Kids Pro-

students and their fami-

lies, according to anews re-

Jease from the program.
‘Wednesday’s event also

duce Market at Highgrove
Elementary School.

The farmers market-
style event at the River-
side-area school - put on
by Feeding America - pro-
vided healthy produce to
more than 800 low-income

the group’s Give
A Meal program and its
partnership with Bank of
America.

For every dollar donated
to the program, the bank
will donate $2.

Information:
america.com/give

bankof
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Homeless ex-Marine, his family get new home

Rental is part of

a program Lhal

helps vets find
permanent
residence.

By JOE NELSON
STAFF WRITER

For former Marine Dar-
rin Snyder and his family,
home used to be the Wal-
Mart parking lot, free
campsites, cheap motels or
anywhere else they could
park their minivan and
cargo trailer and stay the
night.

Snyder, who traveled
with his family to San Ber-
nardino County from Vir-
ginia Beach in August in
search of work as a recrea-
tional therapist with the
California Department of
Corrections and Rehabili-
tation, wanted more for his
family, but he never expect-
ed what he got Thursday: a

spacious,  five-bedroom,
three-bath house in a quiet
Victorville neighborhood,
near La Mesa and Topaz
roads.

“I think this is pretty
awesome. Every time I look
at all of this, I think it’s a
dream,” said Snyder, 49, in-
side his new home Thurs-
day. He was surrounded by
representatives from the
San Bernardino nonprofit
Knowledge & Education
for Your Success, which
goes by the acronym KEYS.
The nonprofit assists
homeless or  poverty-
stricken families in finding
homes.

Snyder is among the do-
zens of veterans recently
placed in permanent hous-
ing by KEYS and its affi-
liate partners, including
San Bernardino County
Department of Behavioral
Health and the Loma Lin-
da Veterans Affairs hospi-
tal. It is part of an ongoing
effort to house all the coun-
ty’s homeless veterans and

e Valley Catholic Church

780 S. State St. « Hemet + (951) 929-6131 «in the Church Parish Center J

INGo1

EVERY Thursday
at 11:30am and

their families.

The Snyder family’s new
home has a spacious back-
vard, a fireplace in the up-
stairs master bedroom and
an intercom system that al-
lows family members to
communicate with one
another from any room in
the house.

Snyder, who served in
the Marines from 1985 to
1988 and uses a wheelchair
because of myriad ail-
ments, including a herniat-
ed disk, two blown knees
and diabetes, said the VA
will be installing a stairlift
in his new home so he can
have access to the upstairs
master bedroom. Until
then, he plans to occupy
the downstairs bedroom.

Also, the San Bernardino
nonprofit Rolling Start,
which provides resources
and advocacy for disabled
people, will have a wheel-
chair ramp built to access
the house, Snyder said.

KEYS program manager
Julie Burnette said the
Snyder family is on a one-
year lease, with an option
to renew. KEYS picked up
the tab for the security de-
posit and first month’s rent
of $1500, and then the
need to continue assisting

'SARAH ALVARADO, CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Marine veteran Darrin Snyder shares a moment in his new Victorville home Thursday
with granddaughter Peyton as daughters Allie and Katie look on.

lutely sucks. I hope to nev-
er be in that situation ever
again” said his oldest
daughter, Carrie “Allie”
Snyder, 22, holding her in-
fant daughter Peyton out-
side their new home
Thursday.

She said living in transi-

V: ly W
be assessed on a monthly
basis.

Snyder is in the process
of securing a job as a re-
creational therapist at Cor-
coran state prison’s sub-
stance abuse fa-

ULLINS CHIROPRACTIC

I Want to be Your Chiropractor!

cility. He plans to commute
to the prison, camp out in
his 6-by-10 cargo trailer
during the workweek and
spend the weekends at his

Victorville residence.

“I still get to come back
to this place” Snyder said
with a grin.

Snyder’s daughters were
just as elated as he was
about their new home.

“Motel hopping abso-

“We’ve Got Your Back!”

> EXPERIENCE
> COMPASSION
>> RESULTS

951-925-7609
2940 W. Florida Ave. Ste B, Hemet

(Behind Big 5/La Fogota)

$100 REWARD OFFERED BY RIVERSIDE
COUNTY DEPT. OF PUBLIC SOCIAL SERVICES*

WELFARE FRAUD OFFENDERS CONVICTED

Dockets of the Riverside County Court system show the following
persons were convicted of Welfare Fraud on the dates specified:

CONVICTIONS/DOCKETS RECEIVED
TO BE PUBLISHED SUNDAY November 20", 2016

RAFAELA ELIAS RAQUEL ROMERO

CONVICTED: 09/07/2016 CONVICTED: 09/13/2016

JAZMINE MARIE MORALES BRIDGET BECERRA

CONVICTED: 09/14/2016 CONVICTED: 09/21/2016

BRITTANI DIANA QUINN RICARDO LUNA JUAREZ

CONVICTED: 09/21/2016 AKA: RICARDO LUNAJUAREZ
CONVICTED: 09/22/2016

JESSICA ELAINE SCOTT

AKA: JESSICA ELAINE ROSTEN

AKA: JESSICA ELAINE LOMELI

AKA: JESSICA ELAINE GUERRERO

CONVICTED: 09/19/201

*$100 REWARD cffered by the Rverside County Departmen! o Public Social Services for nformation leading 1o the conviction on welare
cha

Eigbity for (Department of

P
Pl SoclSenices a1 Dt ALy - Toyees s iy MEmbers s ot ehooe). s anou mus e $1000 o ot
To report toll free on the State fraud hotl

call 1-800-344-8477. No reward on State hotline calls.

tion the past four months
was an pening expe-
rience.

“It definitely gives you a
whole ne ) d
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empathy for people living
on the streets,” Allie said.

Snyder’s youngest
daughter, Katie, said KEYS
and its partner agencies
went above and beyond
what she and her family
anticipated.

“They went way out of
their way,” said Katie Snyd-
er, 20, noting that Heroes
‘Warehouse Inc. in Fontana
donated a couch, refrigera-
tor, three ize beds, a

‘www.pe.com/subscribe

For missed delivery, call between 7 2.m.-10 a.m. Monday-Friday or 8 a.m.-
71 a.m. Sunday. Customer service hours, Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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desk and three floor-to-
ceiling bookshelves.

The Snyder family
moved into the home just
in time to enjoy the holi-
days. Although the Snyders
plan to have Thanksgiving
dinner at their church,
they intend to enjoy Christ-
mas at home.

“He’s excited because he
gets to decorate this year,”
Katie Snyder said of her
father.

Darrin Snyder said he’s
going to use the $500 Visa
gift card he just received
for participating in the De-
troit Marathon last month
for Christmas presents. He
said he has participated in
many marathons, repre-
senting the Achilles Free-
dom Team for Wounded
Veterans, which funded his
trip to Detroit last month.

“Peyton’s going to have a
great Christmas this year;”
he said of his granddaught-
er.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FORMATION OF GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY
FOR WEST SAN JACINTO GROUNDWATER BASIN

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of Eastern Municipal
Water District (EMWD) will conduct a public hearing on December 7, 2016,
at 9 a.m. at 2270 Trumble Road, Perris California, to hear comments from
the public regarding EMWD’s prop ication to be the G

inability Agency (GSA) for the western portion of the San Jacinto
Groundwater Basin, which generally encompasses the areas of Moreno
Valley, Perris, Menifee and surrounding unincorporated areas.

After the public hearing, EMWD’s Board of Directors is anticipated to take
a formal action to submit a notice of intent to the California Department
of Water Resources to become the GSA for the aforementioned area. The
notice of intent shall be posted pursuant to California Water Code Section
10723.8 and will include a description of the proposed boundaries of the
portions of the San Jacinto Basin for which EMWD intends to manage as
the GSA in with the i

Act of 2014.

Said hearing will be conducted pursuant to Water Code Section 10723(b).

Written comments may be submitted to Sheila Zelaya, Board Secretary, by
the close of business on December 6, 2016. Please email comments to
org and written by mail to the ing location:

Eastern Municipal Water District
Attention: Sheila Zelaya, Board Secretary
P.0. Box 8300
Perris, CA 92572-8300
Should you have questions, contact Kevin Pearson via email
pearsonk@emwd.org or by phone (951) 928-3777 ext. 4219.
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Weekend delivery/Digital Access (Thursday-Sunday): $24.75/month, Sunday
only delivery/Digtal Access: $21.50/month. Digital Access only: $21.50/
month. All introductory discounts automatically renew to standard invoice
ate or auto-pay rate as applicable unless otherwise notified. The Publisher
eserves the right to change subscription rates during the term of any sub-
Scription. All home delivery subscriptions will include the Thanksgiving
edition, which will be charged at an additional $3.00. In addition, all home
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each. To opt-out of all Special Editions, including Thanksgiving, please call

month or Sunday only delivery: $12/month. Vol. 130, No. 325

To share a news tip or report an error, call 951-368-9460

WORLD CLASS
COMFORT

for Women
We can fit you.

Tour

Roamer,

SAS SHOES

“We Moved to New Location”
Riverside
Lowes Shopping Center
9889 Magnolia Ave
951-509-3936
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm
Sat. 10pm-5pm « Sun. 10am-4pm

Discount-Home-Loans.com
SELF EMPLOYED, VETS
1ST TIME HOME BUYERS
SENIOR LIFESTYLE ADVANTAGE (62+)

SFR, Units, Commercial,
Manufactured Homes
REFI OR PURCHASE

951-328-1288
NMLS 290326 BRE#0065683
OPEN 7 DAYS
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